
Farmers, fishers heroes during Covid-19 crisis, says DA9 chief Cedeño 
  
“Farmers and fisherfolk, you are our heroes in this time of Covid-19 crisis because people do not go out to buy 
clothes or shoes, they go to markets instead, to buy foods for sufficient food supply during lockdown,” Regional 
Executive Director Rad Donn L. Cedeño’s said in honoring them in celebration of the Farmers’ and Fisherfolk 
Month in May. 
  
Region IX’s Department of Agriculture chief Cedeño was in Sibuco, Zamboanga del Norte on May 26 to lead the 
ground breaking ceremony for the 16.52-kilometer farm-to-market road under the agency’s Philippine Rural 
Development Project (PRDP) when he made his accolades to the farmers and fisherfolk most-sought after support 
during the health crisis. 
  
“Kung hindi kayo nagsumikap walang makain ang sambayanang Pilipino. Kaya para sa amin sa Department of 
Agriculture kayo po ang magsasaka at mangingisda ang hero namin para sa Covid-19 crisis,” the director stated. 
  
Under the Covid-19 pandemic, Sibuco farmers supply vegetables to Zamboanga City daily while the   Municipal 
Agriculture Office continuously issue food lane pass to truckers carrying agri-fishery products from Sibuco to the 
city, said Sibuco administrator Ruth Ventura.  
  
Meanwhile, the P248 million concreting of 16.52 km farm-to-market road from Poblacion-Santo Niño (Sitio Log 
Deck)-Tangarak is targeted to finish in 474 days.  Since 2015, DA through PRDP started concreting roads in the 
countryside for ease of delivery of farm products to the market.  Sibuco was once an isolated municipality of 
Zamboanga del Norte since the only access of people to go to other places was solely by sea and threats loom by 
the presence of lawless elements.  
  
To ensure unhampered construction activities, Director Cedeño sought for the security support from the military 
to secure the equipment and workers of Michael Abubakar Construction through AFP Western Mindanao 
Commander LtGen. Cirilito E. Sobejana who also graced the occasion.  He further said that should there be a 
problem, ACT CIS Partylist representative Josebel C. Alcomendras would also help resolve in any case. 
  
General Sobejana for his part, urged the 835 households directly benefiting from the FMR including all the 
stakeholders, by saying: “Let us keep watch of this project altogether with the military and the police, navy and air 
force who are committed for the undisrupted government projects.   Huwag natin hayaan na ito’y sabotahiin sa 
mga rebelde o teroristang grupo.  Dahil kung di matatapos yan hindi kayo makapag-enjoy sa inprastraktura na 
iyan.”  
  
The WESMINCOM chief was nostalgic about his early years of military career was spent in Sibuco, where he led the 
security operation against Abu Sayyaf kidnappers 30 years ago.  Sibuco has a great potential for agri-fishery 
development having a vast land area of 79,000 hectares comparable to the land area of Guimaras province, while 
La Libertad, also in Zamboanga del Norte is only 8,000 hectares with 37 kilometers territorial sea waters, according 
to Jose Alfonso Q. Bernad, who represented Governor Roberto Y. Uy. 
  
With the DA-PRDP helping Sibuco develop its road network, Bernad congratulated the MLGU officials led by Mayor 
Ventura to have realized the much-needed road by the farmers and fisherfolk in the area. 
  
In fact, Barangay Officials present, expressed relief and gratitude that finally their dream to have a concrete all-
weather road come to reality.  
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