
SOCOT farmer group continues growing veggies amid covid-19 
  
As the country is currently facing the deadly 2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19), a vegetable farmer group in the 
municipality of Lake Sebu in South Cotabato continuously cultivates their farms to make sure that there is enough 
supply of vegetables in Region 12.  
  
According to Enrique Valenzuela, owner of EJD Diversified Farm and an officer of Lake Sebu Vegetable Growers’ 
Association (LASVEGAS), he and his fellow members have not stopped growing vegetables despite the execution of 
community quarantine because of COVID-19. 
  
However, Mr. Valenzuela admitted that their movements were restricted especially in the transport of their 
products from their farms to its intended markets. 
  
“Nakipag-coordinate kami sa DA-AMAD para ma-process ‘yung aming food passes (FP) para sa mga miyembro 
maging sa mga hindi miyembro ng aming organisasyon,” he said lauding the efforts of the DA in the issuance of 
food passes that hastens the transportation of their products. AMAD stands for the Agribusiness and Marketing 
Assistance Division. 
  
He further shared that DA-AMAD has also tapped their association to sell their produce during the rollout of 
KADIWA ni Ani at Kita on Wheels in different places in the region. 
  
Aside from delivering their veggies such as tomatoes and eggplants in various areas in the region, LASVEGAS is also 
regularly supplying veggies to their buyers in Cagayan de Oro City. 
  
“Malaki talaga ang tulong ng food passes na binigay sa amin ng DA. Hindi na kami nagkakaroon ng mga problema 
sa pagdaan sa mga checkpoint,” Valenzuela said. 
  
LASVEGAS is one of the numerous vegetable farmer groups that received various interventions from the DA’s High 
Value Crops Development Program. “Binigyan kami ng DA ng upland vegetable seeds, rain shelters, water plastic 
drums, HPDE pipes, plastic crates, shallow tube wells at marami pang iba na nagagamit namin ngayon sa 
pagpapalago pa ng aming kabuhayan,” he said.  
  
Enrique’s brother and fellow vegetable farmer Romeo Valenzuela, Jr. thanked the DA for giving their association 
interventions that they currently utilize in further improving their livelihood project. 
“Nagpapasalamat kami kay Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte at sa mga taga-DA dahil binigyan nila kami ng mga ayuda na 
makatutulong sa aming mga magsasaka lalo na sa panahon ng krisis,” he said. 
  
He also said that they are sharing some of their seedlings to the community for them to be encouraged to produce 
their own food by growing vegetables at their respective backyards. (RBTomonas/RAFIS 12) 
  
Photo Caption: Mr. Enrique Valenzuela, a farmer in Lake Sebu, South Cotabato, never stops planting vegetables to 
ensure that there will be enough supply in the markets. 
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