
A Successful Sugar Summit 
 

“The sugar industry is facing very serious domestic and global matters and we need everyone’s 
support and wisdom to come up with both short and long term solutions to these issues 
especially liberalization,” said Administrator Hermenegildo Serafica as he addressed 
representatives of the sugarcane industry during the recently held Sugarcane Stakeholder’s 
Summit at the Lopez Convention Hall of the Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM) on 
February 11 and 12, 2019. 
 
The 2-day event was attended by more than 200 participants from all over the Philippines. 
Almost all sectors of the sugarcane stakeholders such as planters, millers, mill district 
development council and officers (MDDCs and MDOs), refineries, bioethanol producers, planters’ 
associations, planters’ federations, block farms, agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs), worker 

unions, attached government agencies and other 
organizations were represented. 
 
According to Admin. Serafica, the objective was to 
“collate, consolidate and submit farmer issues to 
the Department of Agriculture (DA) for the 
Secretary to have enough tools to present to the 
president the concerns of the entire sugarcane 
industry.” 
 
“The Secretary is with us and he is for the 
sugarcane industry, I am sure he will listen. I 
know we can sail through these challenges we are 

facing now together with SRA and DA,” he further stated. 
 
To officially begin the summit, DA Undersecretary Segfredo R. Serrano, Board Member Roland B. 
Beltran and Board Member Bernardino L. Yulo also gave their opening remarks to welcome and 
thank the stakeholders for coming and showing their support. 
 
Usec. Serrano said, “There are a lot of challenges that we are facing now such as farmers being 
attracted to other systems, but there is a future for sugar in this country and all we need to do is 
to improve productivity.” 
 
Five (5) representatives of the Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences 
(JIRCAS), headed by the Program Director Dr. Satoshi Tobita were also present for the signing of 
the Joint Research Agreement (JRA) between SRA and JIRCAS. 
 
SRA and JIRCAS have been working together since last year to use natural processes and systems 
such as Nitrogen Leaching and Crop Modelling to help boost the sugar production of the 
Philippines particularly in Central Luzon. 
 

 



After the JRA signing, a series of presentations ensued starting with a report on the 
Benchmarking Analysis with Thailand by Ms. Florence Sevilla of the Center for Food and 
Agribusiness of the University of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P). In her presentation, Ms. Sevilla 
shared the differences in the sugarcane industries of Thailand and the Philippines from the 
support system to the mills’ average capacity and production or yield per annum based on 
landmass and new technologies. 
 
Atty. Jesus L. Barrera, former SRA Board Member and current Executive Director of Philippine 
Sugar Millers Association (PSMA) tackled some of the controversial issues on Globalization and 
Liberalization of Sugar Importation. 
 

 
 
A lot of sugarcane farmers have been expressing their discontent with the circulating news about 
the government’s plan to liberalize sugar importation. Both the planters and SRA were given 
platforms to air their grievances and share their opinions with the intent to show solidarity in 
making the government aware of their opposition. 
 
The third presenter, Engr. Laverne Olalia, OIC of SRA-LAREC and Head of the Crop Estimate 
Team, shared his report on Climate Outlook and Crop Estimation with the aid of new age 
technology. 
 
Five representatives from SRA then gave presentations of the Industry Performance. Ruby de 
Guzman reported about Biomass Power and Bioethanol Programs; Atty. Ignacio Santillana and 
Dr. Marietta Dina Padilla-Fernandez shared Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao Mill Districts updates; 
Engr. Mary Antoinette Tampo talked about the current Sugar Situation; while Engr. Rosaline 
Agosto delivered the Mill Performance. 
 
Ms. Rosemarie Gumera took charge in presenting the SIDA Accomplishments by sharing updates 
on Infra Projects; while Atty. Santillana took the floor again to discuss Block Farms and Farm 
Mechanization; Roberto Velasco reported the Socialized Credit Program; Emilia Chu talked about 
the programs of RDE; and Mr. Josephino Agosto presented updates regarding the Scholarship 
Program. He also presented a report on the SIDA Budget and Utilization. 
 

 
 



In the afternoon, Summit Overall Facilitator Queenie R. Rojo shared the mechanics of the summit 
and divided the participants into three groups for the breakout sessions where they were each 
tasked to discuss their issues and concerns and perform target setting by identifying their top 
three concerns which they were supposed to report to Secretary Piñol. 
 
During the breakout sessions, each was given ample time to put into writing their respective 
concerns. Afterwards, a representative per group was tasked to verbally share what they have 
written. Each concern was recorded and tallied by the group facilitator, and by the end of the last 
reporter, the top three issues was elicited with the consensus of every member. 
 

 

 
 

The arrival of Secretary Emmanuel F. Piñol was undeniably the highlight of the second day. In his 
speech, he talked about how irrigation can help improve farm efficiency and productivity, how 
proper logistics can help solve and expedite the archipelagic and Farm-to-Road projects, how 
mechanization can aid in post-harvest facilities and how the PUNLA Credit Assistance Program of 
DA can address the financial needs of marginal farmers for fast, convenient and affordable credit. 
 

He rhetorically asked them, “How can we help you help us?” 
and resolved to revisit the Sugarcane Industry Development 
Act (SIDA). He also mentioned coming up with a program 
strategy to increase productivity and provide better service to 
agrarian reform beneficiaries. 
 
Before taking questions, he tackled core issues on liberalization 
and lack of funding by asking everyone’s support in coming up 
with an industry position paper and making mention of the 
Agri Credit Policy Council (ACPC) and the Agri Mechanization 
Program. 
 
The summit ended on a high note with majority of the 
participants coming to an agreement affixing their signatures 
on the resolution against the liberalization of sugar importation 
which they strongly feel will lead to the disruption in the entire 
sugar production. 

 
In it, the stakeholders, of which 80 percent are agrarian reform beneficiaries and small farm 
holders, unanimously opposed the liberalization of the sugarcane industry citing that about five 
million (5M) Filipinos directly and indirectly depend their livelihood on the survival of the 
sugarcane industry and allowing the unregulated entry of imported sugar will depress prices and 
imperil their livelihood. 


