
NFA issues only good quality rice to LGUs and relief agencies 
  
National Food Authority (NFA) administrator Judy Carol Dansal assures the public that the agency issues only 
good quality rice to local government units (LGUs) and relief-giving agencies, especially during this period of 
health crisis. 
  
"Most of our stocks are freshly-milled rice from our stockpile of palay procured since last year. In fact, our 
well-milled NFA rice being sold at P25/kg to LGUs and relief agencies is comparable in quality to the P40-
P41/kg well-milled commercial rice," Dansal said. 
  
She explained that more people are being fed with the lower-priced NFA rice, as budgets are stretched to buy 
more of the staple, which is a main feature of food packs distributed to families forced to stay at home during 
the implementation of the Luzon-wide Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) starting March 16. 
  
Some parts of Visayas and Mindanao subsequently declared ECQ in their respective jurisdictions, requiring 
LGUs in these areas to also buy NFA rice for distribution to their constituents. 
  
From March 16 to April 16, the NFA had already issued some 2.2 million bags of rice to various LGUs and 
relief agencies. Of the total volume, more than half or about 1.2 million bags of NFA rice releases were 
recorded in Luzon; more than 600,000 bags were issued in the Visayas; and more than 350,000 bags in 
Mindanao. 
  
For the month of March, the NFA released a total of 2,154,123 bags of rice or 349% of its 617,020 bags target. 
As of April 21, the NFA had already released 1,237,946 bags or 186% of the total target of 664,040 bags for 
the month. 
  
From January to April 21, NFA recorded total rice releases at 911,226 bags, already surpassing the agency's 
target distribution of 591,700 bags for the whole year 2020. 
  
"Starting March 16, NFA's market participation had increased from 10% to as high as 17% as LGUs, the 
DSWD, legislators and other relief institutions chose to buy our lower-priced good quality NFA rice for 
distribution to families affected by the ECQ," Dansal said. 
  
Administrator Dansal assured that the NFA is working double-time to address the rice requirements of LGUs 
and relief agencies. "But we also have to be prudent in releasing our government rice stocks to LGUs to 
ensure that these are in consonance with the needs of the population in their respective areas," Dansal 
explained. 
  
"Our offices and warehouses nationwide are open daily, including weekends and holidays, to ensure that NFA 
rice is available and accessible to our people affected by the Covid19 health crisis," Dansal stressed. Under the 
Rice Tariffication Law that took effect March 5, 2019, the NFA has been mandated to focus on buffer stocking 
of rice, to be sourced from local farmers, for distribution during calamities or emergencies.  
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