
954 Rice farmers in Cordillera receive DA financial aid 
  
The Department of Agriculture-Cordillera (DA-CAR) through its Rice Farmers Financial Assistance (RFFA) Program is 
distributing financial aid of Php5,000.00 each to 954 rice farmers in the Provinces of Kalinga, Ifugao and Apayao 
this week. 
  
The rice farmers will receive the assistance in a form of cash card provided by the Landbank of the Philippines (LBP) 
which serves as the agency’s servicing center. The total amount for 954 cash cards is Php 4.77 Million. 
  
The cash card distribution caters to 614 rice farmers (Php 3.07 Million) in the province of Kalinga, 223 rice farmers 
(Php 1.115 Million) in Apayao, and 117 rice farmers (Php 0.585 Million) in Ifugao. This is the first tranche of 
distribution for Kalinga and Apayao while second tranche for Ifugao. It was recalled that 626 Ifugao rice farmers 
(Php 3.130 Million) were able to receive their cash assistance under the first tranche on February 28, 2020. 
  
DA-CAR Regional Technical Director for Operations Danilo P. Daguio said that the RFFA is not a loan program but it 
is an unconditional cash transfer that aims to further assist the rice farmers nationwide who are directly affected 
by the severe drop of palay price which was made effective last year, 2019. 
  
The RFFA program is provided to identified major rice producing provinces in the country specifically to rice 
farmers tilling 0.5 to 2 hectares. They should be registered in the Registry System for Basic Sectors in Agriculture or 
RSBSA. For CAR, included provinces are Ifugao, Kalinga, and Apayao. 
  
Bruce Daculan, Regional RFFA Focal Person, said that the agency is targeting around 30,000 rice beneficiaries 
amounting to Php 149.96 Million, for pay out. 
The DA-CAR concerned local government units in coordination with the banks also ensure that the health and 
safety protocols are properly observed such as physical distancing and wearing of mask during cash distribution 
and pay out  
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