
DA Bulletin No. 7 on “AMBO” (now, Low Pressure Area) 
Issued at 7:00PM, 17 May 2020 
  
"AMBO" WEAKENS INTO A LOW-PRESSURE AREA WHILE MOVING GENERALLY NORTHEASTWARD OVER THE BASHI CHANNEL; 
DAMAGE AND LOSSES REPORTED IN CENTRAL LUZON, CALABARZON, BICOL AND EASTERN VISAYAS REGIONS 
  
Light to moderate with at times heavy rain will be experienced until tonight in Batanes. Moreover, moderate to rough seas in 
Batanes and Babuyan Islands. 
  
The total amount of damage and losses caused by “AMBO” in the agri-fisheries sector has increased from Php 185.83 million to 
Php 1.04 billion with volume of production loss at 62,228 MT, affecting 20,652 hectares of agricultural areas and 21,655 
farmers and fisherfolk in Central Luzon, CALABARZON, Bicol and Eastern Visayas Regions. The vast increase is due to the 
updated reports from CALABARZON, Bicol and Eastern Visayas Regions, and additional reports from Central Luzon. 73% (Php 
755.57 M) of the total damage and losses comes from the reports on high value crops, of which 87% (Php 602.06 M) are banana 
and papaya in Quezon province. 
  
Affected commodities include rice, corn, high value crops (assorted vegetables, banana and papaya), livestock, and fisheries 
(fish stock, facilities and equipment). These values are still subject to validation. 
  
Due to the early advisory issued by Agriculture Secretary William Dar to RFOs, 93,507 hectares have been harvested for rice and 
76,474 hectares for corn in CAR, Regions I, II, III, IV-A, V, VI, VII and VIII. Volume saved is at 416,732 metric tons for rice 
amounting to Php 7.01 billion and 211,827 metric tons for corn amounting to Php 2.20 billion. Moreover, the rainshowers from 
“AMBO” were beneficial to the dams in Central Luzon, raising the water levels of Angat and Pantabangan dams. 
  
DA Regional Executive Directors in “AMBO”-affected regions have also been instructed to thoroughly assess damage and losses 
in crops, livestock and fisheries, including farm infrastructures and facilities, and thereafter provide needed emergency 
assistance to affected farmers and fisherfolk. 
  
The Agriculture Secretary assures that the Department will fast-track the delivery of interventions to typhoon-stricken farmers 
and fisherfolk. The following assistance from the Department are available to farmers and fisherfolk affected by “AMBO”: 
1. Quick Response Fund (QRF) worth Php 700 million for the rehabilitation of affected areas 
2. PCIC has enough funds to compensate insured farmers. Processing of indemnifications are being fast-tracked 
3. Prepositioned rice seeds (109,586 bags), corn seeds (10,116 bags), assorted vegetable seeds (1,195 kg), from CAR, Regions I, 
III, IV-A, V, VI, VII and VIII 
4. Prepositioned drugs and biologics for livestock and poultry needs 
  
Damage assessment and field validation are being conducted by affected regions to determine the extent of damage and losses 
brought by the typhoon in the agri-fisheries sector. 
  
The DA-DRRM Operations Center will continuously issue updates regarding "AMBO". For inquiries, kindly call (02) 8929-
0140.  https://www.facebook.com/dadrrmopcen/posts/609716826302319 
_ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ 
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