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SRA Provident Fund By-Laws Ratified;
Board of Trustees Elected
THE whole SRA community (Luzon-Mindanao and
Visayas) recently ratified the By-laws of the agency’s
Provident Fund and held the election of the members
of its Board of Trustees.
Interestingly, the By-laws was ratified but with
amendment as proposed by SRA Visayas. Said
amendment, to take effect on the next election
(February 2014) states that the two (2) members of
the Board of Trustees from the first, second and third
levels shall come from and be elected as follows: one
(1) from Luzon-Mindanao and the other one (1) from
Visayas.
For the question, “Do you agree to ratify the By-laws
of the Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA)
Provident Fund?” a total of 297 voted for “Yes”: 155
came from Visayas and 297 came from LuzonMindanao. Meanwhile, 16 people voted for “No”,
five from Visayas and 11 from Luzon-Mindanao.
As for the next question, “Are you in favor of
designating an officer of the Board of Trustees for the
1st, 2nd, 3rd level, one (1) from Visayas and one (1)
from Luzon and Mindanao?” a total of 228 chose
“Yes” and 33 went for “No.” The breakdown of votes
for the former is as follows: 93 came from Visayas
and 135 from the Luzon-Mindanao contingent. For
the 33 who voted for “No”, 28 came from LuzonMindanao and five from Visayas.
The race for the members of the Board of Trustees
was a tight one. For each level position, only two
slots are needed.

Starting with the Third Level Position, a one-vote
difference emerged between SRA Luzon-Mindanao’s
Fernando Corpuz (183) and SRA Visayas’ Dominador
Villanueva (184). This clearly showed how hotlycontested the posts were. The other two candidates,
Luis Marajas of SRA Luzon-Mindanao and SRA
Visayas’ Doreta delos Santos got votes of 162 and
179, respectively.
In the Second Level Position, Marcelino Guevarra of
SRA Luzon-Mindanao clinched 171 votes while SRA
Visayas’ Atty. Ignacio Santillana was the top-notcher
garnering 180 votes. Irene Cruz of SRA Visayas gave
Mr. Guevarra a stiff competition for the last spot as
she bagged 170 votes. Raphael Henri Mundo of SRA
Luzon-Mindanao came in fourth with 126 while SRA
Visayas’ Hector Rivera was at the tail end with 54
nods.
For the First Level Position, SRA Visayas’ Gemma
Parcon was the runaway winner with 208 votes. She
was closely followed by SRA Luzon-Mindanao’s
Vision Faith Sangalang who garnered 174 nods. The
other candidates, Abigail Flores from SRA LuzonMindanao and Lolita Tuazon from SRA Visayas
received votes of 163 and 158, respectively.
For Sugareap’s Board of Director’s Representative,
there was only one nominee, Emilia Chu of SRA
Luzon-Mindanao.
In the Visayas, she
got 166 votes
while in her turf,
she garnered 186
for a total of 352
votes.

Starting this edition, our Newsletter will have its GAD Corner. This is to distinguish
the issues/concerns related to it from our workplace. Of course, the Ripples and the
Purple Box stand still as they touch the way of life inside and out. The Viewpoints is
placed on the last portion of the newsletter as its topic vary– from gender issues,
current events, lifestyle, and etc., depending on the person assigned to it.
Apart from the original Personnel Matters, office matters will also be highlighted to remind or inform
employees of the recently released rules and regulations in the government and of SRA’s as required for good
governance.
It would be interesting to know who is celebrating his/her birthday, considering also the effect. Hence we
decided to keep the Happy Birthday corner. Receiving birthday wishes could in any way pacify conflicts and
release stress or anxiety. Greeting someone as well, is a wonderful feeling. And the most enjoyable of it all
is the birthday bash. So, enjoy reading and have a happy
day!

Of Love and a Promising Start
The first two months of 2012 proved to be exciting in the SRA scene. We all had a bang of a
start, so to speak. Christmas and New Year simply recharged our batteries and renewed our zest
for life. Armed with a positive outlook, bright perspectives are at hand. Definitely, we’re on the
right track and it’s good!
The formation of the SRA Provident Fund is one great starter. It’s really employee-friendly that will benefit everyone in
the long haul. Now that its By-laws were recently ratified by the body plus the election of its Board of Trustees, there’s
really no stopping the Provident Fund from becoming one huge ally of the whole SRA community.
It’s definitely a fresh start for the SRA-GAD as it reconstituted its Focal System. With some new but committed faces
joining the mix, exciting things abound for this mission-driven group.
February is the month of hearts so it’s just apt to talk about love in Viewpoints. Giggle, chuckle and get tickled with the
revelations made by our select respondents as they share the craziest or cheesiest thing they’ve done because of love.
Purple Box explores the countless ways of finding love: that its existence is not only confined to a limited few. As long as
the heart beats, love can be found even in the most unexpected places, as cliché as it may sound.
In Ripples, the real beauty of love is exposed: that it’s not onion-skin deep, that it actually probes deeper. The piece
reminds everyone that sadness is part of loving. As we grow more mature, we realize that love is indeed a sacrifice. And
what’s ironic about it is that the happiness it brings is simply immeasurable and is worth all the pains we’ve gone through.
This is a very nice issue. We really enjoyed preparing this for you dear readers. So we hope you also feel the same as
you go through each page. Thank you for patronizing our homegrown newsletter which has already become a favorite of
many of our fellow employees.
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Calamities/Disasters.”

Office & Personnel
Matters By Precy Madrid

Attached in the said memo is the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) Memorandum Circular No.
2, s. 2012 dated February 16, 2012 regarding
the adoption of the guidelines in the grant of
special emergency leave to government
employees affected by natural calamities/
disasters.

2012 SRA Car Pass Sticker
A memorandum was recently issued by the
Office of the Deputy Administrator regarding
the latest SRA car pass sticker.

Below are the guidelines:

The said memo states that for security reasons,
all private vehicle owners entering the SRA
compound are required to secure the 2012 SRA
Car Pass Sticker.

A five-day special emergency leave shall be
granted to government employees directly
affected by natural calamity/disaster;

It is now available at the Property and
Procurement Section located at the second floor
of the SRA Annex Building for just One
Hundred pesos (Php 100).

The special emergency leave can be applied for
five straight working days or on staggered
basis and will not be deducted from the
employee’s leave credits;

Official vehicles of SRA, NFA and LLDA are
likewise required to secure the sticker but free
of charge.

The purpose of the leave may be any of the
following: for urgent repair and clean-up of
damaged house, being stranded in affected
areas, disease/illness of employees brought
by natural calamity/disaster, caring of
immediate family members affected by
natural calamity/disaster;

********

“Lingkod Bayani” Button Pin
THE Office of the Deputy Administrator
released a Memorandum with regard to the
implementation of Civil Service Commission
(CSC) Memorandum Circular (MC) No. 22
Series of 2011.

The special emergency leave may be availed of
by the affected government employees
within thirty days from the first day of
calamity declaration by proper government
agencies/authorities;

The said circular enjoins all government
officials to adopt the “Gawing Lingkod Bayani
ang Bawat Kawani” slogan.

A commonly declared natural calamity/disaster
may include, but not limited to, earthquakes,
flooding, volcanic eruption and landslide
that have profound environmental effect
and/or human loss and frequently cause
financial loss; and

All officials and employees are directed to
attach the prescribed “Lingkod Bayani” button
pin as part of the uniform effective March 1,
2012.
Employees could claim their own button pin at
the SRA Human Resource Section.
********

Special Emergency Leave
FROM the Office of the Administrator, a
Memorandum was issued on February 28, 2012
with regard to the “Special Emergency Leave to
Government Employees Affected by Natural
SRA & GAD Newsletter

The head of office shall take full responsibility
for the grant of special emergency leave and
verification of the employee’s eligibility to be
granted thereof. Said verification shall include:
validation of place of residence based on latest
available records of the affected employee;
verification of place of residence is covered in
the declaration of calamity area by the proper
government agency; and such other proofs as
may be necessary.
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Love Thought

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS FOR THE MONTH
OF JANUARY

By Sarah Pangarotan

Loving Unconditionally…

WHEN we love somebody with so much passion
and emotion, it’s sure to come round in one way or
another. But if in some twist of fate, we don’t get
as much as we give, we must still appreciate
instead of complaining or arguing since as humans,
we all have faults and will always be susceptible to
making mistakes.
In this light, we should be aware of our own
limitations and realize that since we are not
perfect, then others won’t be either. We have to
keep in mind that loving others can also make us
satisfied and happy with ourselves.
Unconditional love means loving without
expecting anything in return. It seems difficult to
just love and not demand for reciprocation
especially with the presence of our ego. But if we’ll
just look around us, we’ll realize that there are lots
of living examples: the love of a mother to her
child, the love between two life partners and the
love between siblings to name a few. Loving
unconditionally means making sacrifices. Yes,
even if our egos get hurt.
Human nature dictates that love begets love. It’s
true but it comes in many forms. No one is spared
from being hurt. But the good thing is we become
more mature after going through tests.
To give more and demand less is truly a tall order.
But we must never lose hope and be afraid of the
challenge. We must keep on loving even if we get
disappointed or frustrated many times. It’s part
and parcel of our being human. It makes us
complete in the long run.
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS FOR THE MONTH
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By Joseph Peter R. Gonzales

Discovering Love’s Real Beauty
IT’S a fact that love is one of
God’s best gifts to us. A
wonderful, powerful and
compelling feeling which not
only makes us happy but more
importantly, complete.
Ironically, it can also make us
lonely, upset and frustrated
especially when a relationship
ends. It definitely brings out
the best and worse in us.
Definitely, love is not all a
bed of roses. That while it can
bring us to Cloud Nine, it can
also drag down to a river of
tears and anxieties. We will
encounter lots of “hits” and
“misses” along the way. But
alas! We should view it as
something which can greatly
contribute to our maturity as
lovers and over-all, as
individuals. That’s where the
real beauty lies.

has many hues, which we
must learn to accept, embrace
and live with if we choose to
be in love. In the passing of
times, there would be changes
and we should be ready to
adapt to all these.
Love evolves. Sometimes, we
feel that the one we love
doesn’t love us anymore
because he or she isn’t sweet
or thoughtful or caring
anymore. What we don’t
realize is because of the length
of the time that we’re together
we become too much familiar
with each other. But that
doesn’t mean our love
decreased. Our hearts and
minds should just go with the
tide.

To say that love is perfect or
any relationship for that
matter is a fallacy. Let us not
be blinded by all the sugarcoatings and superficialities
we see. It’s all onion-skin
deep. It’s all in the initial
stage. But as days go by, we
witness some ugly parts
included in the package. And
it’s up to us to continue or
step back.

Two individuals who are in
love also need to grow. This
means their worlds can’t just
revolve around them. They
need to reach out to other
people and still continue
discovering their
individualities without losing
their romance. It doesn’t mean
that you have to be with each
other 24/7 to show your
affection. What matters is that
you are in each other’s hearts
all the time even in the event
of physical distance.

Love is not permanent or
stagnant. It is free-flowing. It

Love opens many possibilities
for us to see and accept our
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weaknesses and eventually
improve them. It’s for us to
nourish, cultivate and let it
reach its best form. We
shouldn’t be afraid to
experience the downside of
loving since from it we gather
our wisdom. That if we fail
one time, we don’t repeat the
same mistake again in the next
chapter.
The real beauty of love lies in
the fact that it lets us
experience the varying
emotions associated with it:
from joy to pain to excitement
to frustration to thrill. The list
can go on but one thing
certain is at the end, we
become better persons out of
it: the type who will not turn a
recluse because of a failed
romance but rather, one who
becomes brave to welcome a
new love and explore its
unknowns.
But personally, the best lesson
I learned in my years of
loving is letting my significant
other love me the way he
wants and not my way. You
can’t impose how to be loved.
Love is given freely, that’s
why it’s unique.
Unpredictability is a positive
spice. That is how I
discovered the real beauty of
love which taught me how to
become mature, strong and
confident. Armed with these, I
know that its beauty in my life
will not fade!
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The members include Mr. George Talam, Ms.
Ma. Florencia Logroño, Ms. Myrna Magsipoc,
Ms. Lucille Mae Sy, Mr. Dee Arr Paglumotan and
Ms. May Grace Arsenal. The Secretariat is
comprised of Ms. Mayline Uberas and Ms.
Gemma Parcon.

SRA-GAD Focal System Reconstituted
FRESH is definitely the best word to describe
SRA-GAD’s start this 2012. Following
Memorandum Circular No. 2011-01 dated
October 21, 2011 which was issued by the
Philippine Commission on Women-Office of the
President which orders the strengthening of the
GAD Focal Point System, the SRA-GAD recently
undergone a reconstitution of its own Focal
System, welcoming a number of new faces to its
fold and let them experience how it is to be part
of the mission-driven team.

Considering both contingents’ heavy line-up
this year, it is deemed that great things can be
accomplished this 2012.

SRA-GAD’S CALENDAR OF
ACTIVITIES FOR
MARCH

This year, Dr. Dina Padilla-Fernandez is once
again appointed as the Vice-Chairman of the
Quezon City chapter and her members include
Ms. Dolly dela Cruz, Ms. Priscilla Madrid and Mr.
Ervin Salsalida.

WITH the newly reconstituted SRA-GAD
Focal Point System, an active and fruitful
year is anticipated. 2012 promises to be
another busy year for the group and hopes
are high that they’d be able to duplicate or
even surpass their feat in 2011. Take the
month of March for example, where they
lined-up numerous activities in line with the
celebration of Women’s Month.

Her counterpart for the Bacolod group is Dr.
Teresa Jereza with Ms. Rosario Motus, Atty.
Albert Arles and Ms. Luz Felicidad Jalandoon as
her members.

*March 5- Participation to the Quezon City
government’s official kick-off event of its
observance of Women’s Month;

The Technical Working Group (TWG) for the
Quezon City group is headed by Dr. Fernandez
with Ms. Corazon Boyero as Assistant Head.

*March 14-15- Strategic Planning Workshop
and Seminar of SRA’s GAD Focal Point
members and the Technical Working Group;

The members are comprised of Mr. Raphael
Henri Mundo, Ms. Roda Ann Marmol, Ms. Anna
Angela Antonio, Ms. Elsa Manangan, Mr. Ian
Pedalizo, Ms. Rebecca Mata, Ms. Alicia Maliwat,
Ms. Lilia Gungon, Ms. Ma. Theresa Ricafort and
Ms. Sarah Pangarotan. Meanwhile, Ms. Evelyn
Estanislao and Mr. Joseph Peter Gonzales
compose the Secretariat.

*March 19- Lecture Forum on Safety
Measures to be taken during Earthquakes;
*March 26- Fire Prevention Seminar
*The next batch of GST for SRA’s rank & file
employees is targeted between April or
May.

For the Bacolod contingent, Ms. Jereza heads
the team and designated as her assistant is Ms.
Irene Cruz.
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she patiently longs to be with her kids after a
long day.

The
Purple
Box

It exists in a bottle of beer, sterilized milk or
orange juice.
It exists in a quiet corner of one’s heart.

By Mafi R. Ramos

It exists in every possible way, where miracles
still happen.

Where Love Exists

It exists in a text message expressing one’s care
and concern.

A love that’s true spells genuine happiness
without pretensions. But sometimes, we fail to
recognize where love exists. Never knowing
that love surrounds us in everywhere we go,
that it exists in so many ways. Amazingly, it
exists in the simplest and purest forms.
Love exists in the laughter only a mother and
child could understand.
It exists in SRA where everyone is treated like a
Kapamilya, Kapuso and Kapatid.
It exists in a sugarcane field where blood, sweat
and tears are transformed into a fruitful harvest
for a sweet sugar industry.
It exists in a manager’s pat on the shoulder on
one of her staff as a sign of support for a good
job done.
It exists in one’s own comfort zone.
It exists in every sugar forum and consultation
where open communication is the key to better
understanding.

It exists in every prayerful heart.
It exists in a song which speaks of love’s varying
emotions.
It exists in a waiting heart no matter how
uncertain its future is.
It exists in every book where ideas,
imaginations and sentiments are put into print.
It exists in deep joy, quiet peace, strong faith
and strengthened heart.
It exists in every thought and memory of a
happy past.
It exists in the one who is formerly a part of our
life and is returning.
It exists in every little and big thing we do for
our family, for our friends, for our boss, for
mother nature, for our country, for God.
It exists in every dining table, for as long as
there is love between and among hearts.

It exists in a blissful and yet, challenging
married life.

It exists in the heart of a dreamer trusting that
the dream will one day come true.

It exists in many lunchboxes.

It exists in every great love that has a great
story.

It exists in hugs, kisses and smiles.

And the counting continues...as love and loving
goes on and on.

It exists in the workplace where beating
deadlines and rush assignments are a staple.

Indeed, love can be found almost everywhere
and in every happy heart.

It exists in hospital rooms where the sick are
cared for by those who wish them to be well.
It exists in a cheerful giver.
It exists in the bathroom where anyone can sing
out loud the songs for the one she silently loves
and adores.
It exists in small talks between and among
faithful friends.
It exists in a Valentine date and the sweet
developments that would follow.
It exists in a working mom’s ride back home as
SRA & GAD Newsletter
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Compiled by:

Sarah Jean
Pangarotan

What was the most romantic thing
you’ve done for love?

friend.” --Romualdo Vijandre IV(Planning and Policy
Department)

“Ever since I had a boyfriend, I wasn’t really that
sweet. It was only recently that I started caring for my
partner, and I try the hardest way I could. Vanity
when it comes to self-beautification is also not me as
well but lately, I also spoil him in the same way I do
to myself. For example, I make it a point to apply
facial cleanser, moisturizer and sun block all over his
face and neck while I’m doing my beauty ritual. This
way, it will conceal the age gap between us!” --Ellen
Rose Oblefias (Property and Procurement Section)

“Considering that I’m not the romantic type of a
girlfriend, I think the most ‘cheesy’ thing I did in the
name of love happened two years ago, specifically
one day before I moved to Manila. I personally handmade a simple card and attached the sweetest photo
of me and my dear one. I gave it to him on our way
home, while we were in a bus. He was touched that
he cried at that very moment. Good thing he

“Years ago, my husband and I had a series of
misunderstandings so a friend advised me to stop
“It was during my college days when my
nagging and blaming him for his faults and instead,
girlfriend and I had a fight. To make it up to her and be humble and just double my love, forgiveness and
eventually win her back, I requested her classmates to understanding for him. So one night, after he arrived
give her my gift of 11 cute teddy bear stuff toys
home, instead of berating him again which could
which carried various letters and when arranged
spark another exchange of heated argument, I
would read: ‘WANT YOU BACK.’ At that very
cleansed his face, did a little facial spa session and
moment, I realized I never really wanted to lose that began massaging him, resulting to the birth of my
girl though I still did in the long run!” --Rondell Ray youngest kid. Ha-ha-ha! The rest is history.” --Vision
Manjarres (Sugar Transaction Division)
Faith Sangalang (Property and Procurement Section)

followed me here in Manila months after!” Frauline Grace Tamba (Administrator’s office)

“Interestingly, it happened just recently. I decided
to give a bouquet of red roses and a box of chocolates
to the girl whom I consider very dear to me at
present. And take note there was no occasion at all!
All her workmates witnessed what I did and to her
surprise and joy, she literally hid under her table.
There Is No Limit to
Nervous as I was, I felt proud because I was able to
What You Can Achieve
express to her how much she means to me without
being concerned with what other people would say!”
--Harold Mira (Transport and Maintenance Section) Deep inside you lies unlimited potential.
“It was the time when I sneaked out from my
parents’ house just to be with the one I love on his
birthday. Looking back, I realized it was not only
romantic but crazy, too! --Mafi Ramos (Licensing and
Monitoring Division)
“When I was in college and that was ages ago
(laughs), sneakers for guys and gals was the ‘in’
thing. One day, as my special friend and I were
walking along the campus corridor, I noticed her shoe
laces run loose so I tied it back unaware that everyone
around us was watching me and they clapped their
hands to my amazement. I guess it was the craziest
though romantic thing I’ve ever done for a special
SRA & GAD Newsletter

There are many ways to tap into your talents,
but first, you have to believe in your power to create, to
dream, and to take risks.
The possibilities are unlimited if you reach beyond what is
comfortable.
Learn to accept change, for it will help you realize your
inner strength and abilities.
To achieve your full potential, learn to love without
judgment, create without inhibitions,
laugh without regrets, and dream with no limitations.
Create your own destiny, and success will follow you on
your journey.
---Jennifer Marsh
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