
DA-NDA Southern Mindanao buys 5,300 liters of milk to help dairy farmers 
  
The Department of Agriculture - National Dairy Authority (DA-NDA) in Southern Mindanao has been 
distributing fresh and nutritious milk to frontline workers assigned in various areas of Region 12 as part of 
their We Drink Milk as One: Milk Distribution. 
  
Marlon Flores, NDA – SouthMin area manager said that the main objective of the program is to provide 
frontliners with milk products that would further boost their immune system while serving the public amid 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
  
“Through this initiative, we are also assisting our dairy farmers earn a living in this time of pandemic,” he 
shared adding that the DA-NDA has tapped local dairy producers in the whole region as suppliers. 
  
The NDA-SouthMin targets to buy around 5,300 liters of milk from dairy farmers and will then be processed 
and be distributed to more frontliners who have been on guard making sure that COVID-19 would be totally 
contained in Region 12. 
  
Flores further added that they have been getting dairy milk from various farmer cooperatives in the region 
including the Malungon Dairy Farmers’ Cooperative based in Malungon, Sarangani and General Santos City; 
Unified Engineering Workers’ Multipurpose Cooperative in South Cotabato; Amoil Incorporated in Sultan 
Kudarat; Don Bosco Multipurpose Cooperative, Balindog Stock Farms and Noble Endeavor Foundation in 
North Cotabato. 
  
“We are buying dairy milk per liter which ranges from PhP65 to PhP80 per liter,” he said. 
  
Flores further reported that as of today, NDA-SouthMin has already distributed 600 liters of processed milk 
to hundreds of frontliners in hospitals, quarantine sites and even in checkpoints. 
  
He said, they will continue distributing milk products until their supplies last. 
  
Arlan Mangelen, DA 12 regional executive director has lauded the efforts of the NDA-SouthMin for carrying 
out this initiative that has been helping dairy farmers at the same time providing nutritious milk to frontline 
workers. 
  
“The whole DA family in Region 12 is working very hard to help our farmers and fisherfolk earn income amid 
the execution of general community quarantine in the region,” Director  Mangelen underscored. 
  
He further said that this initiative is part of the DA’s food security program dubbed as Ahon Lahat, Pagkaing 
Sapat (ALPAS) Laban sa COVID-19 of Secretary William "Manong Willie" Dar. (LMSalvo/RAFIS 12) 
  
Photo Caption: DA-NDA Southern Mindanao Team gives fresh and nutritious milk products to uniformed 
personnel manning quarantine checkpoints. Photo by: NDA-South Mindanao  
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