
RPCO 6 prepares to adopt new SES guidelines against COVID-19 
  
The Regional Project Coordination Office (RPCO) 6 is currently preparing to adopt the new guidelines set by the Social and 
Environmental Safeguards (SES) to combat the possible spread of COVID-19 among its employees and other people involved in 
the implementation of subprojects of the Department of Agriculture- Philippine Rural Development Project (DA-PRDP). 
  
According to the RPCO 6 SES Officer, Ruby S. Labinghisa, they are currently working for the new guidelines with the I-BUILD and 
I-REAP components and gathering inputs about the new framework in addressing the most pressing concern of today. 
  
“We have tackled the new sections for Environmental and Social Management Plan (ESMP) for our proposed infrastructures 
and enterprises projects. These are being attached in the feasibility studies for I-BUILD and business plans under I-REAP, 
particularly made for those anticipated issues and concerns that affect and highly impact our communities and environment 
most especially now that we’re in time of a public health crisis,” said Labinghisa. 
  
The ESMP was already an existing plan of PRDP that covers the mitigation measures for complaints, environmental issues, and 
health hazards concerning its projects which were just modified and enhanced due to the status quo. 
  
Likewise, new instruments will be introduced to the components such as Enhanced Monitoring Checklist for I-REAP subprojects 
and Supplemental Monitoring Checklist on Community and Occupational Safety and Health (COSH) amidst COVID-19 pandemic 
for both I-BUILD and I-REAP. 
  
These are preparatory tools that can be used to trace the health status and contact history of every person involved in the 
projects of PRDP in view of the possible transmission of the COVID-19. These guidelines could also be mainstreamed in the DA-
WV regular programs. 
  
“These supplementary guidelines and PRDP tools are still subject for consultation with the I-BUILD and I-REAP components for 
instructions and approval. Inputs from the provinces, contractors, and proponent groups will also be gathered until these will 
be finally rolled out,” Labinghisa clarified. 
  
Ongoing discussions on these SES innovations take place during the Assessment and Coordination Meeting cum Cluster-wide 
Safeguards Database Hands-on Workshop held virtually on August 4 to 6 and this week, August 10-14, 2020. 
  
Furthermore, cluster-wide updates of subprojects status and accomplishments of SES implementation amidst the pandemic 
centered on the Proposed Modifications in SES Activities and Procedures were also presented. 
  
Succeeding Safeguards Database Hands-on Workshops are being conducted on the second streak of the virtual teleconference 
per cluster starting from Mindanao, followed by Luzon B then Luzon A, down to the Visayas Cluster. 
  
The new mode of workshop was organized by the NPCO participated by the SES Specialists and Officers from the Project 
Support Offices (PSOs) and RPCOs highlighting the safeguards findings and recommendations during the 10th World Bank 
Implementation Support Mission. 
  

This also became a high time to assess the points for improvement in making the subprojects of PRDP environmentally and 
socially sound amidst the threat of COVID-19 pandemic.  


