
ZCMC-DA satellite lab for COVID-19 testing inaugurated 
  
Having passed a series of accreditation conducted by the Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM) 
together with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Department of Health (DOH), the Department of 
Agriculture IX’s (DA9) Regional Avian Influenza Diagnostic Laboratory (RAIDL) now operates as a licensed 
satellite laboratory for COVID-19 testing in Zamboanga Peninsula. 
  
 The second testing center in the region following the Zamboanga City Medical Center (ZCMC), the ZCMC-DA 
satellite laboratory has a testing capacity of 200 samples per day operating from Monday to Saturday at 8AM 
to 5PM. 
  
DA9 Director Rad Donn Cedeño expressed his gratitude to DOH for responding positively to DA9’s application 
for the accreditation of its laboratory as COVID-19 testing center and further cited his anticipation to the 
impact it will make in battling the pandemic. 
  
 “I hope this testing center will be of great help in the region’s fight against COVID-19, enabling the prompt 
processing of samples and the availability of results on time. In a way, this support goes out to our farmers 
and fisherfolk who were relatively affected by the pandemic,” said Director Cedeño. 
DA9 has laid the use of RAIDL, a biosafety level 2 molecular laboratory, along with its equipment such as the 
Real-Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) machine, generator set, and supply of utilities that include 
water and electrical needs. 
  
Some of DA9’s veterinarian and other laboratory technicians have also taken the lead in the orientation and 
training on the operation of the RT-PCR machine among the medical technicians and health personnel who 
will be assigned at the laboratory. 
  
“Since most of the trainees are medical technicians and with the supervision of our WHO consultant, Dr. 
Gregory Jennings, the training has been comprehensive and well-handled with healthy exchange of concepts 
and ideas in operating the RT-PCR and the laboratory as a whole,” shared Dr. Catherine Lojera, a DA 
veterinarian and one of the instructors during the training. 
  
 DOH9 through the ZCMC will provide the necessary manpower such as medical technologists, pathologists, 
and laboratory aides to man and operate the ZCMC-DA satellite laboratory for COVID-19 testing. 
  
“DOH9 plans to train more health personnel to man the laboratory so that if ever there will be a lot of 
specimen to be examined, we can extend the working hours,” said DOH Director Dr. Emilia Monicimpo. 
  
It will also be upon the duty of DOH and ZCMC to ensure that operations are within standards through 
adherence to standard operating procedures and the RITM’s External Quality Assurance System (EQAS). 
  
 The DA laboratory in barangay Tetuan, Zamboanga City will only function as a testing center for COVID-19 
for the duration of the pandemic until such time the region (including BASULTA) will be declared free from 
the virus. 
  
Currently, Zamboanga Peninsula records a total of 141 COVID-19 cases with 121 active cases, 7 recoveries, 
and 2 fatalities.  
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