
Albay Breeding station staff trained on hydroponics and marcotting 
  
CABANGAN, CAMALIG, ALBAY---With the extension of the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ), Albay 
Breeding Station chief Dr. Elsa Maranan conducted Hydroponic Gardening and Marcotting Techno-Demo on 
May 4, 2020 for her staff. 
  
“Initiative ko lang ini para sa station and sa staff na habang nasa ECQ, may bago sindang skill na madevelop 
which can be useful sa station and sa harong ninda,” said Maranan. 
  
Maranan added that not only farmers need support and technical assistance to enable them to produce more 
but also those working in the office who want to produce their own vegetables. Moreover, in this time of 
pandemic, food security is of utmost importance. Through hydroponics, vegetables can be grown in both big 
and small spaces even if without soil.. 
  
ABS staff Jennifer Legaspi shared that “dakulang tabang sako an mga arog kaining trainings kasi aside sa 
dagdag-kaalaman, magagamit ko an hydroponic gardening and marcotting sa pagtanom nin mga gulay sa 
harong.” Legaspi has been in the station for three years now. 
  
Agricultural Technician Francisco Obina from the Albay Provincial Agricultural Office (APAO) said that 
hydroponics is a form of gardening that uses no soil, but instead grows plants in water mixed with nutrient 
solution of phosphorus, nitrogen and calcium. The nutrient solution is available at his office. 
  
Obina added that they have already produced okra, tomatoes, sili, pechay, pachoi lettuce, arugula, green 
onions, upland kangkong, mustasa and herbs. These vegetables and herbs grown through hydroponics 
gardening are being showcased inside the Albay Farmers Bounty Village here. 
  
The basic materials include Carbonized Rice Hull, Styrofoam boxes and cups, water, nutrient solution and 
plastic mulch. 
  
Researches showed that hydroponic plants produce a greater yield because plants are more densely spaced 
together and plant growth elements like pH level and nutrient content of the water; and amount of light can 
be better controlled. Hydroponic systems use 10 times less water compared to traditional field crop watering 
methods. Indoor hydroponic systems allow plants to grow almost anywhere all year round. Hydroponic 
systems can take up a small amount of space. 
  
Initially, Maranan said that they will try upland kangkong, pechay and tomato. Once they have mastered the 
technology, the station will venture into lettuce and other high-value vegetables. 
  
Meanwhile, marcotting is a method of plant propagation to allow the fruit-bearing trees to take shorter time 
to fruit. Obina used Papaya in his demonstration of this plant propagation method. 
  
DA-Bicol Regional Executive Director Rodel P. Tornilla urges all research stations to initiate activities and 
projects that will showcase new technologies and encourage farmers to adopt said technologies. Their 
activities should empower farmers and improve their productivity and eventually contribute to food 
availability which are the main objectives of the DA’s Plant, Plant, Plant Program or the Ahon Lahat, Pagkaing 
Sapat (ALPAS) kontra COVID-19. (jaysonmgonzales) 
  
Photo caption: Gildo Alemania shows the base of the hydroponic garden and the kangkong plants grown 
through hydroponic gardening.  
_ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ 

 


