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SRA Holds Annual Christmas Party
THE Sugar Regulatory Administration held its yearly
Christmas get-together on December 20, 2011 at
the agency’s Social Hall. Fun-filled and colorful, the
event was truly one opportune moment for the
whole SRA family to bond as a body as they witness
and experience the enjoyable activities lined up for
the whole day.

when it comes to the
performing arts. This
was evident in the
presentations as a
number of SRA
denizens stood out as

A solemn mass kicked off the start of the day’s
festivity. Administrator Regina Bautista-Martin,
Deputy Administrator Aida Ignacio and Board
Member Pablito Sandoval, along with SRA’s other
top honchos were present. The spacious social hall
was filled with people, which proved that
attendance-wise, the event was a resounding
success.
Hosted by RDE Manager III Fernando Corpuz, the
official program started in a jiffy. Adm. Martin
delivered her inspiring Christmas message to the
body. She expressed high hopes and optimism that
2012 would become a better and more fruitful year
for SRA. That despite the challenges the agency
has faced in 2011, it would remain steadfast and
unfazed to continue trekking the road to success
notwithstanding the stumbling blocks.
After Adm. Martin’s speech, it was now time for the
much anticipated group presentation. Right after
the mass, the employees went back to their
respective departments first to prepare and
change to their colorful costumes. This is already a
tradition in SRA where departments are divided
and made to stage a production number depicting
the event’s chosen theme. For this year, it’s
“Paskong Kay Saya…Paskong Kay Sigla…Para Sa
Buong Pamilya.”
Definitely, the friendly competition gets thicker year
after year. The audience is treated to a creative,
innovative and fabulous extravaganza which glues
them to their seats. Apart from how creative the
group interprets the theme, the competition also
highlights the hidden talents of many employees

Adm. Regina Bautista-Martin delivering her
Christmas message. (top circle); A huge number of
kids turned up at the SRA Christmas party and
enjoyed the parlor games prepared for them. (top)
they exhibited their acting, singing and dancing
prowess to the delight of the crowd.
The distinguished panel of judges for the contest
was composed of Adm. Martin, Board Member
Sandoval and Mr. James Ledesma, Jr., whose father
is a former SRA Administrator.
First to start the ball rolling was the RDE group
whose innovative approach was a hit to the
audience. They featured colorful Disney moments in
their presentation like scenes from “Beauty & the
Beast,” ” The Little Mermaid” and “Aladdin.”
Combining drama, comedy and music, theirs was
truly an enjoyable production number.
Next to take the floor was the combined forces of
the Administrator’s Office, Regulation and Planning
Department. Theirs was the most dramatic when it
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THE New Year signals a new beginning so it is the best time to make a fresh resolution or goal for a better
lifestyle. Making New Year’s resolutions is challenging at it stimulates our longing for a renewal of both
our mind and body. It is very easy as you can actually list down as many goals as you want.
The difficult part is how to prioritize and achieve these New Year’s resolutions as they
involve enormous efforts, time and most often, money. To make things less complicated,
here are some tips. Be sure that your goals are realistic, sensible and feasible. Then develop a
plan and implement it strictly. Do some analysis of the situation carefully and see if any
changes are required. Better yet, have a plan B in case Plan A did not work well the way it
should be. We must remember that achieving New Year’s resolutions requires strong will,
determination and a definite goal to make it really happen. HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF US!
IT’S the start of a brand new year
once again, folks! It’s a new
journey to trek, without really
knowing what’s in store for us in
this much-anticipated Year of the
Dragon. But that’s where the
excitement lies: exploring the unknown! What’s important
is we keep the hope burning in our hearts that things will be
better as 2012 unfolds.
Speaking of positivism, that’s what we want to carry the
whole year round here in our homegrown newsletter. It
seems only yesterday when we first came out with the
maiden issue. It was experimental. Who would have
thought we’re on our fifth edition already?

parlor games which brought the house down and of course,
the raffle! These are all given highlights.
The SRA-GAD, in spite of the late approval of their budget
for 2011 still managed to conduct successful GSTs (gender
sensitivity trainings) in the provinces of Bukidnon,
Pampanga, Tarlac, Davao, Bicol and Cagayan. Know what
transpired during those worthwhile undertakings.
“Purple Box” zeroes in on the importance of second
chances. Failures are inevitable but they don’t make us
lesser individuals. God always gives us another crack at life
and hopefully, with lessons learned from our past mistakes,
we can already reach success.

Meanwhile, “Ripples” tackles the value of counting our
blessings. Sometimes, we ask too much and become
It’s inspiring to know that in our own little way, we become
preoccupied with our gargantuan concerns that we fail to
part of each SRA denizen’s life. We witness all the happy
see the little blessings which are often overlooked.
and victorious moments happening in the four corners of
Ironically, these minute gifts from God are what complete
the agency and are proud to report it to the community. It’s
the huge ones. They make our triumphs more meaningful.
also to our pride to serve as the voice of the body if the
need arises and of course, act as watchdogs to help ensure a As for “Viewpoints”, it discusses the stressful things the
more peaceful and harmonious workplace.
Yuletide season brings. The answers, though predictable
really give a clear picture of what happens in the modernThis issue is full of positives. The banner story recounts
day celebration of Christmas here in the Philippines. We do
what transpired during SRA’s recent Christmas party. The
hope you enjoy reading each page as we enjoyed preparing
glitzy and awesome production numbers that were staged,
them for you. Wishing you a really Happy New Year!
the inspiring messages of our top honchos, the riotous

EDITORIAL BOARD
M. DINA PADILLA-FERNANDEZ
Editor-in-Chief

SRA & GAD Newsletter is released bi-monthly by
the SRA-Gender and Development TWG and
Extension Services Division of the Sugar Regulatory
Administration, Sugar Center Bldg., North Avenue,
Diliman, Quezon City 1104 Philippines.
If you are interested in receiving copies of the
newsletter, kindly contact: sra_gad@yahoo.com

JOSEPH PETER R. GONZALES
Editor
MAFI R. RAMOS
Associate Editor
Contributors
Dolores R. de la Cruz

Corazon D. Boyero

Michael S. Chavez

Ma. Carolina G. Dunton

Evelyn B. Estanislao

Priscilla V. Madrid

Roda Ann Y. Marmol

Rebecca C. Mata

Raphael R. Mundo

You may also view the newsletter by visiting SRA’s
official website: www.sra.gov.ph

SRA & GAD Newsletter

Marco D. Soriano
AIDA F. IGNACIO– Adviser

Issue 5

Nov—Dec 2011

p. 2

(SRA-Holds Annual . . . from page 1)

comes to story line. The family was really the central
backdrop. The depiction of the theme was strong
and the group was able to capture the audience’s
attention through their energized musical spots.
Last to perform was the team-up of Admin &
Finance, General Services and Property. They
executed their presentation well. Technicality-wise,
their presentation was the most polished and in fact,
introduced something new: the hand image
technique which was simply awesome to witness.
Their musical spots were well-choreographed as well.
Adm. Martin was tasked to announce the winners.
While the second group romped off with the grand
prize, the third group placed second, leaving the first
team last in ranking. Nevertheless, all groups received
respective cash prizes which made everyone happy.
What made things more exciting was the execution
of the parlor games prepared for the children who
were tagged along by their parents to the party. This
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took place after everyone partook of the set lunch
SRA distributed for all employees. The kids enjoyed
the games: from hitting the pot to relays to dance
contest.
Another well-applauded portion was the surprise
dance number of some of SRA’s top lady bosses led
by Deputy Administrator Aida F. Ignacio. They
exhibited their terpsichorean skills to the tune of
Beyonce Knowle’s “All the Single Ladies.”
The next portion of the program was the mostawaited part: raffle! Items given out were close to a
hundred apart from the cash. Every name called
expressed joy and gratitude upon receiving their
respective winning. After the raffle, some still stayed
for some merry-making.
Generally, it was a successful and heartfelt occasion,
leaving a smile in the faces of every attendee. For
sure, many won’t forget what transpired the whole
day and keep the flame of hope in their hearts that
next year’s Christmas gathering would be as
successful or even surpass this year’s.
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Asked what lesson he has learned best out of the
scholarship, JP admits the development economics
and business courses helped him strengthen his
research skills and broadened his horizon in
international perspective. Apart from this, what made
his stay in Japan more unforgettable is the friendships
he made plus, experiencing the country’s four
seasons.

Personnel
Matters By Precy Madrid
Unforgettable Experience in the
Land of the Rising Sun
FOR two years (2009-2011),
John Paul Antes was in Japan
to pursue higher studies.
Called the Japanese Grant
Aid for Human Resource
Development Scholarship
Project, JP got the fabulous
opportunity when SRA
endorsed his application
through the Department of
Agriculture. With this
accomplishment, JP further solidified his post as one
of SRA’s future goldmines.
Actually, JP is one of the agency’s most promising
new bloods so it’s just fitting for him to further equip
himself in preparation for bigger opportunities in the
coming days. He graduated with honors from the
AMA Computer University in Quezon City where he
took up Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. He also
finished his Master’s degree (Master of Public
Administration) from the University of the Philippines
(Diliman).
In Japan, he studied at the Sophia University in Tokyo.
JP took up Master of Arts in International Business and
Development Studies. He says he’s proud because
Sophia University is one of the top and renowned
universities in the Land of the Rising Sun. For one, the
faculty members are mostly graduates of some of
the world’s A-1 teaching institutions like: Harvard,
University of Madison, University of Manchester and
Tokyo University. Students are also highly competitive.
His thesis/graduation paper titled “Empirical Evidence
on the Determinants of Bio-fuel Production:
Demystifying the Implications for Developing
Economies” attempted to identify the macro-level
determinants of bio-fuel production and differentiate
their interactions according to the countries’ level of
development using statistical analysis.
JP presented this paper during the 35th Research and
Presentation/Science and Technology Advisory
Council-Japan (STAC-J) Graduate Research Forum
2011 Global held at the Tokyo International
Exchange Center (TIEC) on September 24, 2011.
International graduate students and researchers
living and coming from various universities in Japan
attended the prestigious research forum.
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********

On Study Leave
MR. Laverne C. Olalia, Tarlac MDO is
on study leave. At present, he is
enrolled at the University of the
Philippines (Diliman). He got a
scholarship to study a course called
Geomatics.
It features present developments and
practices in core geomatics
technologies namely, surveying,
digital photogrammetry, global positioning systems
(GPS), remote sensing, and geographic information
systems (GIS).
Mr. Olalia officially reported for
school this November and is
expected to graduate on April
2012.
Mr. Joel G. Ronario, Agriculturist II
from the Balayan Mill District in
Batangas was temporarily tasked
to be the Mill District Officer of
Tarlac.
********

Shooting Triumph
ANOTHER feather was added into SRA’s hat when
one of its denizens won in the “Level 1 Practical
Shooting Match” on October 20-21, 2011.
Michael Lester S. Chavez of the Budget and Treasury
Division was adjudged first runner
-up in the 2nd NFA (National Food
Authority) Administrator’s
Challenge, which is sanctioned
by the Philippine Practical
Shooting Association.
Held at the QCPD Firing Range in
Camp Karingal, Quezon City, the
competition was hotly-contested
with some renowned celebrity
contenders, like veteran acting
stalwart Eddie Garcia and DZMM
anchor Angelo Almonte.
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The Purple
Box
By Mafi R. Ramos

Everybody Deserves a
Second Chance
CHRISTMAS remains to be the most
favorite season of the year for
everybody. Since for wage earners
like us, it’s the time to reap what we
sow and also the time to give back
specially to those who are in need of
our comfort and joy. And still, the best
thing about Christmas is having family
and friends to share the joy of the
ONE whose birth is celebrated.
However, Christmas is hardly felt by
those who lost a loved one from a
disaster or a certain illness. It may
take time to heal, but then, there is
hope to get by from the pain. There is
certainly a chance to heal. And for
those who are mending a broken
heart, Christmas can be blue but

sometimes, being broken-hearted
does not mean it totally broke the
heart into pieces since there is that
another chance to love again.

And then for others, out of the blue,
somebody would come by, to mess
up the happy atmosphere causing
“emotional damage and mind torture”.
This is a burden to carry during the
holidays but just the same, it’s still a
happy season to celebrate. Instead of
letting it enter our system and make
us shed tears, we should be merry.
But in reality, these are all sad and
we really get affected. But everybody
has the chance to get back, move on
and regain the strength and
confidence that were lost.

The first chapter of our life begins on
New Year’s Day. The New Year gives
us the chance for a fresh start, a
second chance, perhaps a third, a
fourth and so on especially if it
pertains to the self.

If we really want to take a chance, the
start of the New Year is the best time
to begin again. Oprah Winfrey said,
“Cheers to the New Year and another
chance to get it right!”
Having a New Year’s resolution is a
good way to get things started.

Resolutions that are doable give us
the chance to start again, to explore
and enjoy; making sure that we can
keep it and get it done throughout the
year.
Now, more than ever, facing an
uncertain future and living in times so
troubled, we need to hold on to our
faith and we need to share it with
others as well.

I look at each New Year as a chance
to renew myself and to try to make
life better and easier for others. I
resolve to spend my life with the
people I love and reserve some time
for what I love to call my own quiet
time, smell the flowers and always
have something to be happy about.
And if we are happy about something,
like love and laughter, it can be
contagious. We got everything we
need to get it done, but just one at a
time.
Dwell on the positive. The best is yet
to come. But we must also prepare
ourselves on days when the sun will
not show its face.

A happy and peaceful New Year to all
of us!

Successful GSTs Launched
DESPITE the late approval of the official budget for the year
2011, the SRA-GAD was still able to conduct a series of GSTs
(gender sensitivity trainings) for farmers. Notwithstanding the
time constraint, members of the SRA-GAD TWG carried out said
projects with much aplomb. The provinces visited were Bukidnon,
Batangas, Tarlac, Pampanga, Davao, Cagayan and Bicol.
Generally, the results were pleasant. Like the trip of Roda Ann
Marmol, Rosa Tan and Marco Soriano in Bukidnon, specifically
San Isidro, Quezon. Gender-related issues uncovered were child
labor and women not having a voice to express their opinion.
Meanwhile, the triumvirate of Dr. Dina Padilla-Fernandez, Evelyn
Estanislao and Rechie Mata took on the areas of Tarlac and
Pampanga. They handled two sessions in Tarlac. The venue was
Ruby Farms in Brgy. Apulid. While the first day was dominated
by females (27 against 10), it was the opposite on the following
(21 against 12).
In Pampanga, the batch was again female-dominated (19 against
16). The venue was the conference hall of the municipality of
Magalang. Generally, it was found out there were no grave cases
of abuse only, some form of gender inequalities like rolestereotyping.
For the Batangas area, Mickey Chavez, Dolly de la Cruz and
Maricar Dunton teamed-up. Nasugbu and Balayan were the
target venues. Farmer couples attended the training and it was
found out that even if there was no incident of sexual abuse,
women are relegated to doing the household chores while their
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Ruby’s Farm planters took time out for a
souvenir shot along with SRA-GAD TWG.

husbands are working. They had
no voice whatsoever in decisionmaking or even in just expressing
their opinion.
Davao was the next destination
with Dr. Fernandez again and
Ms. Estanislao. Two batches of
Farmers eagerly watching
GSTs were conducted in the
Ms. Rosa Tan of RDE
Dasuceco compound and in
Malalag. For the first one, there demonstrating muscovadomaking.
were 32 participants (18
females, 14 males) while in the
next, 35 (19 males, 16 females). Stereotyping of role was one
gender issue uncovered.
The Cagayan and Bicol areas were next, with Raffy Mundo and
Marco Soriano on the helm. These were also successful
endeavors based on the number of attendees. The team even
tagged along RD&E’s Ms. Rosa Tan to demonstrate muscovadomaking to the participants which they enjoyed. Uncovered gender
issue was first and foremost, role-stereotyping with the women as
the affected party.
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By Joseph Peter R. Gonzales

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS
FOR the whole year, all of us are
busy with our respective cares
and concerns in life. This being a
fast-paced world, we tend to
overlook the simple things which
for some don’t matter that much
but if given deep thought are as
equally important as the “big”
ones which overwhelm us
initially.
Because of the wonderful
opportunities that come our way,
we maximize our efforts to fulfill
our set goals in a noble attempt
to better the status quo. Actually,
there’s nothing wrong with that.
In fact, that’s the most logical
thing to do: act on our dreams to
make them a reality. It’s just that
sometimes it becomes our
obsession, failing to see the
whole scenario and the real
essence it entails.
God showers us with all the
means to make our existence
here on earth convenient and
easy. Be it material, financial and
even emotional, He makes all
these available for us to tap and
use. Sadly, for some, they
become too attached to the idea
of “making hay while the sun is
out” or “striking while the iron is
hot” that at the end of the day,
they miss to see the whole point
behind all these: that it’s one

perfect way to appreciate the
love God has for us all. It just
takes two vital words to sum up
this appreciation: “Thank you!”
When was the last time we
uttered said words with utmost
sincerity? When we got
promoted in our job? When we
won a huge cash prize in a lottery
game? When we were able to
travel around the world for free?
But is it only during victorious
and big moments that we should
look up and thank Him?
Actually, even the smallest
things we see, we should be
grateful for in one way or
another, they contribute to the
completeness of our being. The
blue sky, the soothing raindrops,
the shining stars, the moon, the
rainbow, the colorful flowers, the
clear streams, the trees, the bees
and the butterflies, each one has
its own contribution. They may
seem to be very basic for some
but in truth, their value is
priceless.
More than all the riches that this
life can offer, it’s the small
things, those which we don’t
instantly see and more often
than not, we overlook in our
everyday lives that give us
genuine pleasure and this is sans
pressures, worries or conditions.
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A baby’s innocent yet enticing
smile, for one, soothes our tired
senses, then the cold breeze in
the morning refreshes us and
inspires us to start the day with
much enthusiasm and of course,
the sight of the beautiful sunset
by the breakwater which is very
calming and prepares us to retire
to our bed. Yes! These are things
money can’t buy and yet, gives
us inexplicable happiness and
peace.
Especially now that we’ve
entered a new phase in our lives,
we should introspect. As 2012
ushers in, we ought to recall how
the past years shaped our present.
It’s time to pause and reflect.
While it’s true that we’ve had
our shares of downs, the fact still
remains that our moments of
triumphs are countless. And what
an astonishing realization that
God provides us with numerous
choices on how to live life fully.
Our life is already a big miracle.
Waking up every day allows us
to experience and witness life’s
ever-changing wonders. So isn’t
it just right to halt, close our
eyes, meditate and thank God for
all the beauty that surrounds us?
Instead of complaining about
pesky or inane things, we must
learn how to count our blessings
and give back in our own little
way. Through this, we are able to
express our gratitude for all the
beauty in our midst.
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Compiled by Roda Ann Marmol
While it’s true that Christmas is the merriest
season of all, yet, it’s also the busiest. Being
such, it’s inevitable that it causes tension and

department store because it
will take you an hour to
reach the counter when you’re paying your bill.

what makes
the celebration of Christmas stressful
and tiring for you?
stress among people. With this,

“When Christmastime comes, I always get stressed
with all the shopping I have to do. Going to the mall
to buy gifts or grocery items takes a lot of time
during these days. Long lines leading to the counter
dismay me. Traffic is also bad during the Yule.
There’s also your attending parties left and right
which you can’t refuse even if you’re tired
especially when your dear ones are on the go!”
Camille Antonio
RD&E
“I would say it’s buying gifts or presents for my family
and godchildren! Considering the busy
establishments you visit for this purpose, it’s like
you’re going to a jungle! One day isn’t enough to
complete your shopping. I also get stressed buying
grocery items needed for the Noche Buena and the
Media Noche. The bulk of people in supermarkets
and department stores seem to suck up all my
energy!”
Gemma Quejada
Human Resources
“Oh, waiting for taxi cabs is one battle neck for me
during the Yuletide season! Lining up in the
department store to pay for your shopping items is
another one. It’s also stressful when you go to
‘baratillo’ spots like 168 and 999 where prices of
items are much lower. You just have to sacrifice. It’s
also a must to visit your immediate family members
or relatives and the travel time can be toxic!”
Mema Bismanos
Human Resources
“It stresses me when I’m already choosing the gifts I
would give to my friends. With the family, it’s easy
because you know what they want and need. It
also gets tiring when you’re shopping in the
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“But you know what stresses me the most? It’s
realizing that my wallet is already empty because of
my left and right shopping! Ha-ha-ha! That’s the
part I hate!”
Ma. Gloria Ferrer
Legal Department
“What tires me the most during Christmas is the
meticulous preparation of the food to be served in
our traditional family get-together. From the
marketing to the cooking to the serving, it’s no easy
task, especially with all the traffic and
inconveniences you will encounter along the way.
It’s no bed of roses when you’re hosting the party
but it’s only the time when your family and relatives
can bond together so you just go with the flow!”
Rolando Fabian
RD&E
“Stressful for me during Christmastime is the
budgeting of my money! Ha-ha-ha! It takes careful
planning to handle your finances well at this time of
the year. Choosing gifts for family and friends can
also make your head ache! And don’t forget the
obligatory parties you have to grace whether in the
workplace or in the family or in the neighborhood
setting!”
Jay Adrias
Internal Audit
“Traffic and getting a ride is worse during these
times. I always get tired running after jeepneys or
taxis and even the MRT specially when I woke up
past my usual rising time and I fear I’ll be late for
work! I also become stressed when I enter shopping
malls and it’s like you’re searching for the needle in
the hay. Ditto when you go to the market or
practical shopping spots like Tutuban mall or 168
where you have to be careful of pick-pockets!”
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Focus on the Future…and All You
Might Be
“Don’t let old mistakes or misfortunes
hold you down: learn from them, forgive yourself
-----or others-----and move on. Do not be
bothered or discouraged by adversity. Instead,
meet it as a challenge. Be empowered by the
courage it takes you to overcome obstacles. Learn
something new every day.
“Be interested in others and what they
might teach you. But do not look for yourself in
the faces of others. As far as who you are and
who you will become goes----- the answer is
always within yourself. Follow your heart. You,
like everyone else will make mistakes. But as long
as you are true to the strength within your own
heart, you can never go wrong.
-----Ashley Rice

New Year’s Resolution
How to Quit
Smoking
Luis, at a New Year’s
party, turns to his
friend, Raul, and
asks for a cigarette.
‘I thought you made a
New Year’s
resolution to quit
smoking,’ Raul
responds.
‘I’m in the process of
quitting,’ replies Luis with a grin. ‘Right now,
I am in the middle of phase one.’
‘Phase one?’ wonders Raul.
‘Yeah,’ laughs Luis, ‘I’ve quit buying.
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*Jocelyn E. Protesta (December 1)
*Leonila R. Eugenio (December 1)
*Corazon G. Pascua (December 4)
*Eduardo B. Livara (December 6)
*Concepcion C. Ruby (December 6)
*Anita C. Mortega (December 8)
*Arnold A. De Castro (December 10)
*Mercedita P. Castro (December 11)
*John Paul D. Antes (December 11)
*Alicia M. Maliwat (December 13)
*Marilou C. delos Reyes (December 15)
*Ireneo F. Nuñez (December 15)
*Aida F. Ignacio (December 16)
*Antonino I. Santos (December 16)
*Michelle A. Maglinte (December 18)
*Jennifer Joan S. Malimban (December 19)
*Joel L. dela Piedra (December 21)
*Betty O. Abiertas (December 24)
*Glorioso G. Gonzales, Jr. (December 24)
*Jessica M. Santos (December 25)
*Salvador B. Ocampo (December 27)
*Ma. Victoria R. del Rosario (December 28)
*Katrina A. Kusasi (December 28)
*Alerma Socorro A. Bismanos (December 29)
*Rosemarie S. Gumera (December 31)

Congratulations
on turning 20
for the third
time!
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