
DA’s research station in SOCOT gives away free seeds, seedlings 
  
As it continuously encourages the public to grow their own food, the Department of Agriculture in Region 12 
(DA 12) through its research and experiment stations has been distributing vegetable seeds and seedlings to 
its clients. 
  
Dr. Aileen Alvarez, chief of Tupi Research and Experiment Station (Tupi RES) located in Brgy. Bololmala, Tupi, 
South Cotabato disclosed that they already distributed close to 1,000 veggie seedlings composed of tomato, 
eggplant and green pepper. 
  
Aside from veggie seedlings, she also reported that Tupi RES already dished out more than 40 kilos of veggie 
seeds which include cowpeas, bush beans and okra. 
  
“We already served the communities surrounding our station through its barangay officials who requested 
planting materials from our station,” Dr. Alvarez shared, adding that they also gave away seed packs to 
several walk-in clients. 
  
Besides veggie seedlings, Tupi RES also provided some clients with durian and mangoesteen seedlings. 
  
DA 12 regional executive director Arlan Mangelen has also awarded hundreds of veggie seed packs to local 
government units and other government institutions as well as non-governmental organizations to further 
intensify the promotion of vegetable planting amidst the implementation of general/enhanced community 
quarantine. 
  
“We keep on encouraging the people to grow their own food in their backyards for them to have an additional 
source of food,” Director Mangelen pointed out. 
  
This nationwide strategy, he added, is a huge help to the DA as it eyes to ensure food availability and to 
sustain food production amid COVID-19 threats. “The promotion of urban agriculture and backyard 
gardening is an initiative of the DA led by Secretary William Dar,” he added. 
  
Interested clients who want to avail of free veggie seeds and seedlings from Tupi RES are advised to message 
the station through their Facebook account: Tupi ROS.  
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