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Bright Prospective for the 

Philippine Sugar Industry 
 

ñPARA kanino ka gumigising?ò is a 

popular teaser of a coffee commercial.  

We all wake up for a special purpose. We 
get up in the morning for our family, for 
work, for our friends, and of course, for 
God. For most of us, waking up in the 
morning starts with a prayer.  And with 
every cup of coffee in the morning, itôs 

definitely incomplete without sugar.  

Almost everybody is into sugar 
consumption. Just like rice, sugar is one 
basic commodity needed by domestic 
consumers, industrial users, food 
processors and even those who are 
engaged in pharmaceutical business.  A 
pinch of sugar is required to complete a 

formula.   

That is why, having sugar as a business is 
lucrative. Perhaps some of us might be 
thinking that other than being a wage 
earner, there is also something we can do 
by putting up our own business. Be it 
small or big, what matters is we have an 
alternative source of income which can 

help ensure us a bright future.  

For one, engaging into sugar trading or 
sugarcane business is something that can 
assure benefits, viability, opportunities 

and economic well-being depending on 
how it is being handled.  Like other 
businesses, if managed properly, there is 

no way for it but to go up. 

But what is the future of the Philippine 
sugar industry? Is it bleak or bright? How 
can one benefit from it if the future looks 
uncertain for this industry that we have 

learned to love and serve by heart?  

POSITIVE FORECAST 

Dr.  Peter Baron, an international sugar 
expert and executive director and former 
chairman of the London-based 
International Sugar Organization (ISO), 
said that he sees a bright future for the 
Philippine sugar industry, mainly because 
of the increasing demand for sugar in 

Asia. 

Dr.  Baron said Asiaôs annual demand 
growth for sugar is at two million metric 
tons (MT), driven by increasing 
consumption in the emerging market of 
China, as well as in Indonesia, Japan and 

Malaysia. 

For Crop Year 2011-2012, the initial 
estimate of the Sugar Regulatory 
Administration (SRA) for raw sugar 
production was at 2.24 million metric tons 
(MMT).  As of June 24, 2012, the country 

has produced 2.23M MT.  

(Continued on p. 3) 
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Extension Services Division (Luzon and 

Mindanao) Stages Annual Area 

Conference 

 
THE Extension Services Division (Luzon and Mindanao) held 
its annual area conference on April 18-20, 2012 at the SRA 
Training Hall with the goal of further enhancing the 
competencies of its personnel in order to obtain a more 

productive and efficient performance in the coming days. 

Among the participants were: Dr. M. Dina Padilla-Fernandez, 
Efren Landoy, Dr. Doreta A. delos Santos, Maximo R. Pelle, 
Laverne C. Olalia, Lito M. Caranguian, Joel G. Ronario, Adel 
V. Catuira, Lucio S. Santiago III, Celso T. Ersando, Salvador 
B. Ocampo, Wilfredo A. Mapano, Daisy R. Depalubos, Ireneo 
F. Nuñez, Evelyn B. Estanislao, Joseph Peter R. Gonzales, 
Hazel Rose B. Mariano, Reno C. Arevalo, Digna R. Gonzales 

and Romualdo Vijandre IV.  

The event formally kicked off with a message from Mr. 
Fernando H. Corpuz, Manager III of the Research, 
Development and Extension Department. He stressed out 
the importance of holding such seminar-workshop 
considering the current situation of the local sugarcane 
industry where it faces lots of challenges. Every single 
change that the planters and mill districts undergo has a 

significant effect to the chain.  

Adm. Regina Bautista-Martin echoed the same thought when 
she gave her inspiring words to the body. She said that 
because of the ever-changing environment, adaptability is a 

must.  

ñBeing part of the bigger picture, regardless of the size of 
your role (even if itôs just a small one), as long as you have 

your contribution spells the big difference,ò she stresses. 

Furthermore, she encouraged everyone to be involved in the 
campaign for  renewable energy from biomass as well as 
ethanol. She cited examples from other countries like Brazil, 
Thailand, Vietnam and India, where they are setting up more 
and more sugar mills and claiming more and more land for 
sugarcane cultivation. They are improving themselves so 
they can be at par with cogeneration to provide electricity to 
the national grid. It was inevitable to compare it with our 
countryôs present state, particularly in Mindanao where the 

supply of electricity is still unstable and unreliable.  

 ñThere is hope. We just have to get our acts together. We 
have to make sure thatôs why Iôm knocking at the doors of 
different agencies. We should have a future in improving the 
sugar mills; that all the sugar mills would be at par with 
energy efficiency to be able to provide all necessary 
renewable energy, electricity and fuel. Thereôs a lot of game 
changer; retooling of your mind. We have to be able to 

improve on how we can make sure on how we can prepare 

the foundation to your level,ò states Adm. Martin. 

On the part of Board Member Pablito Sandoval, he just 
pointed out one thing: ñAssert your relevance!ò He said that 
life is a life-long learning process. We should use all 
available resources to gain more knowledge for the industry 
to prosper. There is a need to be vigilant in the sugarcane 

industry.   

Ka Lito credited in advance the re-tooling workshop that was 
bound to happen, hoping that it would be used whenever 
there is a conversation among the farmers. This will change 
the way farmers perceive the MDOôs. If the latter would 
sound very knowledgeable, itôs a positive reflection to the 
agency. In effect, the farmers will look up to them with high 

regards.  

For the first lecture presentation, the topic was on the 
Geographic Information System or GIS and its different 
applications taking as an example the weather condition of 

the Tarlac mill district .  

Mr. Laverne Olalia zeroed in on the identification of 
vulnerable sugarcane areas during extreme weather 
conditions like El Niño and La Niña. It also enlightened the 
body regarding the emerging technology that would serve as 

a tool to assess sugarcane production. 

The crop estimation workshop and protocol was the next 
important activity. It was headed by Mr. Adel Catuira , Mr. 
Laverne Olalia and Dr. Padilla-Fernandez. The guidelines for 
the estimation were discussed by the group, specifically on 
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the required data, purpose, things that should be submitted, needs and 
recommended solutions.  Dr. Fernandez emphasized the use of statistical 
tool in getting the sample-respondents so as to be able to establish the 
trend and allowable error of the estimates.  Also, a crop assessment was 
made to further evaluate the crop production during the different stages of 

the crop cycle. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Maximo Pelle highlighted the physical targets for 2012 and 
2013 in a quarterly and monthly basis which 

enlightened the participants. 

The sugarcane block farming program was 
discussed by Mr. Butch Alisla, SRAôs block 
farming coordinator. He encouraged farmers 
to engage in agribusiness ventures like 
sugarcane block farming. It definitely 
promises profits in the long haul. Ideally, 30-
50 ha is the best area requirement for block 
farming. If farmers would consider greater 
than 50 ha, then it may not be anymore 

manageable and would be inefficient. 

On the last day of the seminar, the 
special guest speaker, Dr. Evelyn Aro-
Esquejo (Deputy Director for Policy and 
Administration, Agricultural Training 
Institute) discussed the strategic plan of 
the Philippine Agriculture and Fisheries 
Extension (AFE) for 2011-2016. She 
focused on the roles of the Extension 
office plus the goals, weaknesses, 
opportunities and challenges in the 

AFE.  

Dr. Esquejo also discussed the value 
chain process which would be used 
to help determine the needed 
extension activities to be done in the 
different sugarcane areas. After that, 
a workshop was held which was 
attuned to the value chain 
process. Four groups were 
formed to determine the 
value chain on sugarcane 
and its by-products: 
muscovado, bioethanol, 

bagasse and BOF. 

Dr. Dina Padilla-
Fernandez  formally 
closed the three-day 
workshop and 
spearheaded the awarding of the certificates 

of participation.ï  (Joseph Peter Gonzales) 

- о 

Raw sugar domestic withdrawals were at 
2,139,363 million MT. While commitment to US 
market is normally at 136,000 MT a year; leaving 
a substantial volume available for export to the 

World Market.  

According to Baron, world sugar production for 
the coming season is forecasted at a surplus of 
four million MT but such surplus stands to be 

offset by strong Asian demand.  

If the Philippines can maintain its bumper sugar 
production, its proximity to Asian nations, which 
are net sugar importers, can make the country a 

key sugar exporter in Asia. 

China may import about 3 million tons in the 
2011/12 season as it beefs up its sugar reserves 
to strategic levels while Indonesia may import 
about 2.6 million tons in 2011/12 as domestic 
output was unable to meet the country's growing 

demand. 

ñAny excess supply from Thailand and Brazil 
could be absorbed by China and Indonesia,ò 

Baron said. 

SUGAR PRICE LEVEL IN UPWARD TREND 

Mill gate price of raw sugar has reached to P1, 
670/LKg in Negros during the end of June. With 
the price level showing an upward trend from 
Mayôs P1, 507,  it goes to show that farmers are 
generating enough cash flows. While wholesale 
price of raw sugar is at P1, 785, refined sugar can 
be bought at P2, 300/LKg wholesale price. Retail 
price of sugar is at P49/kilo.  This is an affirmative 
sign that farmers are profiting from the good price 

of sugar which is also reasonable for consumers.  

SUGAR, SUGARCANE and their BY-
PRODUCTS 

Sugar and its by-products have many uses. Like 
ñpilonò, ñpanochaò and ñmuscovadoò are 
commonly used as sweetener in food products 
such as candies, sweets, cakes, pastries, bread, 
soft drinks, processed foods, and other 
beverages.  Also available in the market today is 
sugarcane juice which is marketed in small stalls 

in selected malls.  

On the other hand, molasses, bagasse and other 
waste effluents of sugarcane by-products should 
not be underestimated because no matter how 
small they appear, their worth is invaluable. They 
are useful and can also be good alternative 
sources of income. Among these are crop 
residues and filter cake for animal feeds and 
compost; ashes for fertilizer; waste effluents for 
bio-gas and animal feeds; bagasse for pulp 

(Continued on p. 6) 
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Extension Division Holds  
Re-tooling Workshop 

 
THE Sugar Regulatory 
Administration through its Extension 
Services Division held a seminar-
workshop on òRe-tooling the SRA 
Extension Personnel in Sugar 
Productionó on May 17-22, 2012 at 
the SRA Training Hall. Participants 
included Extension personnel from 
both Luzon and Mindanao and 
Negros-Panay-Eastern Visayas. The 
main goal of the undertaking was to 
further enhance the competencies of 
the participants which would result 
to quality and impressive work 

output. 

Adm. Regina Bautista-Martin gave 
the opening remarks and she 
lauded the activity for its noble 
purpose. She stressed the 
importance of refreshing the 
knowledge in order to continue 
being productive in the workplace. 
Board Member Pablito Sandoval, 
the next one to take the floor gave 
a brief history and rationale of the 

seminar workshop. 

Tapped as the eventõs main 
facilitator was Dr. Teodoro 
Mendoza. He is from the UP Los 
Ba¶osõ College of Agriculture. He 
was chosen because of his vast 
expertise on the fields of Agronomy 
(Crop Physiology and Ecology), 
Farming Systems, Ecological 
Agriculture and Sugarcane Research 

and Development. 

On the first day of the seminar 
workshop, Dr. Dina Padilla-
Fernandez, Chief Agriculturist 
started the ball rolling.  She 
reported the sugar yield trends and 
comparative costs of production: the 

Philippines versus selected countries.   

Mr. Fernando Corpuz, Manager III, 
RDE (L&M) discussed about 
sugarcane milling in the Philippines: 
its current status, mill capacity 
utilization, performance efficiencies 

and overall sugar recovery.  

On Day Two, Dr. Doreta delos 
Santos, Manager III, RDE (Visayas) 
tackled the current sugarcane 
practices (plant and ratoon cane), 
varieties, fertilizer application and 

yield levels.   

In the afternoon, the resource 
speaker came from the UP Los 
Baños College of Agriculture under 
its Crop Science Cluster. A member 
of the Research, Extension and 
Professional staff, her field of 
specialization is Genetic Resources 
Conservation. All eyes were set on 
Dr. Fe dela Cueva when she began 
her lecture on the botanical/
morphological features, growth 
stages and yielding behavior of the 

sugarcane plant.   

Taking the rest of the remaining 
hours was Dr. Mendoza as he talked 
lengthily on sugarcane production 
and management practices under 
which were: inter-relationships of 
botanical features, cultural 
requirements, growth stages and 
subsequent operations, land 
preparation, crop establishment, 
rainfall pattern locations and 

fertilizer applications. 

The fourth day was a full one as 
two more speakers from UP Los 
Baños took the floor at the start of 
the session: Drs. Antonio Lalusin and 
Teresita Borromeo.  Both are with 
the College of Agriculture under its 
Crop and Science Cluster and are 
members of the Research, Extension 
and Professional staff. They merged 
forces in discussing about sugarcane 
breeding: for location adapted 
varieties, longer ratooning and 
parental development in support to 
the commercial hybrid breeding 

program.  

Dr. dela Cueva hugged the spotlight 
once again as she tackled 
sugarcane pests. She enumerated 
the leading and prevalent ones and 

taught the ways on how to manage 
them to minimize their yield inducing 

impact. 

In the early afternoon, a veteran in 
his field of specialization, Dr. 
Eduardo Paningbatan was assigned 
the topic on yield influencing inputs/
practices. Every one was all ears 
when he was talking about 
sugarcane nutrition and soil fertility 

restoring practices.  

Mr. Marcelino Guevarra, Chief 
Science Research Specialist in LAREC 
and Mr. Efren Landoy, Chief 
Agriculturist (Visayas) also made 
their respective lectures: the former 
concentrated on the weeds species 
affecting sugarcane production and 
its management guide while the 
latter highlighted the variety and 
sugarcane breeds dominant 
varieties and how they get 

deployed. 

The last day had Ms. Lilibeth L. 
Coronado, Consultant for Investment 
Promotion (Antipolo), as resource 
person. Her topic was on 
communication and the Extension 
tool box. She enlightened the body 
on the role of Extension in improving 
cane production and sugar 

manufacturing process.  

Dep.  Administrator Ms. Aida F. 
Ignacio made the formal closing 
remarks. She pointed out the role 
and support of the management in 
the sugar industry. After 
entertaining some queries from 
select participants, she obliged for 
a photo op with the group.-(Joseph 

Peter Gonzales) 


