
Council, logistics provider ink MOA on shipment of Davao durian 
  
The current health crisis due to COVID-19  has resulted to cancellation of this year's Kadayawan festivities, which include the 
Annual Durian Festival, one ofthe venue for marketing durian and other tropical fruits during its peak season. 
  
With this, the Department of Agriculture in Region XI (DA-XI) facilitates the  forging of Memorandum of Agreement  between 
the Durian Industry 
  
Association of Davao City (DIADC) and John Gold Cargo Forwarder, a Davao-based company providing logistics services by 
bringing various products from Mindanao to Metro Manila and other parts of the country. 
  
In a simple MOA signing ceremony held August 12 at DA Conference Room in Davao City, DIADC committed to transport 15 
tons of fruits daily or six times a week such as durian, mangosteen, lanzones, and marang. 
  
"Since there will be no tourists coming to the city during the durian peak  season, we need to bring our products to major cities 
in the countries to minimize if not eliminate wastage," said DIADC President Emmanuel Belviz. 
  
"The agreement is a big help to our farmers as we are assured of cargo space that will bring our harvest to major markets such 
as Metro Manila, Cebu, and  Iloilo," Belviz said. 
  
John Gold President and CEO John T. Baricuatro said his company will provide the aircraft space with a special rates of P35 per 
kilo from Mindanao to Metro Manila and Mindanao to Visayas. 
  
Based on the MOA, the shipment will commence on September 1 to October 1, 2020. Baricuatro is optimistic that it can extend 
beyond one month. "We are committed to secure the space for our farmers to ship their [farmers'] produce and we are also 
preparing for another aircraft if there is a need for it," he said. 
  
DIADC Vice President John Tan said that during peak season, he ships at least 10 tons of fruits in Metro Manila and securing 
space for their council would be a great help. 
  
DA-XI Regional Executive Director Ricardo M. Oñate, Jr. for his part commended the Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance 
Division (AMAD) for facilitating the logistics arrangement between the farmers and private forwarder. 
  
"Need is the driver of innovation and in these times of restricted movement both for goods and tourists, we need to come-up 
with agreements that will open market opportunities for our farmers even in times of quarantine lockdowns," Oñate said. 
  

"If tourists and consumers from other parts of the country cannot visit Davao City during this year's harvest season, then we 
will bring the fruits in their localities. Fruits help boost immune system in fighting viruses including COVID-19," he added.  


