
SAAD intensifies delivery of interventions amid COVID-19 threat 
  
Not at all intimidated by the COVID-19 pandemic, the implementers of the Special Area for Agricultural 
Development (SAAD) of the Department of Agriculture in Bicol continues to deliver the promised interventions at 
the doorsteps of the program beneficiaries. 
  
In Masbate province, 60 individual farmer beneficiaries initially received 900 heads native chicken from SAAD. The 
initial recipients who received 15 heads of native chicken came from the municipalities of Balud, Mandaon, 
Esperanza, and Pio V. Corpuz. 
  
Together with the animals, chicken housing will also be installed at each recipient’s area. 
  
According to Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, SAAD Bicol Action Officer, a total of 110 individual beneficiaries in 
Masbate will receive native chicken and housing under the SAAD Native Chicken Production Project with total 
funding allocation of P4.6 Million. 
  
Dr. Rodriguez added that beneficiaries of SAAD from the municipalities of San Pascual and Monreal will also 
receive the same interventions. 
  
In an interview conducted by SAAD Area Coordinator of Mandaon, Rose Ann R. Trabado to one of the beneficiaries, 
Amy Bulacos of Centro, Mandaon expressed her gratitude to program. “Salamat san damo damon sa SAAD na dili 
naga sawa na buligan an amon lugar,” Bulacos said in Minasbate dialect. (A big thanks to the SAAD program for the 
untiring support to our municipality). 
  
A locally-funded program of the Department of Agriculture, SAAD is DA’s armor in poverty reduction in 30 priority 
provinces nationwide. In Bicol, the three provinces of Masbate, Catanduanes and Sorsogon are included with 
selected beneficiaries such as individuals, families/households and organized farmers including DSWDs 4Ps 
beneficiaries and Indigenous Peoples (IPs). To increase food production and community enterprises among the 
target communities, SAAD is providing appropriate technology, production and technical support services for 
animals, crops and fisheries.  
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