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Financial Literacy Seminar Staged
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SRA Board Member and Socialized Credit Committee Chair Atty. Roland Beltran gamely pose for a photo op with the
participants and the team from ATI-Region III.

The Extension Services Division of Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao recently held a joint training on Financial Literacy
at the Luzon Agricultural Research and Extension Centre on
June 5-7, 2018. Aptly titled, "How Money Works!" the
training had the team from the Agricultural Training Institute
Region III as resource speakers comprised of Centre
Superintendent Dr. Veronica Concepcion V. Esguerra, Mr.
Jayvee Bryan G. Castillo, Ms. Karren D. Cruz and Ms.
Mariel G. Bautista.
In general, the course aimed to equip the participants on the
basics of Financial Literacy on agri-enterprises and
formulate an action plan to implement the SRA-LBP (Land
Bank of the Philippines) Socialized Credit Program under
the Sugarcane Industry Development Act (SCP-SIDA). After
attending the seminar, they are expected to re-echo it to
their respective mill districts.
Atty. Roland Beltran, SRA Board Member and Socialized
Credit Committee Chair graced the opening of the three-day
seminar. In his inspirational message, he averred: "It is with
much pleasure that I welcome all of you in this momentous
undertaking—a three-day training on Financial Literacy
which is an important requirement for the implementation of

our Socialized Credit program under SIDA. As SRA's front
line service providers, this seminar will equip and make you
certified trainers on Financial Literacy, cascading the
knowledge you will learn to the grassroots level having
direct contact with our clientele in our daily jobs. I am
confident that with all the insights you will gain from this
training, our Socialized Credit program will get a much
stronger boost.
"This early, I would like to thank our resource speakers from
the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI)-Region III for
accepting the task of educating all of you on Financial
Literacy. I'm very sure that when you go back to your
respective mill districts, you will be able to share or impart to
our clientele everything that you will learn here. I would like
to reiterate my faith in each and every one of you. Let us
bear in mind that knowledge is power. Make this occasion
another valuable contribution to your precious learning. So,
good luck and have an enjoyable training session!"
The first topic discussed was "Filipino Values": Its
Importance to Successful Agri-enterprises." Handled by Dr.
(Continued on p. 4)
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SRA Holds Inception Meeting and Cash
Transfer to ISU for Rapid Propagation and
Distribution of Sugarcane HYV
The Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA) staged an
inception meeting and cash transfer for Rapid Propagation
and Distribution of Sugarcane High-Yielding Varieties
(HYV's) on June 29, 2018 at the Isabela State University
(ISU) Campus located at Garita, Cabagan, Isabela. The SRA
contingent along with the members of the project
management team were in attendance.
In his opening remarks, Carsumco Mill District Officer Mr.
Lito Caranguian stressed the objective of the said meeting
which was to discuss various issues regarding the
implementation of the Rapid Propagation project. This was
what exactly happened when Mr. Adel Catuira of SRA led
the discourse on the said topic soon after.
Among the points raised during the discussion with regards
to nursery/crop establishment were: 1) Proper land
preparation should be observed and in this regard ISU
informed the group that the area had already been plowed and
harrowed several times; 2) Procurement/sourcing of planting
materials emphasizing purity & good quality cane points. The
group was advised to use 2 to 3 HYV's of sugarcane for the
project. VMC 87-599 and Phil 99-1793 were recommended,
both of which are highly adaptable in the area which can be
sourced from Echague, Isabela as per recommendation of Mr.
Roel Puyot; 3) On farm lay-out, it was emphasized that
furrow distance should be 1.3m to 1.5m for possible twin
furrows and to facilitate mechanization of cultivation
operations; 4) The SRA team advised ISU to construct good
perimeter fencing to safeguard the project; 5) The ISU being
a research institution as well informed the group that they
intend to gather whatever data they can on the project with
the guarantee that it will not hamper its overall objective; and
6) Inputs like fertilizers must be procured immediately to
avoid delay in the crop establishment operations.
When it comes to the liquidation of expenses, Mr. Catuira
reminded the group particularly ISU to strictly observe
proper procedures in the liquidation and they must have a
separate book of account for this particular project.
Meanwhile, as to the distribution of planting materials, in
order for small
farmers to easily
avail of it, Dr.
Ambrose Hans
Aggabao said
that ISU should
shoulder
hauling/
transporting at a
minimal cost.
And since a
sugarcane plant
A souvenir photo for the whole group.
will already be
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established in ISU, the group proposed to make the school as
an assessment center for sugarcane production, NC II to be
accredited by TESDA. In relation to this, the group amended
the work and financial plan of the project based on the
released budget coming from SIDA and the Corporate Fund.
Apart from these, the group also discussed other essential
issues like the 1SU's inquiry on the status of the following
proposed projects: a) Drip irrigation project (with project
proposal to be endorsed to PPD for evaluation); b)
Rehabilitation of their soils laboratory (SIDA); c) NCT
(MOA for signature of the Administrator); and d) Proposed
AWS installation at the campus.
In behalf of SRA, Mr. Catuira expressed his deepest gratitude
to ISU for their full support to these undertakings and
awarded two (2) checks amounting to Seven Hundred Ninety
Two Thousand
Eight Hundred
Fifty Two Pesos
(Php 792, 852.00).
Lito Caranguian

Group discussion during the inception meeting.

SRA 's Mr. Adel Catuira (2nd from L) and Mr. Lito
Caranguian ( R ) doing on-site validation.
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OPSI Trainings in Tarlac

primary issue for them is on ratooning because of
Climate Change, as scarcity of water supply is the
major critical factor encountered by the farmers. Mr.
Three batches of two (2) day-OPSI-Capacity Building
Ronario informed them that SRA has plans to put up
seminars were conducted to members of three block
farm groups in the Tarlac Mill District namely, the San communal irrigation, small water impounding
facilities, STW and other irrigation facilities in order to
Jacinto Sugarcane Planter's Association, Bamban
help them in their farming system.
Sugarcane Planters' Association and Batang-Batang
The next topic was on "Carry—out Harvest and PostSugarcane Planters' Associaton from May 16-22,
Harvest Operations" which was again discussed by
2018. For the three groups, a total of 85 planters were
Mr. Ronario. He pointed out that cane maturity and
in attendance.
proper harvesting are essential to increase yield and
maintain the quality of sugar. At this point, the
During the Expectation Setting and Knowledge
participants raised complaints on poor sugar recovery,
Levelling portions, issues on the delivery of SRA's
low price of sugar and unequal treatment of mill crop/
interventions such as fertilizer and Socialized Credit
field inspectors to them. They also requested if the
cropped up. To this, Mr. Joel Ronario, Tarlac Mill
government can provide a mechanical harvester or
District Officer answered their queries. He also
even cane cutters and hauling trucks that will serve as
discussed the performance of the mill district next and
provided a preview on the status of the local sugarcane the solutions during harvest season.
For the last topic, Mr. Ronario discussed the
industry such as the productivity level, problems and
constraints in the local production and the high cost of "Establishment of Nursery with High Yielding
Varieties" that will help improve the yield of farmers
inputs used in farming. He also focused on the market
status that affects the sugar prices, supply and demand, considering its
resistance to different
national production and consumption.
kinds of pests and
Mr. Ronario also tackled the initial topic on "Soil and
diseases.—Joel
Nutrients for Sugarcane: Requirements and
Ronario
Management." Engr. Eugenio J. Valencia,
Agriculturist 1, followed suit and discussed the topic
on "Farm Mechanization for Sugarcane."
He showed the different kinds of
machineries and implements from land
preparation up to harvesting, citing that
proper timing of cultivating the farm and
use of mechanized farming will be
effective to lessen the cost and improve
the production. As a reaction, many of the
attendees revealed that they are still using
conventional farming and that they don't
have enough farm machineries in their
San Jacinto Sugarcane Planter's Association
area.
On the second day of the seminar,
Mr. Rafael Guinto, Agriculturist 1
handled the topic on "Sugarcane
101" which is more on the origin,
uses, distribution and what the
importance of the said crop in our
daily lives. He also discussed the
topics on "Sugarcane Propagation"
and the "Stages of Growth of the
Sugarcane Plant."
Meanwhile, Mr. Alvin G. Dionisio,
Agriculturist 1 discussed the topics on
"Planting Sugarcane", and "Care and
Maintenance of Plant and Ratoon Crops." As
a reaction, the participants mused that the

Bamban Sugarcane Planter's Association
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From there, it can be seen if the business is earning and
has the capacity the pay the loan amount.

Esguerra, she pointed out the advantages and
disadvantages of some existing local values like: pride,
belief in luck, being compassionate (even if the person is
wrong), resilience, being street-smart and practical and
diplomacy. The Extension personnel in attendance
participated actively in the discussion.

Since budget planning is important, the "Punong Kahoy ng
Gastos at Kita" activity followed. In this group work,
participants were made to visualize a situation in which as
farmers, they recorded last year's expenditures as well as
the profit from the last harvest season. Dr. Esguerra pointed
out that budget planning saves a farmer from the difficulty of
shedding out money in times of emergency.

This holds true when Mr. Carillo took the floor for the next
topic which was on the "Overview and Significance of
Financial Literacy" where he enumerated some basic
vocabulary to be used in the whole duration of the training
like: sales, expenses, profit, income, equity, asset,
depreciation and liability. He gave some tips for everybody if
they want to become financially literate like living within
one's means, having a budget plan, having an additional
income, assessing needs against wants and persuading
others to save, especially loved ones. Through these, one
can manage his or her money wisely.
Following this, the ATI resource pool led the participants to
their maiden group work in which they were divided into two
teams. Each were made to draw their respective vision of a
successful farm business. After analysing the report of the
groups, some factors that contribute to business success
were cited like: leadership, good decision-making,
cooperation, strong work force, hard work, perseverance,
resourcefulness and being a risk-taker.
After this, Mr. Carillo discussed the topic on "Business
Cycle and Characteristics of a Successful Agri-Enterprise"
then Ms. Cruz followed with "Calculating Land Holdings" in
which the importance of knowing how much land one's farm
has was featured. The key !earnings throughout the
discussions include: creating a business mind set, knowing
the importance of running the farm as a business and
identifying the characteristics of a successful farming
business. Simply put, business is selling and buying so it's
imperative to manage one's money wisely.

The next topics in the line-up were "Importance of Records"
and "Using Records to Make Decisions" which were
handled by Ms. Bautista. She enumerated and explained
the major uses of records such as: 1) a requirement for
support by lenders, agencies, etc.; 2) better farm planning
and forecasting; 3) better farm management; 4) better
prediction of rainfalls and weather patterns; and 5) tracking
incomes and expenditures. She reminded the body that the
more information you have, it becomes harder to remember
everything the reason why record-keeping comes in a
handy. It helps in making smart decisions in the farm
business.
Mr. Carillo took the floor once again for his discussion of the
topic on "Exploring Your Crop Portfolio" in which he pointed
out the importance of developing a business goal and
creating a business plan to achieve goals. He said that the
success of the business is based on the plan made. The
plan serves as a guideline in running the business
effectively, helps in making important decisions and
evaluate business performance and organize activities in
order to realize the goals.
Dr. Esguerra capped the day with her discussion of the
Personal Entrepreneurial Competencies or PECS. She
listed 10 which includes: 1) opportunity-seeking; 2)
commitment to work contract; 3) persistence; 4) risk-taking;
5) goal-setting; 6) information-seeking; 7) systematic
planning and monitoring; 8) persuasion and networking; 9)
self-confidence; and 10) demand for quality and efficiency.

On the second day, Dr. Esguerra once again opened the
seminar with her discussion of the topics on "Cash and
Credit Management", "Creating a Simple Budget" and
"Getting and Managing a Loan." But prior to this, the ATI
resource pool had the participants engage in a scrabble-like
game, in which they should create new words related to the
previous day's lesson.

On the third and final day, SRA Adm. Hermenegildo
Serafica dropped by at the venue and delivered his
inspirational message to the participants. He expressed his
confidence that with the knowledge they learned in the
training, things will start to move forward. With the MDOs
and their Junior Agriculturists equipped on the basics of
Financial Literacy, there's no reason why the Socialized
Credit Program would not take off.

In the lecture proper, the importance of record-keeping and
having a cash record was introduced to the participants,
how it helps in a business's smooth financial flow. Since
loaning from the bank is the smartest move because of its
low interest, the money should be paid in full. The bank will
base its decision to what is registered in the cash record.

The rest of the day was devoted to the group's preparation
of their respective action plans, one for the Luzon and
Mindanao side and another for the Visayas. - Joseph Peter
R. Gonzales
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DAR Batangas CARP 30th Anniversary Celebration, Awarding of Plaque of Appreciation
From L-R Mr Romeo L. Reyes, CPA — 0/CPARPO I, DARPO-Batangas, Mr Celso T Ersando, MDO-SRA Don Pedro, Ms Merle Manalo,
PARPO II, DARPO-Batangas, Mr Lucio Santiago
III, MDO — SRA Balayan-URC, Mr James Arsencio 0. Ponce CESO V, Director IV PARC Secretariat DAR Central Office and Mr Rene E. Colocar Regional Director, DAR Region IVA

During its 30th Anniversary Celebration, the
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), Batangas
Provincial Office recognized the valuable and
continuous support of the Sugar Regulatory
Administration (SRA) in the implementation of the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP)
in the province of Batangas during the 30th
Anniversary Celebration of the CARP held at the
DAR Provincial Office, PMS Bldg., Marawoy, Lipa
City. SRA and DAR are partners in cascading their
respective plans and programs to their
stakeholders: DAR in the distribution of land and
other support services to agrarian reform
beneficiaries and SRA in the technical aspect of
sugarcane growing for Agrarian Reform
Beneficiaries (ARB's) most especially to block
farm enrolees. With the collaboration of the two
agencies, greater things are expected to be
achieved in the coming days.—Celso Ersando

PLIViE Or APPRECIATION

SUGAR REGULATORY
ADMINISTRATION
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Re-orientation and Re-validation
Seminar Held
On April 2018, the SRA conducted a reorientation and re-validation seminar of its five
block farms of 2016 in the Bukidnon Mill District.
Ms. Evelyn Estanislao and Mr. Adel Catuira were
the guest speakers for the said events. Below is
the table that showed the dates, name of block
farm, and the number of participants to said
undertaking:

Number of

Dates
Name of BF
The staged reParticipants
orientation and reBUKIFCARB
25
3
validation was a
3
LUFAMCO
25
success for the
3
TOSJ
23
Sugar Regulatory
4
OAFIA
22
Administration
4
P-4MP
22
officers because
they were able to
update the status of the different block farms.

Fertilizers Given
On April 2018, the
Sugar Regulatory
Administration
granted fertilizers
to its six block
farms of 2017 in
the Bukidnon Mill
District. Below is

&bra
the table that
contained the
dates of release,
the name of block
farm, and the
number of bags
given:
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Dates

Name of BF

Number of bag

18

SEWOMAS

734

20

KISFO

335

20

SAKAMPU

491

23

LASANG BF

489

24

BARCC

646

26

BMMPC

486

Fertilizer Sampling Conducted
Ms, Blesilda Gregorio. a chemist from SRA
Quezon City visited Dologon, Maramag, Bukidnon
on May 1, 2018. The purpose of the visit was to
conduct fertilizer sampling of the district's six
block farms. This was made possible through the
help of the block
farm
chairpersons
and technical
officers who
assisted Ms.
Gregorio in
getting samples
for fertilizer
analysis.
This activity was done to ensure the quality of the
fertilizers for sugarcane farming before releasing
it to the block farm members. After a thorough
analysis of the samples, it was found out that the
fertilizers passed the recommended quality of
fertilizer standards. After this. the fertilizers were
distributed to the farmers of the six block farms.
This event just proved that the Sugar Regulatory
Administration has a burning passion and desire
to help and provide quality services to the
sugarcane farmers.

New Mill District Officer
May 2, 2018 marked a significant day for the
Bukidnon Mill District staff members and officers
as they welcomed their newly appointed Mill
District Officer, Mr. Edgar V. Aclao, Sr.
On that very day, he called and gathered
everyone for a meeting in which he discussed the
upcoming activities of the agency. The officers
were reminded as well of the necessary

Luzon & Miindanao bail' Ditaroctt
documents and
reports to be
accomplished
every month plus
their roles and
responsibilities in
the office.
Indeed, said day
marked the start
Mr. Edgar Aclao meets with the
of a new
Bukidnon Mill District staff
beginning.
Despite the
problems that the office had gone through, never
will it give up in living its mission and vision, and
doing radical actions to help uplift the plight of the
sugarcane farmers in the district.

Sugarcane Production
Technology Seminar
The 30th day of May, 2018 was a very productive
and meaningful day for the farmers of Kibalagon,

Farmer participants actively join the discussion

Apr —Jun 2018 - 7

"Fertilization" discussed by Mr. Ismael B. Braga,
and "Harvesting and Ratooning" by Mr. El Mark
0. Jakosalem.
The seminars conducted in said areas concluded
with a smile on the faces of the participants.
Surely, the SRA officers felt happy for they were
able to share and educate the farmers that would
later help them in their sugarcane farming.

SRA-CHED Scholars Graduate
June 19, 2018 proved to be a red-letter-day for
SRA-CHED scholars as they marched the aisle,
so to speak for their much-awaited graduation
day.
All the years of sleepless nights, enormous paper
works, and mind boggling exams have paid off as
they claimed their much-deserved diplomas. Five
scholars came from the College of Engineering,
College of Arts and Sciences and College of
Agriculture of the Central Mindanao University
who graduated with joyful and grateful hearts.
Among the five scholars, one graduated with a
degree of Bachelor of Science in Agricultural
Engineering, namely, Ms. Pamela Dawn S.
Cagaanan. Two graduated with a degree of
Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Extension,
namely, Ms. Jenelyn A. Genson and Ms. Gladys
B. Galpo. Another one graduated with a degree of
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, namely, Mr
Reymar S. Ungab. Lastly, there's Mr. Henry
James R. Sermonia, who graduated with a
degree of Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering, Cum Laude.

Kadingilan as the Sugar Regulatory
Administration conducted a seminar on
Sugarcane Production Technology. The
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) sponsored
the said seminar which was participated in by 40
farmers. A similar seminar was conducted at
Cabadiangan, Kadingilan on June 5, 2018 this
time with 50 participants.

Indeed, this is another milestone on the
part of SRA which is happy and grateful that it
became an instrument to make a difference in the
lives of individuals with big dreams.

There were several topics discussed during the
seminar like: "Land Preparation", and
"Mechanization" which was delivered by Mr. Alan
F. Buque, "Cultivation, Weeding and Pest and
Disease Management" tackled by Mr. Wilfredo A.
Mapano, "Soil Sampling", "Liming", and

A forum on the SIDA scholarship grant was
conducted at the University of Southern
Mindanao (USM) in Kabacan, North Cotabato on
May 3, 2018. SRA Quezon City's Mr. Josephino
Agosto and Ms. Bel Plaza were the guests in the
occasion along with CHED regional officers, USM

FORUM ON SRA'S SCHOLARSHIP
GRANT HELD
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As for the newly-elected officers,
the President was from the ATI
while the Assistant Secretary
came from the Sugar Regulatory
Administration. Interestingly, the
name of the new group is
F.AR.M. (Farmcasters
Association of Region 12 and
Maguindanao).
The organization is strongly
supported by Mr. Ontoy Fabila,
one of the trusted information
officers of Secretary Manny
Piriol in North Cotabato along with members of
the Agri-tayo SOCCSSARGEN TV broadcasters.

The scholars pose with the SRA and MDDC representatives along with CHED
officers.

faculty, MDO and MDDC representatives and all
SIDA scholars.
In the proceedings, the protocols of the
scholarship grants were clearly discussed and it
was noted that the SIDA's scholarship grant to its
deserving students has the highest budget of all
the scholarship grants in the Philippines.

mor
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Cotabato
MDO Ireneo
Nunez
(center)
gamely pose
for a souvenir photo

It was also the perfect avenue for the USM to
seek assistance from the SRA in the upgrading of
their Soils Laboratory and the visit led to the
granting of a 5-hectare sugarcane HYV nursery
project for the university.
Mr. Agosto was optimistic that the university can
greatly help in the dissemination of the new high
yielding varieties since it has a very vast fertile
area good for sugarcane growing.

Luzon & Mindanao Mill District Balita
M. Dina Padilla-Fernandez, PhD

Cotabato Mill District Officer Mr. Ireneo Nunez
was tasked to coordinate with the USM
management regarding the establishment of the
5-hectare HYV nursery in the university.
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FARMCASTERS MEETING STAGED
Department of Agriculture Region 12 Director
Milagros Casis called for a Farmcasters meeting
on May 15-16, 2018 in Koronadal City which was
attended by the D.A. family composed of
information officers/representatives of the agency.
The gathering aimed to formally organize the
Region 12 agri-broadcasters in aid for info
dissemination through print, radio and television
media of the accomplishments, programs and
other related information from the different
member agencies.
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