
DA: There's enough food in Region 12 
  
The Department of Agriculture (DA) in Region 12 assures the public of a food-sufficient SOCCSKSARGEN as 
the nation continues to face the challenge of the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
  
Arlan Mangelen, DA 12 regional executive director, gave the assurance in front of provincial and city 
agriculturists as well as agricultural and fishery council chairmen in the recent meetings called by the agency 
in Koronadal City. 
  
During the presentation of the Revised Ahon Lahat, Pagkain Sapat Kontra sa COVID-19 (ALPAS): A Food 
Sufficiency/Resiliency Plan Amidst COVID-19, the official revealed that based on data, the region is still food-
sufficient and can meet the basic food requirements of the population. 
  
“Help us relay the information to your province so that people will not worry a lot regarding the food supply 
of the region,” Director Mangelen said. 
  
A DA report, which tells the Supply-Demand of Commodities in Region 12 from April to June, 2020, showed 
that supply of rice is enough to feed the more than four million population of SOCCSKSARGEN for two 
months. 
  
With 82,112 metric tons supply, the 9,422 metric ton-weekly-demand will be met, the report indicated. 
  
DA 12’s Field Operations Division also disclosed that the agency is also preparing to distribute to provinces 
40,000 bags of hybrid palay seeds and 10,000 bags of inbred palay seeds with fertilizer for the wet season. 
  
For vegetables, the report indicated that supply will last until the last week of May while for root crops, 
production is enough until the first week of May. 
  
Similar reports also showed that Region 12 has enough supply of round scad, milkfish, tilapia, pork and 
chicken. 
  
Meanwhile, to roll out immediate interventions for food production and availability, food accessibility and 
affordability and food price stabilization, DA 12 has crafted the Revised ALPAS: A Food 
Sufficiency/Resiliency Plan Amidst COVID-19. 
  
This plan enables the department to provide farmers production and marketing support.   
  
A total of PhP455-million will be allocated to the whole region, PhP16-M of which will serve as a contingency 
fund. 
The plan focuses on the distribution of production support to local government units, which they will then 
distribute to farmers. Funds for this purpose were culled out from DA’s banner programs: Rice, Corn, High 
Value Crops, Organic Agriculture, Livestock; and DA’s poverty alleviation initiative, Special Area for 
Agricultural Development Program. 
  
Part of the plan is the roll-out of KADIWA ni Ani at Kita on Wheels which brings agri products like rice, corn, 
chicken and other basic commodities that consumers greatly need amidst the ongoing enhanced community 
quarantine. As of press time, the agency’s KADIWA Program has travelled to four key areas of the region 
generating PhP2-M cash sales. (CULAguillon/RAFIS 12) 
  



Seventy five rice farmers from the municipality of Lambayong, Sultan Kudarat received cash assistance from 
the Department of Agriculture's - Rice Farmers' Financial Assistance (RFFA) Program. Each farmer-
beneficiary received PhP5,000 financial aid that they can use to purchase palay seeds, fertilizers and other 
farm inputs. 
  
RFFA is a cash subsidy given to rice farmers who are tilling 0.5 hectares to two hectares of land and are 
registered in the Registry System for Basic Sectors in Agriculture (RSBSA). Moreover, RFFA is one of the 
agency’s direct interventions to rice farmers who are affected by Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
  
DA 12 Regional Executive Director Arlan Mangelen led the distribution of cash assistance along with other 
regional staff in partnership with Lambayong LGU led by Mayor Ferdinand Agduma and Sultan Kudarat 
Provincial Agriculture Office headed by Estela Hallegado. 
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