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SUBJECT: GUIDELINES IN THE IMPORTATION OF “ARTIFICIAL
SWEETENERS” INCLUDING THOSE COVERED UNDER
CHAPTERS 21.06 AND 29 OF THE 2022 ASEAN
HARMONIZED TARIFF NOMENCLATURE (AHTN).

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 18 dated 28 May 1986 declares that the
sugar industry is a major component of the socio-economic and political structure
of the country.

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 18 dated 28 May 1986 declares as policy
of the State to promote the growth and development of the sugar industry and,
in order to carry out such policy, mandates that the Sugar Regulatory
Administration (SRA) establish and maintain such balanced relation between
production and requirement of sugar so as to ensure stable prices at a level
reasonably profitable to the producers and fair to consumers;

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 18 dated 28 May 1986 likewise empowers
the SRA to do all such other things, transact such other business, and perform
such functions directly or indirectly necessary, incidental or conducive to the
attainment of the purposes of the SRA;

WHEREAS, Sugarcane Industry Development Act of 2015 (Republic Act
No. 10659) declares as policy of the State to promote the competitiveness of
the sugarcane industry and maximize the utilization of sugarcane resources,
and improve the welfare of the industry stakeholders;

WHEREAS Sugar, by its very nature, is a sweetener. Hence, in order to
promote the growth and development of the sugar industry and maintain its
welfare/viability, the SRA must likewise take into consideration the supply and
demand of other sweeteners, both natural and artificial, in relation to the supply
and demand of sugar.

WHEREAS the supply of sugar and other sweeteners necessarily include O\-Y“

the volume of sugar and other sweeteners (both natural and artificial) that is
imported into the country. //
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WHEREAS, Sugarcane industry Development Act of 2015 (Republic Act
No. 10659) mandates the Bureau of Customs (BOC) to require importers or
consignees of imported sugar, a sweetener, to secure from the SRA the
classification thereof before the same can be released,;

WHEREAS, “artificial sweeteners” have sweetness that far exceed that of
cane sugar (i.e. 2 to more than 500 times) thus, it is necessary to integrate the
effects thereof upon i) the welfare, growth, development, and competitiveness
of the sugar indusiry and ii) the health and well-being of the Filipino people;

WHEREAS, “artificial sweeteners” imported into the country includes but
are not limited to i) those covered under Chapter 29 of the 2022 ASEAN
Harmonized Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN), in any form or concentration, such
as: sucralose, aspartame, saccharin, acesulfame potassium, & processed
stevia, and ii) products/mixtures covered under Chapter 21.06 of the 2022
AHTN, in any form (dry powder, liquid, gel, syrup, & concentrate among others)
and containing in any percentage/concentration sucralose, aspartame,
saccharin, & acesulfame potassium, used among others in the manufacture of
beverages, concentrates, ice cream, coffee/tea mixes, sugar substitute, food
preparation, & supplements.

WHEREAS, despite the substantial impact of “artificial sweeteners” on the
welfare of the sugar industry and the more than five million Filipinos dependent
thereon as well as on the health of the consuming public, the importation into
the country of “artificial sweeteners” remains to be unregulated;

WHEREAS, the need for a policy relative to the importation of “artificial
sweeteners” into the country is highlighted by the fact that entry into the country
of “sugars”, “other sweeteners”, “molasses”, and "sugar confectionary” are
covered by importation policies;

WHEREAS, during consultative meetings, sugar industry stakeholders
have expressed their grave concern on the effects upon the welfare and
sustainability of the sugar industry and on the well-being of the consuming
nublic of the long-practiced unregulated importation into the country of "artificial
sweeteners”, and the Depariment of Agriculture and the SRA find the same
impressed with merit;

WHEREAS, given integral impact of entry into the country of “artificial
sweeteners” upon the welfare of the sugar industry and upon the well-being of
the consuming public, there exist the necessity to issue palicies an the
importation into the country of “artificial sweeteners” including but not limited to
i) those covered under Chapter 29 of the 2022 ASEAN Harmonized Tariff
Nomenclature (AHTN), in any form or concentration, such as: sucralose,
aspartame, saccharin, acesulfame potassium, & processed stevia, and ii}
products/mixtures covered under Chapter 21.06 of the 2022 AHTN, in any form
(dry powder, liquid, gel, syrup, & concentrate among others) and containing in
any percentage/concentration sucralose, aspartame, saccharin, & acesulfame
potassium, used among others in the manufacture of beverages, concenirates,
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ice cream, coffee/tea mixes, sugar substitute, food preparation, & supplements.

NOW, THEREFORE, under and by virtue of the authority vested in the
Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA), it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Scope. This Sugar Order covers the importation in whatever
form and concentration of “artificial sweeteners”, including but not limited to i)
those covered under Chapter 29 of the 2022 ASEAN Harmonized Tariff
Nomenclature (AHTN), in any form or concentration, such as: sucralose,
aspartame, sacchatin, acesulfame potassium, & processed stevia, and ii)
products/mixtures covered under Chapter 21.06 of the 2022 AHTN, in any form
(dry powder, liguid, gel, syrup, & concentrate among others) and containing in
any percentage/concentration sucralose, aspartame, saccharin, & acesulfame
potassium, used among others in the manufacture of beverages, concentrates,
ice cream, coffeeftea mixes, sugar substitute, food preparation, & supplements.

Section 2. Requirements. An importer or consignee of the imported
goods, products, ingredients covered by this Sugar Order must be a duly

registered international trader of “sweeteners” with the SRA at the time of the
application for clearance for release.

2.1 Applicants of clearance for the release of imported goods,
products, ingredients covered by this Sugar Order shall submit to the SRA
Regulation Department, the following:

i) Letter application for issuance of clearance for release;
ii.) Bill of Lading;
iii.) Commercial Invoice;
iv.) Packing list;
v.) Certificate of Origin;

vi) Certificate of Analysis;

vii) Copy of receipt of payment of SRA clearance for release fee in the
amount of Pesos Twenty-Five per kilo (P 25.00/kI).

viii) Other requirements that the SRA may require from time to time.

22 If any of the foregoing documents is in a foreign language, a
translation in English shall be submitted and must be duly authenticated by a

Philippine embassy or consular official in such country where the documents
were executed.

2.3 No applications for clearance for release shall be accepted for W
pracessing unless all the requirements are duly complied with. ﬂ%/



24 Importers or consignees of goods, products, ingredients covered
under this Sugar Order are given a period of one year from the efiectivity of this
Sugar Order within which to be compliant with the provisions of Section 2 of
this Sugar Order.

Section 3. Classification and clearance of goods, products,
ingredients covered by this Sugar Order. Unless a different classification is
approved by the SRA Board, the goods, products, ingredients covered under
this Sugar Order shall be classified as "B" or for Domestic market." Further, the
clearance for release of the said goods, products, ingredients shall indicate the
classification thereof.

3.1 A clearance for release fee of Pesos Twenty-Five per kilo (P
25.00/kl) shall be paid by the importer of products covered by this Sugar
Order before a clearance for release may be issued.

Section 4. Automatic Approval. In case of fallure of the SRA to act on an
application for clearance for release or fo inform the applicant of any discrepancy in the
requirements submitted by an applicant within five (5) working days from the submission
of such application, the same shall be deemed approved after the lapse of the said five
(5) working day period.

Section 5. Monitoring. SRA monitoring personnel duly authorized by the
Administrator shall, from time to time, conduct unannounced inspections of the
warehouse/s, transportation and/or ledger/s of the imported goods, products,
ingredients covered under this Sugar Order.

Section 6. Implementation. Subject to the approval of the SRA
Administrator, the Regulation Department shall, not later than thirty (30) days
from the effectivity of this Order, issue a Memorandum Circular stating among
others the requirements and procedures necessary for the implementation of
this Sugar Order.

Section?. Sanctions. Non- compliance with the provisions of this Order
shall be subject to the penalties provided under Sugar Qrder No. 10, Series of
2009-2010, as amended by Sugar Order No. 10-A, Series of 2009-10, and all
other issuances on the matter, without prejudice to any other admlnlstratlve
and/or legal action that the SRA may pursue.”

Section 8. Repealing clause. All sugar orders, circular letters, rules and
regulations that are contrary to or inconsistent with this Sugar Order are hereby
amended, modified or revoked accordingly.

Section 9. Separability Clause. If any provision of this Sugar Order is
declared unconstitutional or invalid, the validity of the remaining provisions
hereof shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 10. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect thirty (30) calendar
days from its filing with the Office of the National Registrar, UP Law Center,

O

Diliman, Quezon City. q
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