
 

SRA Receives Major Grant Aid from Japan 

 

SRA Administrator Hermenegildo R. Serafica, who was on top of negotiating with the 

Japan Embassy and DoF officials during the finalization of the Japan Grant Aid to SRA 

said that the grant is in the form of farm machineries and farm implements amounting 

to 800 million Japanese Yen which will be delivered by Japan and will be distributed by 

SRA to qualified and SRA-accredited planters organizations or foundations and block 

farms. The SRA Administrator stated that a service fee for the Japan Procurement Agent 

will be also deducted from the grant amount while SRA will shoulder the duties and 

taxes once the farm machineries and farm implements will arrive in the customs 

territory.  The main objective of the Japan Grant Aid is for the socio-economic 

development of the Philippine sugarcane industry. 

 

The SRA Administrator said that he is very grateful for the solid support on this 

initiative by Secretary William Dar of the Department of Agriculture which is SRA’s 

mother agency, Secretary Carlos Dominguez III of DoF which is the endorsing party on 

Official Development Assistance in terms of the financing aspect, Secretary Teodoro 

Locsin, Jr. who led the signing of the Grant Aid agreement with Japan and Ambassador 

Koji Haneda for endorsing the approval of the Grant Aid to the government of Japan. 

 

The SRA Administrator retrospects that the program development aspect started way 

back 2018 which was spearheaded by the Planning, Policy and Special Projects unit of 

SRA headed by Rosemarie S. Gumera, assisted by the Project Development Service and 

International Affairs Division of DA and supported by the Japan Agiculture Attachè, Mr. 

Tetsuharu Mori.  SRA also earned the support of former USEC Segfredo Serrano who 

constantly coached SRA in the submission of an industry project to Japan which will 

benefit majority of the industry stakeholders. 

 

The Administrator said that at the moment, the SRA Policy unit started the preparation 

of implementing guidelines based on the initial agreement with DoF and the 

government of Japan.   
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