
Nationwide “School-On-The-Air”  for farmers now on the drawing board 
  
TACLOBAN CITY, LEYTE – This may seem exceedingly superfluous. But as believer of the pivotal role of Radio 
in the field of education in general, and distance education in particular. Radio broadcast continuously lord it 
over as the most effective and cost-efficient tool of mass communication. 
  
That is why many government and private agencies and organizations consider radio as one best platform for 
participatory communication and as a tool relevant in pursuance of both economic and social development. 
  
On this note, one of the marching orders of DA Secretary William D. Dar is for every region to sustain the 
conduct of DA Radio Farm Program or School-on-the-Air as instrument of disseminating relevant and up-to-
date information in the field of agriculture and rural development in Region 8, particularly on modern rice 
production anchored on the “New Thinking” strategy of Secretary Dar or Manong Willie as he is fondly called 
by farmers. 
Thus, in yesterday’s (October 7, 2020)  virtual conference initiated by the Field Operations Service of DA-
Central Office, Assistant Secretary Andrew Villacorta re-echoed the need for each DA regional office  to build a 
stronger and closer linkage with prestigious research and training institutions like the  Philippine Rice 
Research Institute (PhilRice), the  Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), and the International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI), including the local radio stations in preparation for a simultaneous or parallel conduct of a 
nationwide broadcast course to be known as School-on-the-Air on Smart Rice Agriculture (SOA-SRA). 
  
Former ATI Director Rex Navarro and now a senior board member of the Philippine Federation of Rural 
Broadcasters (PFRB) has called on all DA-RAFIS  to participate  with partner-agencies  in this “unusual” or 
rare kind of informal education tool in time for the forthcoming dry season in Luzon (wet season in the 
Visayas). 
  
“Our goal is to unify and harmonize the development messages for effective and efficient transfer of useful 
information thru the local use of radio as the most accessible and cost-saving media facility common in rural 
communities.” This was the overall gist of the presentations made by Dir. Navarro and the IRRI 
representative who shared their insights on the rationale and the mechanics of this biggest and 
unprecedented radio program for farmers. 
  
DA-8 RED Angel C. Enriquez, who had her hands full of virtual meetings yesterday also joined the FOS-
initiated  videoconference , and assured her full backing in the conduct of the simultaneous nationwide SOA-
SRA. 
  
Accordingly, she will talk with ATI-RTC 8 and other stakeholders for a more exhaustive discussion and 
planning, to ensure that through this project people could gain accurate information or knowledge about the 
basic services that the government could offer, and ultimately bring the people closer to the government. 
  
Meanwhile, Asec Villacorta promised to call for succeeding or follow-up meetings with the RIOs (this writer 
included) to finalize the plan and schedule a national as well as the individual launching of SOA-SRA in the 
regions all over the country. 
  
The videoconference was also participated in by DA-8 Assistant Regional Director for Operations  Larry U. 
Sultan; the Regional Rice Program Focal Ms Remedios Ambida, and staff.   
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