
Partylist patronizes highland veggies for relief to NCR 
  
The Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Kadiwa Express in the Cordilleras has been continuously assisting the 
farmers by linking them to buyers to ensure food accessibility, availability, and affordability amidst the 
ongoing Enhanced Community Quarantine. 
  
Transport systems are also being arranged to further facilitate the Kadiwa initiative. Most of the highland 
vegetables are being brought to the Urban Centers in Metro Manila. 
  
One of the organizations linked with the Cordillera farmers is the Ang Probinsyano Partylist. They have been 
served twice already, April 1 and May 9, 2020. The linkage was made possible through the initiative of the 
Ang Probinsyano Partylist Representative Ronnie L. Ong and the DA-CAR’s Kadiwa Express. 
  
On April 1, the Partylist bought 4.9 metric tons of assorted vegetables for its relief operations to the National 
Capital Region (NCR). 
  
Rep. Ronnie Ong said that those vegetables were donated directly to the City of Manila, Taguig, Valenzuela, 
and Pasig. The vegetables were also provided to operating community kitchens that provide food packs to 
frontliners in hospitals as well as to stranded University students. 
  
“Vegetables are nutritious and help boost the immune system to help fight the risk of COVID-19,” he added. 
  
Through the facilitation of DA-CAR- Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Division (AMAD), the Ang 
Probinsyano Partylist again bought 3.5 metric tons of assorted vegetables directly from the farmers at the 
Benguet AgriPinoy Trading Center in La Trinidad, Benguet on May 9. 
  
They easily responded and identified farmers whom we can buy vegetables directly, added Rep. Ong. 
  
The vegetables such as carrots, cabbage, potato, chayote, Baguio beans, bell peppers, broccoli, cauliflower, 
sweet peas, onion leeks, celery, and strawberry were picked-up by two 10-wheeler trucks and two vans of the 
partylist for transport to Metro Manila. 
Rep. Ong said that buying of vegetable products is one way of helping the affected farmers in CAR particularly 
Benguet who has been experiencing difficulty in transporting their vegetable produce during the ECQ period. 
  
Likewise, Jerry Damoyan, Chief of AMAD welcomed partnership with private groups, partylist and 
foundations to engage into the Kadiwa Express to buy vegetables as part of their relief goods and community 
kitchen initiatives. 
  
He said that through the Kadiwa, more farmers in the Cordillera will be assisted especially with the current 
situation. 
  
The Kadiwa Express is among the modes used under the Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita program, the other modes 
include Kadiwa on Wheels, Kadiwa Retail and Kadiwa Online. All of these are being upscaled in support of the 
DA’s overall Plant Plant Plant Program (PPPP) also known as Ahon Lahat Pagkaing Sapat (ALPAS) kontra 
COVID-19.  
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