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Disaster Risk Reduction Management Plan for the Sugarcane Industry
Officially Signed and Approved
Led by no less than Adm.
Anna Rosario V. Paner,
the successful signing
and approval of the
Disaster Risk Reduction
Management Plan for the
Sugarcane Industry
happened on June 8,
2017 at the SRA
Social Hall.
The crafting of the
DRRMP is needed as
the first and most
logical approach in
preparing the industry
for any adverse
weather conditions,
inevitable hazards like
plantation fires and other force majeure
events. The Lead Consultant of DRRMP,
Atty. Liza Fidelis F. Cañada presented the
highlights of the Disaster Risk Reduction
Management Plan. According to her, the
DRRM Plan aims to attain a climate and
disaster resilient sugarcane industry for its
more sustainable growth. Its target groups
are the sugarcane farmers, agricultural &
industrial workers of the sugarcane industry,
sugar millers, sugar refiners, bioethanol
producers, sugarcane-based power
generators, planter associations and
MDDCs.
After the presentation of the Plan, the formal
signing ceremony took place with Adm.
Paner and the Sugar Board Members.
In her closing remarks, Adm. Paner thanked
everyone who took time out in order to
witness the ceremony. She imparted this

Guests along with SRA
representatives gather to
witness the official signing of
the DRRMP.

meaningful message:
―As we all know, the SRA is primarily tasked
under the law to promote the growth &
development of the sugar industry through
greater participation of the private sector and
to improve the working conditions of the
laborers.
―I am very much delighted that we were able
to accomplish the Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Plan for the Sugarcane
Industry 2017-2022. At the same time, our
agency is under pressure as we begin
another chapter.
―We learned new things throughout the
process. But, our excitement in going down
to the grassroots is deeper than that. We are
more grateful to see you all here ready and
willing to provide counterparts, contributions
(Continued on p. 5)
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2017 GAWAD SAKA AWARDS NOMINEES NAMED
It’s the time of the year once again when the
prestigious Gawad Saka Awards is honouring the
best achievements in the field of agriculture.
Definitely one highly-anticipated event, this grand
search is being looked forward to annually, with
sugarcane as one of the most hotly-contested
categories. In review, past winners were simply
the so-called “cream-of-the-crop” who were still
able to register impressive production in spite of
the odds. They may have faced challenges and
stumbling blocks along the way but they overcame
them through sheer determination, hard work,
focus and positive disposition. This truly makes
them worthy of the recognition.
This year, six competent nominees are vying for
the distinct title of “Outstanding Sugarcane
Farmer.” The first one comes from Capiz, the next,
from Leyte, then Negros Oriental, Bukidnon,
Cagayan and lastly, Pampanga. Each is eligible for
the title but as in any competition, only one
winner can be declared. As the deliberation begins
to heat-up, let’s get to know the distinguished
nominees:

Fortunately, this increased her income and
enabled her to lease one hectare of land which
she planted with sugarcane. After two years, her
husband was awarded with three hectares of land
with standing cane by the Department of Agrarian
Reform (DAR) as share from his working for a
family who owns a vast land.
With her experience and knowledge, she has
managed her farm productively and profitably.
Through her dedication and hard work, she was
able to buy another parcel of land which was later
accumulated to 23.5 hectares of which 15.4 was
solely planted with sugarcane. Her sugarcane farm
has provided food for her family and has given her
enough income to make their lives comfortable.
Ms. Aguilar is a hands-on manager who doesn’t
only supervise but takes part in the farm
operations. She believes that land preparation and
choice of planting materials play a crucial part in
sugarcane farming. She uses a combination of the
mechanized and manual land preparation system,
applies new technologies and uses High Yielding
Varieties (HYV’s).

*THELMA R. AGUILAR
(Quezon, Bukidnon)
A smart, innovative and
hardworking farmer, Ms.
Aguilar is success
personified. Born to a
family of farmers, she was
already exposed to life’s many
challenges at an early stage. Since they were eight
in the brood and her parents’ income was just
enough for food, she dreamt of having a better life
no matter what. At the age of 17, she started
working as a house help and it’s where she met
her future husband.

*RICHARD S. TORNO
(Guagua, Pampanga)

Nothing is impossible
for the determined,
hardworking and
passionate. This holds
true in the case of Mr.
Torno. A licensed
veterinarian by profession, it’s amazing that he
still ventured into the agricultural industry and
became successful. His total sugarcane area is 15
hectares. For five years now, he holds the position
as Board of Director for the Lambak Multi-purpose
As they started their family, she realized that their
Cooperative in Floridablanca, Pampanga. Apart
combined earnings aren’t sufficient for their
from this, he is an agricultural consultant in the
needs. This prompted her to venture into the
municipality of Guagua.
sugarcane field. She began buying standing cane
and sold it to the Bukidnon Sugar Milling Company
(Continued on p. 3)
(BUSCO).
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Interestingly, the nominee first ventured into
agriculture via cassava since he inherited a
plantation from his father. For three years, he
observed that the crop was unproductive, the
reason why he opted to grow sugarcane instead.
With encouraging initial results, he further honed
his farming knowledge to his advantage.

True enough, he turned to sugarcane farming after
college. As in the case of most planters, Melvin
started with just a small area where he could
apply all his theoretical learnings into practical
use. He became a beneficiary of the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program and
became successful in his farming endeavour.

Interested in learning new sugarcane farming
ideas, the nominee attended various seminars
Apart from hard work, Mr. Torno attributes his
sponsored by the Sugar Regulatory Administration
success in sugarcane farming through his
(SRA) to his advantage. Over the years, said
openness in adapting new technological practices. trainings broadened his understanding on
He attended SRA’s OPSI training in 2014 and
sugarcane production and farm management. He
applied what he learned in his farming starting
applied everything he has learned to his own farm
with proper land preparation, quality seed piece
which got widened by two (2) hectares by lease
selection (using HYV’s), application of organic and and became a community role model for the
foliar fertilizer, irrigation and farm mechanization. adoption of SRA-recommended farm practices.
These include the use of High-Yielding Varieties
Interestingly, one of his criteria in choosing the
(HYV’s), application of organic materials, land
right variety is the potential yield, rationing ability
preparation, cultivation, farm management and
and tolerance to drought condition. He
harvesting.
established a nursery area to have a quality
source of planting material anytime the weather
At present, he is the General Manager of the
permits him to engage in such activity. Knowing
Parian Planters Marketing Cooperative as well as
the soil texture of Pampanga which is sandy in
Operations Manager of the Canessa Farms. He
general, he believes that during the wet season
also serves as Barangay Councilor in his area. As a
planting (May) with a higher planting density
community leader, he passes on the technical
planting of about 4-4.5 lacsa per hectare (to
information and learnings he received to fellow
augment lower tillering during the wet season)
sugarcane farmers and motivates them to attend
will yield better than the late season planting (Feb- various trainings that would help improve their
March).
production and income.

MELVIN E. CAPORAL
(Sigma, Capiz)
Poverty is not a
hindrance for someone
to become successful in
life. Mr. Caporal is a living
proof to this proverbial
saying. Inspite of financial
constraints, he was able to
obtain a degree in Agricultural Technology from
the Panay State Polytechnic College.
Interestingly, the reason why he wanted to finish
his studies back then was not to work or get
employed but make money as a future farmer.

*PEPITA S. TALLADA
(Ormoc City, Leyte)
Being exposed at a young
age to the different facets of
sugarcane growing became
an advantage to Ms. Tallada.
Despite the hardships in working at the field, she
maintained her love, positive outlook and focus on
the potentials of the sugarcane industry which
honed her into becoming the model farmer and
the skilled entrepreneur that she is today.

(Continued on p. 4)
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She and her late husband, notwithstanding the
limited capital in cultivating their own then 2hectare sugarcane farm, innovated their own
systems and practices of growing sugarcane and
strictly observed proper timing of major farm
operations to limit the costs of production.
Everything they learned from seminars and
trainings were certainly put into practical use as
well, as they expanded their farm to a total area of
4.52 hectares.
She attended a number of seminars and trainings
conducted by SRA to broaden her knowledge in
the different cultural practices in sugarcane
growing. Over the years, these trainings and
seminars contributed to her effectiveness and
efficiency as a sugarcane farmer.

were achieved. Evidently, record shows that he
attained a dramatic average yield production of
84.96 TC/ha., 199.81% higher than the mill district
average of 42.52 TC/ha., and 155.49% higher than
the national average of 54.64 TC/ha.
Currently, he is the Barangay Captain of Sto.
Domingo, Piat, Cagayan, a dedicated public
servant who shares his wisdom for the
empowerment of the barangay and his
community.

*ELAN N. CADAYDAY
(Mabinay, Negros Or.)

A bona fide farmer and a
resident of Barangay Abis,
Mabinay, Negros Oriental,
Mr. Cadayday is known as a God- fearing person
Presently, she is the President of the Catmon
who demonstrates his Godly virtues not only to his
Small Farmers Association and a Board Member of family members, but to his entire community
the UNIFARM-MPC.
which has made him a successful farmer.

RICHARD B. BIRAQUIT
(Piat, Cagayan)
Described by his
constituents as a man of
perseverance and action,
Mr. Biraquit believes that
great works are performed not by
strength but by perseverance. True enough, Mr.
Biraquit’s perseverance and confidence in the
great potential that sugarcane farming has to offer
encouraged him to pursue this endeavour in 2008.
He has been in the sugarcane farming for 9 years
and he is certain that this is a very profitable
enterprise.

His 36 years in sugarcane farming definitely made him
an expert in this field; his immense experience could
not be undermined. He strictly implements the
approved cultural practices, and is still willing to learn
the advanced art of sugarcane farming. As a dedicated
farmer, he has achieved very satisfactory harvests from
his farms. He is described as a farmer who does not
only consider his welfare but also the welfare of his
farm workers.

Among the approved sugarcane farming practices he
employs on his farm are trash farming to reduce the
cost on cultivation, application of sugar mill wastes
such as mud press and mill ash to improve the fertility
level of the soil and organic matter, planting on new
High Yielding Varieties (HYVs) such as Phil 97-1793, Phil
99-1793 and Phil 2000-2569 which are disease-free. He
also practices close to the ground cane harvesting to
save the cost on stubble shaving and observes proper
Believing that there is no such thing as overnight pests and diseases control program. As additional
sources of income, he practices intercropping of
success, he refused to be discouraged by the
leguminous crops such as mung beans, peanuts, and
difficulties he experienced in his sugarcane
farming activities. Instead, these difficulties fuelled others which also improves the soil fertility level and
organic matter.
his motivation and determination as he adopted

the appropriate technology and practices in order At present, he is a Sangguniang Bayan Member and has
to produce high yields. Through his close
been re-elected to serve several terms due to his very
satisfactory performance as a public servant.
supervision of the farm operations, high yields
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Development.‘

―Today, we are able to
present this Plan to our
stakeholders, partners in
government and private
institutions, and to the
general public. This is
how we will orchestrate
the risk reduction
measures and
management of residual
risk towards our vision.
We are committed to
Adm. Paner obliges for a photo opportunity with guests.
work with compassion for
the stakeholders,
and partnerships to the sugarcane industry.
partners
and
workers,
adopting the
Your presence today is one big support for
participatory approach and always bearing
us to build resiliency in our industry.
in our minds the cross cutting concerns,
―Together with our stakeholders, I believe
such as gender mainstreaming, health,
we can achieve our vision, to have Climate
environmental protection, institutional
and Disaster Resilient Sugarcane Industry
arrangements and partnerships.‖
for a more Sustainable Growth in the
Before the ceremony officially came to a
Philippine Sugarcane. This is consistent with
wrap, photo sessions among the guests and
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Adm. Paner took place. Ms. Rosario F.
Management Plan with the goal – ‗Safer,
Motus served as the Master of the
Adaptive and Disaster-Resilient Filipino
Ceremony.— Mafi Ramos
Communities Towards Sustainable

Tarlac Mill District Personnel Conducts Weed Control Demonstration
Two demonstration sites for herbicide application was
conducted in conjunction with the recent one-day
Capacity Building seminar for sugarcane farmers at the
Tarlac mill district. Said demos took place on May 10,
2017 in the farm of Reynaldo Vitug in La Paz, Bamban
and in the farm of Josefine Tan in Abogado, Paniqui on
May 17, 2017.
A one-hectare farm
was used for
demonstration using
the combination of 1
kilogram Atrazine WP,
Demonstration on the proper mixing
2 liters 2-4D Amine
of chemicals.
and 200 ml of
Agroxone per hectare. Agroxone was used as
replacement to Paraquat or Gramoxone which showed
very good control on various weed species.
Rate of dilution is 400 liters of water per hectare.
Participants were taught on proper mixing of
herbicides and calibration of application.

It was concluded that the herbicide combinations of
Atrazine, 2-4D and Agroxone showed high efficacy on
controlling various
weed species. Trial
on the rate of
combination can
be tested in the
future for a more
economical or cost
saving solutions for Day 0 of application, over the top of newly
planted sugarcane, 1.5 MAP old.
weed control of
the farmers.– Joel Ronario

After 2 weeks of application,the herbicide combinations of
Atrazine, 2-4D and Agroxone showed high efficacy on controlling
various weed species.
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Three Batches of 1-Day Capacity Building
for Farmers Staged
The Tarlac Mill District recently concluded the three
batches of 1-day Capacity Building seminars for
farmers. Farmer-groups from the North Cluster
Planters Association of Tarlac (NCPAT), Paniqui, Tarlac;
Bamban Tarlac Planters, Telebanca, Concepcion
Planters, Tinang SN MPC Concepcion Planters, San
Agustin CATPA, and Cadanglaan Pura Planters were the
participants to the said trainings. Topics discussed
during the seminars were the activities that will be
done on that particular period. Since the seminar was
done during the second semester of the year, topics
discussed were proper harvesting, land preparation,
planting, soil analysis, soil and fertilizer management,
and weed control.
The Mobile OPSI Training Team (MOTT) was
composed of Alvin Dionisio (Technical Officer), Aurelio
Lozañes (CAT Field Personnel), Romy Corpuz
(Agriculturist of Agrikulto, Inc.), Mauro Merculio
(former PHILSURIN Coordinator) and Tarlac MDO Joel
Ronario- Joel G. Ronario

STEP… Yes!
The Special Training for Employment Program (STEP)
on Shield Metal Arc Welding (SMAW) NC1 was
conducted by TESDA in Brgy. San Antonio, Arayat,
Pampanga on April 24 to May 31, 2017. Only 10
scholarship slots who will receive free toolkits
(welding machines) were reserved by TESDA, but a
total of 16 participants underwent the said training.
The 26-day long training, which was held at the
Gonzalo Puyat School of Arts and Trade, is part of the
Sugar Regulatory Administration’s (SRA) scholarship
program for technical, vocational and skills
development courses to deserving farm workers
and dependents of the Philippine sugarcane industry.
– Zyrus Montiel

TESDA trainees with Engr. Francis Hernandez of the Pampanga
Mill District (5th from right) pose for a photo op during the
conduct of the Shielded Metal Arc Welding training.

Pensumil’s Campaign on Soil Fertility Management
Starting crop year 2015-2016, PENSUMIL is requiring all
sugarcane planters to conduct soil sampling and analysis of
their farms.
This program was an offshoot of SRA’s aggressive campaign
on soil fertility management. After a series of seminars
conducted on the importance of soil sampling and analysis as
basis for fertilizer recommendation, the mill was finally
convinced to adopt and strictly enforce the program.

analysis using the Soil Test Kit (STK). A testing fee of
Php100.00 is charged for every sample submitted. Without
soil analysis, a planter cannot be granted fertilizer loan.

At first, some planters are hesitant because they are used to
the old practice of applying 4 urea and 4 bags complete per
hectare. In instances where the fertilizer recommendation is
high, the planters decide on the amount and kind of fertilizer
to be availed as loan from the mill. The mill is committed to
Atty. William T. Enrile, President and CEO of Pensumil made provide on time the amount and kind of fertilizer reflected in
it a prerequisite for all sugarcane planters in the district who
the soil analysis report.– Tess Caballero
would like to avail of fertilizer loan from the mill to present
soil analysis reports of their farm. Soil samples must be
collected and submitted to the Pensumil laboratory for
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1st Stakeholders’ Meeting Held at Isabela Mill District
In line with the Sugar Regulatory
Administration’s Memorandum Circular No. 3,
Series 2015 referred to as the “Creation of the
Isabela Mill District”, SRA representatives
came to Isabela to assess the district and
conduct a stakeholders meeting held at the
GFII/ECOFUEL Restaurant, Sta. Filomena, San
Mariano in Isabela on May 5, 2017. The
meeting was attended by mill owners,

Welcome remarks by Mr. Marco Lorenzo, President/
Owner of GFII/ECOFUEL

cooperatives, planters and the SRA team
headed by Board Member Hermenegildo R.

extended his warmest thanks to all who came,

Serafica. Other members of the SRA team

especially the SRA team who will soon extend

were Atty. Ignacio Santillana, Jen Artates, Adel

the necessary assistance to the Isabela Mill

Catuira, Laverne Olalia, Lito Caranguian, Zyrus

District. He also assured his full support to

Montiel, Roel Puyot and Francis David.

everyone in increasing the sugarcane
production thereby uplifting the living

Prior to the conduct of the stakeholders’

conditions of the planters in Isabela and other

meeting, the SRA Team had a brief meeting

nearby provinces. Mr. Hermenegildo R.

with the top management of the GFII/

Serafica, SRA Board Member gave his

ECOFUEL headed by its President/Owner, Mr.

opening message by informing the group

Marco Lorenzo. In that meeting, the

that Isabela is

Consultant of ECOFUEL, Mr. Winster Pua

officialy

presented their plans and programs to

included among

increase sugarcane production while Mr.

the mill districts

Peter Dumelod, Manager of the GFII

in the

presented his plans and programs to improve

Philippines.

the efficiency of the mill and maximize its

Being one of the

utilization. After the brief meeting, the SRA

mill districts, he

team conducted series of rapid field

said that it is just Isabela’s official inclusion in the

assessment that includes soil sampling and

proper for SRA

crop productivity data gathering.

to extend Isabela the necessary services and

Board Member Serafica cited
list of mill districts.

assistance citing the programs under RA No.
During the stakeholders’ meeting, Mr. Marco

10659, otherwise known as the “Sugarcane

Lorenzo welcomed the SRA team and all the

Industry Development Act of 2015”. He

participants coming from the various

stressed that before the district could avail of

municipalities of Isabela. In his message, he

all the assistance especially under SIDA, there
(Continued on p. 8)
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table meeting among the SRA team to plan
out immediate services/interventions to be
given to the Isabela mill district including the
deployment of extension personnel and
setting up of the SRA Office.— Lito M.
Caranguian

ANNOUNCEMENT!!!
Engr. Laverne Olalia presented the result of rapid
assessment conducted in the Isabela Mill District.

Atty. Ignacio Santillana discussed the SIDA programs
and some MDDC matters.

must be a strong and active MDDC in the
district. Following his message was the
presentation of Engr. Laverne Olalia on the
result of the assessment in the district while
Atty. Ignacio Santillana discussed about the
SIDA programs and matters regarding the
creation of the MDDC. Mr. Francisco Manalo,
GFII/ECOFUEL Operations Consultant gave
the closing remarks.
Immediately after the stakeholders meeting,
Board Member Serafica called for a round

The Extension Services Division
(Luzon & Mindanao) will hold a
“Grassroots Leadership Training
for Farmer Leaders” on
October 18 - 20, 2017 at the
Luzon Agricultural Research and
Extension Centre in Paguiruan,
Floridablanca, Pampanga.
A project under the Sugar Industry
Development Act (SIDA), this
training is deemed as a vital tool
in the further capacitation of Block
Farm heads to be more efficient,
equipped and confident in leading
their respective groups towards
progress and stability.
With the numerous challenges
they encounter in the operation of
their block farms, this seminar is
very timely, practical and
necessary to strengthen or develop
their character even more in
handling all related obstacles.
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MDDC Coordinates with the Matalam
Local Executive for the Farm-to-Market
Road Project
The Cotabato MDDC Chairman, MDDC Manager and
the MDO recently coordinated with Mayor Cheryl
Catamco regarding the on-going legworks for the
implementation of the FMR recipient Barangay
Manubuan at Matalam, North Cotabato.
The 1.13 kilometer road connecting the national
highway to the sugarcane fields of the said barangay
has been geo-tagged for the project. The Mayor is
very optimistic that through this project, both the
Christian and Muslim planters plying this route will
soon have easy access to their farms.
Mayor Catamco has been helpful in settling land
disputes involving local residents in the municipality.
This was made possible through her involvement in
organizing and strengthening the council of elders of
our Muslim brothers in this town. The council was
expected to serve as catalyst for the immediate
settlement of any conflict that can affect the
relationship of the residents to abate further
escalation of hostilities when critical situations arise.

CMDDCFI Visits Ormoc City
MDDC Chairman Engr. Edgardo Sarmiento, MDDC
Manager Mr. Samuel Cadungon together with
new sugarcane planter Mr. Jay Mearns recently
visited a farm in Ormoc City to explore the
possibilities of acquiring a mini-harvester
equipment for the Cotabato area.
It was learned during the recent Philsutech
convention that a demo on harvesting canes
employing the use of a certain brand of harvester
(Sickle Sword) was very effective in carrying out
this tedious job.
With the current problem in the district where
there’s a lack in man power during harvest
periods, the MDDC, in coordination with Mr.
Mearns, decided to visit the area to address such
concern.

The trip yielded positive results when the trio
found out that the harvester can also be used and
can be applicable in the local situation. Mr.
Mearns prepared his area at Binoligan,
Kidapawan City, North Cotabato as part of his
expansion area, which he planned to be made
into a demo farm which practices mechanized
harvesting. Definitely, this will soon be a
breakthrough in cane harvesting in the district.

COTABATO MDDC EMBARKS ON RAT
CONTROL PROGRAM
The CMDDCFI is consistent with its effort to abate
the perpetual occurrence of rats in the fields as
planters continue to ask for baits to fight the
rodents. The planters in the district complained to
the COSUCECO and to the MDDC office of the
presence of rats in their standing canes and
feared of losing their crops to the pests as they
continue to escalate in damaging their 7 –month
old sugarcane.
With the start of the rat control program, the
MDDC has purchased the initial batch of the
rodenticide “Zinc Phosphide”, worth P30,000.00
during the first quarter of 2017 but alarmed the
planters to be strictly vigilant with its handling as
this is very poisonous and it needs special
preparation and application techniques. The
latest rodenticide introduced was “STORM”, a
ready-to-use rodenticide that was tested to be
very effective. At present, the MDDC purchased
P70,000.00 worth of STORM rodenticides.
Another volume of said rodenticides will be
arriving in the last week of July, 2017 as planters
continue to request for more rat baits because
their standing canes are in danger of being
damaged as another milling regime approaches.
The planters were advised to make the necessary
moves to contain the effects of the damage and
possible infestation of rodents if left unattended.
As part of the control measures, they were
advised to clean their farm headlands, have
periodic field inspection especially the ratooned
ones that may serve as harborage. The
(Continued on page 12)
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Twenty (20) beneficiaries of vocational courses in
the Special Training for Employment Program
(STEP) for the Sugarcane Industry under the
Sugarcane Industry Development Act (SIDA) have
recently finished their training at the TESDA
Accredited Training School. The graduation
ceremony was held at the DASUCECO Compound
in Guihing, Hagonoy, Davao del Sur which was
attended by TESDA officials and the stakeholders

graduation ceremony is just the beginning of their
journey towards success. “As you grow, you’ll
realize that the definition of success changes, the
most important thing in your life is to live with
integrity, to live your life as an honest individual
and be a compassionate person,” he said.
Before the conclusion of the ceremony, Starter Kits
like System Automotive Electrical System kits, Test
and Repair Wiring kits and Welding kits were
given to the scholars as a grant. Scholars expressed
their appreciation to SRA, MDDC and all the
sugarcane industry stakeholders because they have
been chosen as the beneficiaries of the program.
Below is the list of Scholarship beneficiaries who
took the Service Automotive Electrical Component
course:

System Automotive Electrical system kits, Test and Repair wiring
kit and Welding kits were given to the SRA scholarship
beneficiaries as grant.

of the sugarcane industry in the district such as the
Davao Mill District Development Council
Foundation Inc. (DMDDCFI), Sugar Regulatory
Administration (SRA), Free Planters Cooperative
(FPC), United Sugarcane Planters of Davao
(USPD), Samahang Sugarcane Planters MPC (SSPMPC), Samahang Sugarcane Planters Inc. (SSPI)
and the Mindanao Sugarcane Planters
(MINSUPLAS) as well as the parents of the
scholars.
The Chairman of the Davao MDDC Mr.
Constancio B. Galinato gave his welcome remarks
and congratulations to the graduates and their
parents. He appreciates the initiative of the
government and the people behind the SIDA for
the support like the scholarship program they’ve
extended to the dependents and farm workers of
the small sugarcane planters in the district. Davao
Mill District Officer Mr. Edgar Aclao, Sr. delivered
his inspirational message and emphasized that this

Romeo S. Araño, Jr.
Romel B. Armecin
Gilbert M. Cagape
Elric S. Cagape
Daryl R. Canitan
Al P. Espina
Mark Christopher G. Gido
Michael John M. Mirafuentes
Glenn L. Pangandoyon
Dectrel M. Pentado
Meanwhile, here’s the list of scholarship
beneficiaries who took the Shielded Metal Arc
Welding NCI course:
Marvin C. Baloca
Reynante C. Booc
Jerry B. Eyas
Cloyd Lian R. Kadasole
Rosalie Giovane N. Dela Cruz
Z. Relatado
Alfredo M. Sara-osos Jr Juvy C. Tampipi
James Mark G. Torres
Mark Loyd T. Young

By: Edgar Aclao, Sr.

SRA scholars during their actual training.
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Various Seminars Staged at the Bukidnon Mill District
April-June 2017 was indeed a very successful
period for the Sugar Regulatory Administration as
Mill District Officer Mr. Alan Buque conducted a
Technology Seminar to Sugarcane Planters of
Bukidnon sponsored by the BUSCO Milling
Company, Inc. The said seminar aimed to educate
farmers about the new technology used in
farming, the proper ways and techniques in
farming and to promote the new varieties
particularly the High Yielding Varieties (HYVs).
Every year, the BUSCO Sugar Milling Company,
Inc. allocates budget for the Sugarcane
Technology Seminar intended for the different
barangays of Bukidnon. During this particular
quarter, in cooperation with SRA, BUSCO
organized and conducted seminars to ten (10)
barangays with sugarcane farms. The seminars
were participated in by farmers from the said
barangays that totaled to more than three
hundred forty-four (344) participants.

Obviously, the participants were very interested and
eager to learn.

together with Mr. Alan Buque successfully nailed
the validation seminars of six (6) SRA initiated
block farms held on May 3-5, 2017 at the site. The
said seminars were participated in by one hundred
fifty seven (157) attendees.
The seminars were successfully done through the
active participation of the farmers from Bukidnon
who were very eager, willing and interested to
learn. They listened to the different lectures and
discussions prepared by the speakers. Some of the
topics discussed were on the Validation Survey
and Status Report of each Block Farm. After the
seminar, there were questions and queries raised
by the participants that were answered by the
speakers to their best knowledge and expertise.
There were also concerns and issues raised by the
members like the request for land preparation for
some areas of the block farms, possible put-up of
shallow tube wheels (STW), initial start in capital,
livelihood programs, tractor and farm implements
grant and disbursements of fertilizer. In relation to
the concerns and issues by the members, the
officials explained to them that the delayed
release of the assistance in kind and technical
were because of the various requirements given by
the agencies involved in the project. But the
officials assured the members that they were doing
their best in dealing with these problems, concerns
and issues.
The seminars conducted were indeed a success.
The participants did not only learn new things

(Continued on p. 12)

The topics discussed during the seminar
were the following: The Different Growth

Stages of Sugarcane, The Importance and
Proper Timing on Land Preparation,
Planting, Weeding, Cultivation,
Fertilization, Pest and Disease and their
Control and Harvesting.

Likewise, through the joint forces and
team effort of the Extension team
comprised of Dr. Dina Padilla-Fernandez,
the Chief Agriculturist of Luzon and
Mindanao, Ms. Evelyn Estanislao, Senior
Science Research Specialist, and Mr. Joel Bukidnon MDO Mr. Alan Buque spearheads the seminars in the
Bukidnon MDDC.
Ronario, Tarlac Mill District Officer
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about farming but were also able to
voice out their concerns which will later
contribute to the improvement and
development of the company’s services
and assistance for the members of the
block farms. More than that, they
gained learnings and insights which they
can use to improve their production
and the way they farm. - Alan Buque

Chief Agriculturist Dr. Dina Padilla-Fernandez along with Ms. Evelyn
Estanislao and Mr. Joel Ronario oblige for a photo op with seminar
participants.

(Cotabato MDDC Embarks. . from p. 9)

application of rat baits was also recommended
but with the MDDC’s assistance as it is limited
and is on a first come- first serve basis. With the
outbreak of rats, it is recommended that the
control strategy require unified efforts from the
farmers in the community as rats are known to
travel long distances from their habitats.

North Cotabato’s Kalivungan Festival
Preparation
The yearly celebration of the Kalivungan festival
tapped the CMMDCFI’s involvement as the
Dept. of Agriculture, through its Municipal
Agriculturist, Dr. Willy Joluya and Agricultural
Technician, Mrs. Lory Buday requested for a
meeting regarding the event. It was a usual
practice that the CMDDFI through its Chairman,
Engr. Edgardo Sarmiento participate in the said
festivity by giving some tips on the manufacture
of sugar through videos and some leaflets on
the cultural practices of sugarcane. Earlier, the
MDDC contributed in the booth display
highlighting the district’s recommended
sugarcane varieties and some bags of sugar
from COSUCECO.- Ireneo F. Nuñez

