
NFA has released some 2.2 M bags of rice for COVID19 relief 
  
A month after the implementation of Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) in Luzon and other areas, the 
National Food Authority (NFA) had already issued a total of 2,191,733 bags of rice to various local 
government units (LGUs), the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), legislators, and other 
relief institutions, for distribution to affected families. 
  
From March 16 to April 16, a total of 1,919,719 bags of NFA rice had been released to various LGUs across the 
country; 94,413 bags to the DSWD; 86,655 bags to legislators; and 90,946 bags to other relief-giving 
institutions for relief purposes. 
  
Aside from Luzon, LGUs in Visayas and Mindanao consequently declared their own ECQs either to prevent 
transmission to their communities or to arrest the further spread of Covid19 infections among their 
respective constituents. 
  
On a regional level, more than half of the NFA rice issuances were recorded in Luzon, for a total of 1,209,736 
bags. The biggest withdrawals were registered in the National Capital Region (NCR) at 319,169 bags; 
followed by Region 5 (Bicol) at 267,892 bags; Region 4 (Southern Tagalog) at 249,195 bags; Region 3 (Central 
Luzon) at 161,942 bags; Region 1 (Ilocos) at 114,736 bags; and Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) at 97,386 bags. 
  
In the Visayas, a total of 631,460 bags of NFA rice were withdrawn, broken down as follows: Region 6 
(Western Visayas) - 281,341 bags; Region 8 (Eastern Visayas) - 255,956 bags; and Region 7 (Central Visayas) 
- 94,163 bags. 
  
In Mindanao, a total of 350,537 bags were withdrawn, with Region 11 (Southern Mindanao) getting 78,954 
bags; Region 10 (Northern Mindanao) - 75,929 bags; Region 11 (Central Mindanao)- 63,885 bags; Region 9 
(Western Mindanao) -59,494 bags; Region 14 (ARMM) -44,471 bags; and Region 15 (CARAGA) -27,804 bags. 
  
"We still expect high volumes of NFA rice withdrawals during the duration of ECQ until April 30 and beyond, 
as the threat of Covid19 infections continue. That's why we also continue to replenish our rice stocks 
especially in areas with high incidence of infections," NFA Administrator Dansal said. 
  
Dansal has directed NFA offices nationwide to be open daily, even during weekends and holidays, not only to 
quickly respond to the rice needs of LGUs and relief agencies, but also to continuously procure palay from 
farmers, transfer rice stocks to areas in need, and undertake full-blast milling of palay stocks to augment rice 
buffer stocks across the country.  
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