
Davao vegetable seeds beneficiaries donate harvest during ECQ 
  
Beneficiaries of the Department of Agriculture in Region XI (DA-XI) vegetable seeds distribution are paying 
forward by donating their harvest to residents affected by the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ). 
  
Farmer-couple Julito and Evangeline Yonson of San Isidro, Bunawan District Davao City share their vegetable 
produce of 2,200 kg of eggplant and 1,300 kg of squash to their neighbors consisting of 550 households. 
  
The couple that was once a beneficiary of DA-HVCDP and City Agriculture Office's vegetable seeds 
distribution program shares vegetables to support Mayor Sara Duterte's Food Rationing program relative to 
COVID 19. 
  
"From one can of eggplant seeds they received from DA through Davao City agriculture office, the couple were 
able to expand their vegetable production and now has a vegetable stall in Bankerohan market using their 
own hauling truck in transporting their produce," says Godofredo Rangas, agriculture officer for Buhangin 
and Bunawan Districts. 
  
Meanwhile, Joel Laborte of Brgy. Guianga of Tugbok District, Davao City also donated part of his tomato 
harvest to his neighbors while on ECQ. 
  
Laborte who is also one of the DA-XI's vegetable seeds beneficiaries has already donated at least 57 boxes 
(25kg per box) since the start of the implementation of ECQ. 
  
Asked if why he sacrificed earning more by sharing his produce, Laborte said: "Krisis karon ug kasagaran sa 
ila walay pangita mao ako silang gihatagan (we are in a crisis and most of my neighbors are not earning, so I 
share them my harvest). I also shared the seeds to other farmers," he said. 
  
The vegetable seeds distribution program is a regular intervention of DA-XI's High Value Crops Development 
Program (HVCDP) to expand vegetable production in the region including its Gulayan sa Paaralan Program 
(GPP). 
  
GPP aims to promote vegetable production and consumption among elementary and secondary students in 
public and private schools across the region. To date, more than 1,000 GPPs were already established in the 
region. 
  
"We are optimistic that vegetable production will increase with the growing awareness on the value of 
growing their own food among our urban dwellers in the region," said DA-XI regional director Ricardo 
Oñate,Jr. 
 
Oñate said DA-XI will intensify urban gardening as part of the agency's Plant. Plant.Plant program by 
expanding the GPP as well as the Gulayan sa Barangay, and Gulayan sa Kampo programs. 
  
He said his office will also promote indigenous vegetables, which have equally high nutritive value with 
hybrid vegetable varieties. 
  
"Our vegetable distribution program has not only taught urban dwellers to grow their own food, but it has 
also enabled them to value generosity by paying it forward especially in times of crisis," he said while citing 
the two vegetable beneficiaries.  

 


