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SRA Successfully Stages Maiden Farm Mech Expo
The first Sugarcane Farm
Mechanization Expo was
successfully staged at the Sugar
Regulatory Administration (SRA)
Bacolod City on March 12-16,
2018.
With the theme “Increasing
Productivity through
Mechanization”, the event was
graced by distinguished guests
Senator Sonny Angara,
Department of Agriculture
Secretary Emmanuel Piñol,
Province of Negros Occidental
Governor Alfredo Marañon and
Bacolod City Mayor Evelio
Leonardia. Officially leading the
SRA contingent was Adm.
Hermenegildo Serafica and his two
Board Members namely, Atty.
Roland Beltran and Atty. Emilio
Department of Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Piňol with SRA Adm.
Bernardino Yulo.
Hemenegildo Serafica during the opening day of the maiden Sugarcane
Interestingly, the event invited
Farm Mechanization Expo.
various participating companies
which introduced to sugarcane planters, millers, block farm
At the end of the day, the secret to having a greater income
representatives and other industry clientele an array of
is greater productivity!”
modern and mechanized sugarcane farming technologies
and equipment.
In his inspirational message, Sen. Angara said, “Farm
mechanization is essential in increasing land productivity,
In his opening remarks, Adm. Serafica averred: “There is
improving farmer’s livelihood and ultimately reducing
nowhere else to turn to but farm mechanization. The
poverty. I would like to call for the support of the government
sugarcane industry is a constantly changing landscape with
to further strengthen training programs for farmers on
many challenges, two of which are the scarcity of labor and
technological advancement and utilization of new
impacts of globalization and competition. Farm
agricultural machineries and implements!”
mechanization actually offers the best way to address these
challenges.
The grand exhibit gathered different suppliers in the country
in which they were able to feature their products to the
“When we mechanize, we eliminate 80-90% of our labor
participants which include sugarcane planters,
problem. Farm mechanization also makes us more efficient,
representatives from planter’s associations, Mill District
lowering production costs, thus making us more competitive.
Development Councils, block farms and planters. Actual
SRA will not stop looking for new innovations in sugarcane
field demonstrations of the various tractors with different
farming systems to ensure the sustainability and global
implements were conducted in Bgy. Alijis, Bacolod City and
competitiveness of the Philippine sugarcane industry!”
Hda Fe, La Carlota City.
In his keynote address, Sec. Piñol stressed, “The farmers
still have the choice if they will accept the technology or not.

(Continued on p. 4)
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Technical Education Skills and
Development Authority (TESDA) Trainings
Conducted at the Tarlac Mill District
The Technical Education Skills and Development Authority
(TESDA) recently conducted three successful trainings at the
Tarlac Mill District namely, Shielded Metal Arc WeldingSMAW NC I, Service Automotive Electrical Components
(Leading to Automotive Servicing NC II) and Service Engine
Mechanical Components NC II.

and Financial Procedures. Said allowance is given only for
the whole duration of the approved TESDA course. – Joel
Ronario

TESDA Trainings at the
Pampanga Mill District

Two TESDA trainings under the SRA-TWSP (Training for
Work Scholarship Program) were conducted at the Pampanga
Mill District from
the latter part of
December 2017
until the latter part
For the first one, it was held at the San Isidro Industrial
Complex in Tarlac City on December 26, 2017. It lasted until of February 2018.
A total of 44
March 17, 2018 in Bgy. Magao, Concepcion, Tarlac. There
were 25 enrollees for this course which totalled to 26 days or participants
underwent
208 hours. The active participants were all-smiles as they
were able to complete the required days/hours of the course. trainings on either
Automotive
Acting as trainer was Ms. Princess M. Lindo.
TESDA trainees from the Atbu
Servicing NC II or Farmers Association Block Farm
The second course had Mr. Osmundo F. Cordova as trainer.
Shielded Metal Arc together with their TESDA assessor,
It was first staged on February 19, 2018 at the Public
Welding NC I.
Mr. Rico Manalansan (standing),
Employment Service Office, Municipal Hall of Victoria,
during their assessment for
The first training,
Tarlac. Ending on March 21, 2018 at Bgy. Batang-Batang,
Automotive Servicing NCII in Bgry.
Automotive
Victoria, tarlac, it had 35 enrollees. The course required 29
Ascomo, Guagua, Pampanga on
Servicing NC II,
days or 232 hours which said participants completed
January 25, 2018.
was held at Brgy.
successfully.
Ascomo, Guagua, Pampanga from December 10, 2017 to
Meanwhile, the last course started on December 31, 2017
January 25, 2018. A total of 20 participants from the Atbu
where the residence of Mr. Reynaldo Vitug, Block farm
Farmers Association Block Farm took part in the said
Chair of the Bamban Sugarcane Planters Association (BSPA) training.
located in Bgy. La Paz, Bamban, Tarlac served as venue.
Some 35 enrollees took the course which ended on March 3, Meanwhile, the second training, Shielded Metal Arc Welding
NC I, was held at Brgy. Anunas, Angeles City, Pampanga
2018. The whole training duration reached 12 days or
from December 20, 2017 to February 23, 2018. A total of 24
equivalent to 96 hours.
participants consist of sugarcane planters, workers, and their
The participants were to receive a subsistence allowance
dependents from Brgy. Anunas participated in the said
amounting to P500.00. SRA would shell out P400.00 while undertaking.
TESDA the remaining
P100.00 (based on
Article 7 of its Circular
dated Nov. 17, 2017
under Administrative

TESDA trainees from Brgy. Anunas, Angeles City,
Pampanga together with their TESDA assessor, Mr.
TESDA trainees
from Brgy.
Anunas, Angeles
City, Pampanga
together with theirfor
TESDA
Allan
Labonite
(standing),
during
their assessment
assessor, Mr. Metal
Allan Labonite
during
their in
assessment
Shielded Metal Arc
Shielded
Arc(standing),
Welding
NC1
Brgy. for
Anuna,
Welding NC I in
Brgy. Anunas,
Angeles City,on
Pampanga
on February
2018.
Angeles
City,
Pampanga
Febraury
23,23,2018.

These TESDA trainings in Tarlac proved to be successful
as participants finished the courses with brimming
confidence.

Actually, these are the 3rd and 4th SRA-initiated TESDA
trainings under the SIDA scholarship program that were held
at the Pampanga Mill District since it was implemented in
2017. - Zyrus Montiel
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CARSUMCO Block Farm
Members Hold Cross-Farm Visits
in Pampanga and Tarlac
The 2016 SIDA Block Farm members of the
CARSUMCO Mill District engaged on a successful
cross-farm visit in the areas of Pampanga and Tarlac,
respectively on January 15-18, 2018.
For the Pampanga leg, the participants visited the
Luzon Agricultural Research and Extension Center
(LAREC) in Floridablanca where they went to its
various experimental areas. Engr. Laverne Olalia and
Ms. Agnes Casupanan accompanied them to said spots

and made short lectures/briefers on how things work.
Amazed on what they’ve witnessed during the tour, the
participants asked several queries on: drought-tolerant
varieties, disease-resistant varieties, typhoon-resistant
varieties, the difference between irrigated and nonirrigated sugarcane crop, eco-testing and other demo
areas.
For a clearer understanding of the participants, Engr.
Olalia explained the research center’s programs and
projects while Mr. Nestor Guiyab made a Power Point

presentation on the functions and operations of its
various units/divisions including their projects this
year in every mill district. On her part, Ms. Casupanan
tackled the results of the off season variety trials in
CARSUMCO. Meanwhile, Mr. Patricio Macamos led
the group to the on-going research project on drip
irrigation and showed the actual operation of the subsoiler/reaper discussing its capacity and importance.
He briefed them as well on LAREC’s line-up of
machineries and equipment.
The following day, the group traveled to Tarlac City to
visit the progressive DAR Block Farm in Bantog. Mill
District Officer Joel Ronario introduced them to the
chairman of the said block farm plus Bgy. Captain
Edgar Sumat. The latter shared their successful

farming experiences and enumerated their fully
mechanized farm operations from land preparation to
harvesting to the delight of their guests. After this, the
participants were toured to a number of farms where
they witnessed actual demonstrations of how some
equipment work like the mechanical harvester, subsoiler/reaper, rotovator (equipped with furrower/
marker), and the latest model of the mechanical planter
(Continued on p. 4)
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they experienced deficits in their farm productivity but
he encouraged the members to never give up and
continue doing their best efforts. As a culminating
with fertilizer applicator and fungicide sprayer which is activity, Mr. Lindo brought everyone to their nursery
a first-of-its-kind in the country at this point.
farm which is impressive as it has the capacity to yield
not lower than 80TC/Ha.
The group’s next stop was in Bgy. Magao, Concepcion,
Tarlac where they visited another successful DAR-SRA After this, the group traveled back to Cagayan with
Block Farm chaired by Mr. Jimmy Lindo. In a detailed smiles on their faces because of the new insights and
testimony, he narrated how their block farm reached its knowledge they learned from the cross-farm visit
enviable status. He revealed that there were times when activity.—Lito Caranguian
(Carsumco Block Farm . . from p.3)

(SRA Successfully . . from p.1)

in R.A. 10659 which they themselves authored). Adm.
Serafica officially launched it on March 16, 2018.

To add more color to the affair, experts made technical
presentations on “Trichogramma Production”, “Sugarcane
Tissue Culture”, “SRA-JIRCAS Nitrogen Leaching Study”,
“Drip Irrigation for Small-sized Farms”, AID Foundation

There are two types of loans under this: the Small
Individual Farmers/Block Farms Production and Farm
Equipment/Machineries for the Common Service Provider.
For small individual farmers, the interest rate is put at only
2% while for farm machineries and equipment, it’s 6.5%.
According to Sen. Villar, “In terms of change and
improvement farm mechanization really plays a big part.
This expo focuses on farm mechanization and how the
sugarcane industry can use it to be competitive in the
global market. It can solve many problems encountered by
the industry brought about by low production, lack of
manual labor and outdated farming practices!”
After her speech, the senator was given a Resolution of
Thanksgiving by the Federation of Block Farms plus a
Plaque of Appreciation. In exchange, start-up capital
checks for block farms were distributed to their respective
representatives.

Senator Villar receives her plaque of appreciation in the
presence of Adm. Serafica and Board Member Yulo.

Ram Pump Irrigation” and “Genome Laboratory” to the
delight of the participants.
Apart from these, a number of banks and other financial
institutions took the opportunity to present their programs
for sugarcane production loan at this point. SRA ensured
the attendance of Landbank, Philsucor and other
commercial banks to facilitate the loans of the sugarcane
industry stakeholders and schedule the loan payments only
during the milling season. Some of the banks that
participated in the session were Landbank, PNB, RCBC
and Dungganon.
Meanwhile, Senator Cynthia Villar and Congressman
Alfredo Benitez were tapped as guests of honor come the
turn over of the SIDA Socialized Credit Program (mandated

The maiden Farm Mech Expo was indeed a successful
undertaking for SRA where both manufacturers and
innovators came together to work towards a more
modernized and efficient sugarcane industry. It was
learned that after the event, some 40 products and services
were sold, including 13 tractors. - Joseph Gonzales
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Visiting the mechanical harvester at Ibaan, Batangas with bank representatives

BISP-MPC Invests on a
Mechanical Harvester
Harvesting operation accounts for 35 % of a
farmer’s operational cost. In the sugarcane field,
there are two types of harvesting operation: one is
manual with the use of cane knives and the other
one is mechanical.
In manual harvesting, pre-harvest burning of
sugarcane leaves is a common practice that
enables manual pickers to collect the crop quickly,
with less personal injuries as well. The burning
process, however, has negative impacts on the
environment, on human health and on the
potential energy value of the plant.
In comparison, mechanical harvesting is much
cheaper compared to manual harvesting. Some of
the benefits that can be derived from using
mechanical harvester are: green cane harvesting,

Technology demonstration on mechanical harvester at
Ibaan, Batangas

protection from soil erosion, conservation of soil

The BISP-MPC boasts of investing on the mechanical
harvester SAHKTIMAN 3737.

humidity for longer periods, increase of organic
material in the soil and reduction in herbicide use.
With the current problem of scarcity in cane cutters
that sugarcane planters are facing now,
mechanical cane harvesting can address the issue
and control the rising labor wages.
Interestingly, the Batangas Integrated Sugarcane
Planters Multi-Purpose Cooperative (BISP-MPC),
one of the biggest sugarcane planters associations
in Batangas tries to overcome the problem on
labor shortage. They recently invested on a
mechanical harvester and acquired 7 units of
SAHKTIMAN 3737. They believe that through the
harvester, they will be able to improve their
harvesting operation thus, improving their over-all
productivity. - Celso Ersando

Visiting the mechanical harvester at Ibaan, Batangas with bank representatives

RDE/GAD Visits Farmers’
Cooperative in Ilocos

The Sugar Regulatory Administration’s Research, Development and Extension, in collaboration with the Gender and
Development (GAD), travelled to Sta. Maria, Ilocos Sur on
March 6-9, 2018 to conduct farm assessment activities and
Gender Sensitivity Training (GST) to the Macati Rang-ay
Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative.
The group saw the pasteurizing vessel and sugarcane crusher
which are being used in the production of vinegar. It was
learned that these were grants by the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) to the cooperative. This also holds true
with the building where the office of the Macati Rang-ay
Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative is located. It is owned
by the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and the cooperative’s equity is the labor.
The following days, the GAD team conducted the GST plus
a lecture on Violence against Women and Children (VAWC)
and Child Labor.

Meanwhile, Mr. Caranguian gave an intensive lecture on
basic sugarcane growing and shed light on the Sugarcane
Industry Development Act or SIDA which cooperative members were interested on. He touched on the Socialized Credit
scheme as well as SRA’s scholarship program. With the help
of his Junior Agriculturists, they also made benchmarking
and farm assessments of the participants. They got soil samples which will be tested at the Luzon Agricultural Research
and Extension Center (LAREC) to help determine what sugarcane variety suits the farm area best.
Before the SRA team travelled back to Manila, they assured
Mr. Cadorna that they would get back to the Macati Ranagay group as soon as Mr. Caranguian passes his official recommendation.—Joseph Peter R. Gonzales
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The participants greatly enjoyed the experience.
For them, it was worth the travel because they did
not only enjoy the beauty of the place but also
gained additional knowledge which could prove
beneficial to their farming method and result to
increased production.

As part of the Sugar Regulatory
Administration’s mission to
promote the welfare of its farmers,
the staff of the Bukidnon Mill
District led by Mr. Alan F. Buque
conducted a GPS survey and
Geotagging on February 8, 2018
for the proposed rapid propagation
project at the PHILSURIN Nursery
in Musuan, Maramag, and San
Jose, Quezon. The primary aim of
the project is to provide high yielding varieties of
sugarcane to the farmers.
The project covers a land area of more than 50
hectares with funding coming from the Sugarcane
Industry Development Act (SIDA).
Indeed, SRA is living up to its mission and vision
to provide help and support to the farmers. It
always looks for ways and means to help in the
best way it can just like this Rapid Propagation
Project at the PHILSURIN Nursery.
The visiting farmers from the Bukidnon Mill District are
all-smiles as they made the rounds of different sugarcane
plantations in Davao during their recent cross-farm visit
activity.

A total of 60 farmers coming from six block farms
at the Bukidnon mill district visited various block
farms in Davao City on January 25-27, 2018,
headed by Bukidnon Mill District Officer Alan F.
Buque.
During the three-day cross-farm visit, they went to
various sugarcane plantations where they learned
and observed the different technologies and
techniques that could greatly help them increase
their production once applied.

Farm visit - GPS survey for the upcoming Rapid
Propagation Project of SRA at PHILSURIN Nursery,
Musuan, Maramag, and San Jose, Quezon , Bukidnon
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SRA Chemists Conduct
Soil Lab Inspection
SRA Bukidnon chemists recently conducted an
inspection on the soils laboratory, in which they
cleaned and separated the usable, empty, broken
glassware and chemicals for soil analysis.
In addition, they gave a short orientation on the
proper chemical waste disposal and the protocols
and safety measures in using the laboratory.
Example is the labelling of laboratory equipment
and materials. This would guide and give
awareness to the employees about proper
laboratory usage.
Furthermore, this will help for the approval of the
license to operate. Indeed, the soil laboratory
inspection conducted by the SRA chemists was a
success.

Farm to Mill Road (FMR) project in full flowcrossing Bida to Merangeran, Maramag to
OADI, San Jose Quezon and Anahawon via
San Roque, Maramag, Bukidnon.

These SRA chemists are very energetic in handling
the Soil Laboratory.

The Sugar Regulatory Administration aspires to
help sugarcane farmers by conducting seminars,
giving financial assistance and scholarship
program. Because of the agency’s burning
passion to help, it has extended its motivation to
support farmers through providing efficient and
convenient ways of transporting their harvested
products to the milling stations. Thus, the project
Farm-to-mill Road came about.

The first batch of Automotive Servicing NC, I
graduates for 2018 gave great joy and pride both
to their parents and to SRA as they have
successfully completed the 20-day training. There
were 25 graduates from the said program
facilitated by the TESDA Provincial Training
Center-Bukidnon and was funded by the SIDA
under the Sugar Regulatory Administration.

In an interview with the graduates, one said
that, he is very thankful to the SIDA-SRA for
giving him financial assistance to pursue his
studies. Another graduate said that he is very
happy and at the same time grateful to the
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SIDA-SRA for helping
him make his dreams
come true.
Indeed, the scholarship
program of the SIDASRA was both
overwhelming and
challenging. For one, it
was able to help the
less privileged and
those who are in need
but willing to study.
Meanwhile, it was
challenging in terms of
The 25 graduates of the Automotive Servicing NC1 pose for a
consolidating the entire
souvenir photo.
pertinent documents
certain that they can pay it since the sugarcane
needed for the scholarship. Hence, this became
an inspiration to focus on the main purpose of the price in the market is low.
scholarship program which is to give support to
Over-all, the orientation turned out to be a
the less-privileged individuals especially the
successful and meaningful event both for the SRA
sugarcane dependent farmers.
staff and farmers.
Indeed, SRA’s vision to help small farmers come
in many ways and the Socialized Credit Program
is one good outlet.
Socialized Credit Program
Orientation Held
The Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA)
recently held its first ever Socialized Credit
Program Orientation. This undertaking was
conducted to explain to the small farmers how the
SRA can help them in terms of farm capital. Also,
to provide financial assistance for land preparation
until the crop will be harvested. Interestingly, this
program is funded by the Sugarcane Industry
Development Act (SIDA) and handled by the Land
Bank.
The SRA Staff clearly explained to the farmers the
terms in securing financial assistance like the
loan’s interest, possible capital to be loaned per
land area, requirements, and qualifications. After
the orientation, there were both positive and
negative feedbacks from the farmers.
There were farmers who said that, they are
interested to avail the loan because it will be of
great help to them. On the other hand, there are
those who commented that they are in doubt if
they will apply for loan because they are not

