
Light trapping rice black bugs in Zamboanga del Sur 
  
Pagadian City – The Department of Agriculture - Regional Field Office IX (DA – RFO 9) through the Regional 
Crop Protection Center (RCPC) in Molave, Zamboanga del Sur conducted an Operation Night Watch in some 
municipalities in Zamboanga del Sur where the presence of Rice Black Bug (RBB) was observed on May 7-8, 
2020. 
  
Priscilla O. Jover, RCPC Station Superintendent initiated the two-day light trapping operation three days 
before and three days after the full moon from 7:00 pm up to 10:00 in the evening in coordination with the 
local government units. 
  
“The RBBs are strongly attracted to high intensity light, we trapped thousands and immediately sprayed 
Metarhizium anisopliae, a fungus, biological control agent to infect the bugs. RBBs are very clannish, and they 
don’t easily die. Once they are infected with metarhizium, they still have the chance to fly back to their bug 
families and contaminate their clan with the fungus in their system. It will take about three days before the 
clan transmission would eventually cause their death, breaking their reproduction cycle.” said Priscilla Jover. 
  
The light trapping operation and the application of metarhizium measures controlled the spread of Rice Black 
Bugs in the municipalities of Molave, Mahayag, Tukuran, Tambulig, Labangan and Kumalarang, Zamboanga 
del Sur. 
  
Rad Donn L. Cedeño, DA 9 Regional Executive Director said that the DA continues to render its service even 
during COVID19 quarantine period. He also said that the DA through RCPC is giving out free biological control 
agents (Metarhizium anisopliae) to farmers to prevent them from using excessive and dangerous pesticides 
in the field. 
  
A Rice Black Bug (RBB) is one of the most dangerous pests in the rice field that if left untreated can cause loss 
and damage to production. The RBB feeds on the sap of the plant causing deadheart, bugburn, and 
discoloration of leaves. RBBs weaken the plant preventing them from producing seeds. 
  
DA recommends harrowing the field right after harvest, observing synchronous planting, using RBB resistant 
varieties and regular monitoring of the rice field to control and stop the spread of rice black bugs. 
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