
 

RFO XI News Release  
DA Lauds Davao City’s Agri-food Pack Program 

  
The Department of Agriculture in Region XI (DA-XI) lauds the Davao City government as it 
supports the agency’s call to source out produce from local farms in its food pack 
distribution for residents affected by the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ). 
  
 “On top of distributing canned goods and processed products, we are glad that the Davao 
City government through its ‘Buy Back, Repack’ program is prioritizing buying fresh 
produce from our farmers. It’s a win-win situation for both consumers and producers,” DA-
XI Regional Director Ricardo Oñate said. 
  
Through its “Buy Back, Repack, and Distribute: Tabang sa Mag-uuma (Aid for Farmers),” 
the city government buys farm products and distributes it through agri-food packs to 
residents who are indigents, out-of-work head of a family, contractual/no work employees, 
no pay and out-of-work head of a family, a self-employed and out-of-work head of the 
family, and a low-income head of a family with significant loss or reduction of income 
because of quarantine measures to slow down the spread of COVID-19. 
  
Each agri-food pack contains one kilo of fresh vegetables, one kilo of fish, one kilo of pork 
or chicken, one tray of eggs and two liters of dairy milk, all bought by the city government 
from the local farmers. Priority recipients for the agri-food packs are those who haven’t 
received the ration card from the government. 
  
“These really help our farmers as the city government buys their products at a higher 
price,” said City Agriculturist Leo Brian Leuterio adding that on the first day, the city 
government acquired 5,000 kilos of vegetables and fruits from local and IP farmers. 
  
As of April 4, a total of 46, 245 kilos of fruits and vegetables were delivered from various 
districts in the city. 
                                                                                                 
 “This is the time to help our farmers sell their produce while we promote healthy 
consumption in consumers. The food supplies can actually come from local farmers and it 
helps minimize movement from one location to another,” Oñate said while urging other 
LGUs to replicate the program of the Davao City government. 
  
Aside from providing a sure link from the farmers to the market to ensure that farmers will 
have a source of income, Oñate said farm products such as fresh fruits and vegetables are 
nutritionally beneficial, boosting consumers’ immune system against COVID-19. # # # 

  


