
DA-8 Conducts Assessment of Typhoon-Affected Areas 
Partial damage report on “Typhoon Ambo” in Region 8 reached P7.13 Million 
  
TACLOBAN CITY, LEYTE -- The newly reactivated Operations Center (OpCen) of the Department of Agriculture – Regional Field 
Office 8 here reported that Typhoon Ambo left an initial PhP7. 13Million damage on crops due to strong winds and heavy rains 
that caused flashfloods to some areas in the three provinces of Samar. 
  
The reports initially gathered over the weekend and submitted to DA-Region 8 covered the towns of Dolores, Maslog and San 
Julian, in Eastern Samar; as well as Catubig and San Isidro in Northern Samar. 
  
Other severely affected municipalities in Eastern Samar, namely: Can-avid, Oras, San Policarpo, Arteche and Jipapad and the 
rest of the flood-prone areas in Samar and Northern Samar are still assessing and consolidating the damages as of posting, 
especially in the interior towns and villages made inaccessible due to landslide and floods. Once, they are able to reach out to 
said isolated areas, all concerned LGUs vowed to submit their reports in the next three to five days. 
  
The DA-RFO 8 Operations Center is at the moment still awaiting reports coming from these heavily affected towns and villages. 
  
Crops affected included rice, corn, cassava, assorted vegetables, banana, rootcrops, fruit trees and livestock. Rice areas 
affected, as of today, May 17, 2020 (Sunday), reached 20 hectares while 132 hectares for root crops and a combined 185 
hectares for the rest of the crops or an aggregate affected area of 337 hectares, including 79 livestock mortality. The total value 
of losses to agriculture sector is now pegged at PhP7,130,460.64. 
  
Accordingly, the number of affected farmers has reached to 663 and expectedly will increase further as other damage reports 
are still under validation by the technical staff of the DA-Regional Office. 
  
So far, based on available data, and pending submission of damage report from Samar province, apparently, Northern Samar 
appeared to have been direly affected with their partial damage placed at 309.98 metric tons, and affected farmers of 562, 
valued at PhP5.34Million as compared to Eastern Samar whose partial damage is pegged at only 88.61 metric tons, and affected 
farmers of 101, valued at PhP1.74 Million. 
  
According to Mr. Joel Pedraza APCO of Samar, the Municipal Agriculture Offices in his area of assignment has yet to submit 
their typhoon damages, but most if not all, committed to submit their reports this week. 
  
Meanwhile, prior to Typhoon Ambo’s landfall on Friday afternoon (May 15), the DA-RFO 8 through RAFIS has posted timely 
information on the social media, including an advisory re: coming of the Typhoon through its radio program at Magik FM and 
Aksyon Radyo informing farmers to harvest their crops early and to postpone sowing of RCEF seeds for the meantime. 
  
DA-RFO 8 likewise issued an office memorandum and advisory to the personnel who will man the OpCen hub on May 14, 2020 
(6pm) to May 15, 2020 (6am); Moreover, it submitted a Pre-Disaster Report Assessment since May 11, 2020 to date, with cut 
off time at 9 o’ clock every morning and 3 o’clock in the afternoon to the DA-Central Office. 
  
The DA-8 FOD Chief, Dr. Andrew Rodolfo Orais also attended the RDRRMC Meeting thru Web Conference on May 15, 2020 
(3pm) wherein the discussion focused on the activity conducted by the different agencies in response to the onslaught of 
Typhoon Ambo. 
  
As if all these are not enough, a day after Typhoon Ambo battered the Samar Island, DA-8 Regional Executive Director Angel C. 
Enriquez led the team that conducted a simultaneous visitation, validation and consultation with the affected municipalities in 
Eastern Samar, such as: Can-avid, Oras, Dolores and San Policarpo ; while Assistant Regional Director for Operations Larry U. 
Sultan did similar activities in Northern Samar areas on the same day, May 16, 2020 (Saturday).  
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