
DA-11 distributes P5,000 cash aid to Davao farmers under RFFA 
  
The Department of Agriculture XI (DA-XI) brings more aid to rice farmers affected by the low-buying price of 
palay as it gave P5,000 financial assistance to farmers under the Rice Farmers Financial Assistance (RFFA) 
Program. 
  
DA-XI regional rice coordinator Jacinto D. Macy, Jr. said that the RFFA is not aloan program but an 
unconditional cash assistance to farmers affected by the implementation of the Rice Tariffication Law (RTL). 
  
“DA has identifed 15, 949 rice farmer-benefciaries in the region and were already endorsed to the Land Bank 
of the Philippines (LBP) for payout. These farmers are those who are tilling up to two hectares of land,” said 
Macoy. 
  
He also explained that the distribution of cash aid which was scheduled on March 17 was delayed due to the 
strict quarantine protocol amid the implementation of Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) in the region. 
  
“We started the distribution in Davao de Oro on April 15 and today (April 20) in Davao del Sur. We hope that 
our farmers will understand that while we want to fast track the distribution, we are also adhering to the 
quarantine protocol and closely coordinating with the LGUs to ensure everyone’s safety,” he said adding that 
they are targeting to $nish the distribution before the start of the next cropping season. 
  
Meanwhile, Macoy emphasized that the RFFA is not related to any COVID-19 pandemic assistance and they 
can still avail other assistance from the government. Farmer-beneficiaries are also encouraged to wait for 
any advisory from their city/municipal agriculture office and practice social distancing, wear mask during 
the distribution activity. 
  
Rice farmers in Davao de Oro received their cash assistance under RFFA from DA XI and state-run Land Bank 
of the Philippines.   
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