
Victory Day: DA RFO 2 holds mass planting of vegetables and fruit trees 
  
Participated by its 75% skeleton workforce, the Department of Agriculture Regional Field Office 02 (DA RFO 2) headed by 
Executive Director Narciso A. Edillo started the first week of the month with adopting a site and mass planting today, May 
4, 2020, highlighting Victory Day. 
  
“The fight against COVID-19 is far from over. Yet, during the ECQ, transport of food was unhampered. The food chain was 
not disturbed. We have issued passes for the vehicles transporting vegetables and meat. Farmers were able to harvest,” 
RED Edillo said in a simple program before the activity. 
  
“Today, there are many things we are thankful for. Therefore, let us plant and continue what we have started a year ago. 
You have your area inside the compound and seedlings and compost soil are available. We begin, anew.” 
  
Responding to the call, the employees brought with them recyclable containers and gardening tools and have braved the 
midsummer heat. 
  
They did not only plant: they designed their respective areas and added styles and aesthetics. 
  
Around 5,000 containers were planted with a variety of vegetables and fruit trees region-wide. 
  
The mass planting was done simultaneously with the different employees of eight (8) DA RFO 2 research centers and 
experiment stations in Quirino, Nueva Vizcaya, Isabela, Batanes, and Cagayan. 
  
Documented by the Regional Agricultural and Fishery Information Section (RAFIS), the event was broadcasted at DZDA 
105.3 FM, DA’s official station, and was plugged via livestreaming. 
  
“This activity will entail responsibility as we have to care for these seedlings until they mature. By now, it is also expected 
that you have your gardens at home,” RTD Rose Mary G. Aquino stressed in her message. 
  
“Victory Day because there are no cases of COVID 19 in DA RFO 2 and all have dutifully reported healthy today. We are 
thankful. For this, let us follow all precautionary measures.” 
  
Engr. Blessie Tega, head of High-Value Crop Development Program (HVCDP) said about 4,000 seedlings were planted at 
the regional office today which includes eggplant, tomatoes, pepper, sweet corn, upland kangkong, pechay, and okra 
seeds. Also planted were fruit trees in big plastic drums to regreen the surroundings. 
  
Why Victory Day? 
  
The food chain was not disturbed. Kadiwa outlets were rolled down throughout the region. There is Bantay Presyo Task 
Force to enforce the price freeze and suggested retail price policies on basic food commodities. Fund was bankrolled to 
enhance food security initiatives. 
  
Through the Plant, plant, plant Program, DA also revived the urban agriculture and backyard gardening programs to help 
attain household food resiliency. 
  
RED Edillo, a staunch advocate of backyard gardening has rallied the employees to plant earlier on and has kicked urban 
gardening off a year earlier. 
  
DA employees have gardens in their own homes, the rest are vertical, hydroponics and other creative means. 
  
Consequently, garden mo, iflex mo contest, a DA RFO 2 initiative is ongoing, participated by the general public and DA 
employees. 
  
Also, continuous distribution of seeds and adopt a barangay program are support initiatives relative to urban gardening.  
---------------------------------------- 

 


