
BAR approves P3.4M project of CNLRRS to produce pineapple seedlings thru tissue culture 
  
The Bureau of Agricultural Research (BAR), one of the Department of Agriculture’s bureaus based in Quezon City, 
has recently issued the notice to proceed for the research project entitled “Support to Mass Production of 
Pineapple Quality Planting Materials through Mass Propagation Technique and/or Protocol in Camarines Norte”. 
  
The DA-BAR will infuse a total of PhP3,473,755.20 for the said project which has a two-year duration starting from 
July 2020 until June 2022. 
  
With the use of tissue culture and macro-propagation technology, this project will ensure the availability of quality 
planting materials of pineapple and solve the problem of limited supply of quality planting materials as local 
farmers mainly rely on conventional planting materials like suckers and slip, which can be very limited. 
  
Project proponent, Engr. Bella B. Frias, Superintendent of the DA-operated Camarines Norte Lowland Rainfed 
Research Station (CNLRRS) in Daet, Camarines Norte, said that under the project, the CNLRRS will develop 10,000 
pieces of Queen Pineapple and MD-2 pineapple seedlings through tissue-culture technology, as well as 5,000 
pieces of Queen Pineapple and MD-2 pineapple seedlings through macro-propagation technology. 
  
DA Bicol Regional Director Rodel P. Tornilla said that the Tissue Culture Laboratory under the Research Division of 
DA Bicol in San Agustin, Pili, Camarines Sur will also be involved in the project. Behilda Balisoro, in-charge of the 
laboratory said that they will use pineapple crowns in the production of tissue culture derived seedlings which are 
targeted to be distributed during the third year of the project implementation. 
  
Camarines Norte is considered as Bicol’s pineapple capital as it is home to the Queen Pineapple or Formosa variety 
which is touted to be the sweetest pineapple variety in the Philippines. Farmers in the municipalities of Basud, 
Daet and San Lorenzo Ruiz continue to produce pineapple fruits both for the local and international market. 
  
According to Engr. Frias, based on the report of the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), Bicol Region, contributed 
7.5 % to the national production of pineapple in the third quarter of 2019. Frias also cited that Bicol is also among 
the top pineapple-producing regions, with Northern Mindanao as the leading producer and followed by 
SOCCSKSARGEN. Bicol Region increased its production from 151,217 MT last 2018 to 163,274 MT last 2019. In 
2018, the total land area utilized for pineapple production in Bicol reached 4,773 hectares, with Camarines Norte 
(4,231 ha used in pineapple production) as the leading pineapple producer in the region. 
  
Pineapple production provides livelihood and job opportunities to a big number of local farmers, and allows 
several farmer cooperatives and associations to engage in different value adding enterprises consisting of buying 
and selling of freshly picked pineapples and processing them into juice, wine, vinegar, marmalades. The leaves are 
decorticated and turned into fibers which are manufactured into pina cloth or exported to other countries as raw 
materials for shoe manufacturing. 
  
The other components of the project include the establishment of nursery for pineapple and demonstration farm 
at the CNLRRS to showcase the package of technology of MD-2 pineapple variety using the macro-propagated and 
tissue cultured derived planting materials; conduct of trainings on macro propagation and tissue culture 
technology, pineapple production practices and nursery management as well as marketing; production of IEC 
materials; and establishment of an informal seed system profile. 
  
To sustain a continuous supply of quality planting materials, farmer beneficiaries will return an equivalent number 
of quality planting materials to be distributed to the next beneficiaries.  

 


