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Administrator Serafica attended the Awarding of Outstanding Farmers, Fisherfolk and Coastal 
Communities at the Rizal Hall in Malacañang Palace on April 5, 2018. 
 
Gawad Saka is an annual activity of the Department of Agriculture which acknowledges farmers, 
fisherfolk, as well as distinguished groups and individuals, who have excelled and made significant 
contributions in the development of agriculture and fishery sector in their regions and in the country. 
 
In his speech, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte recognized the contribution of the farmers and fisherfolks 
to the development of the Philippines. He applauded them for their efforts in the development of the 
country’s agricultural and fisheries industries. He also noted that the country’s agricultural landscape is 
gradually reaching a new level of development after years of continued hard work and persistence to 
raise its productivity. 
 

“Today, we reiterate their importance in our collective efforts to build a stronger future for the 
Philippine agri-fishery sector by paying tribute to the individuals who have made impactful contributions 
in driving the continued advancement of the industry,” President Duterte said in his speech. 

The President handed over the awards to 23 winners of Gawad Saka 2017, an annual competition that 
recognizes the exceptional contributions of Filipino farmers and fishers to the growth of the country’s 
agriculture sector. He also led the awarding of the winners for MMK 2017, the nationwide search for 
outstanding coastal communities with exemplary initiatives on resource protection and conservation. 

Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Piñol announced that the grand winner will receive P30 million in 
livelihood funds; the 1st runner up, P18 million; the 2nd runner up, 10 million. 

Cagayan native, Richard B. Biraquit is the 2017 Gawad Saka winner as Outstanding Sugarcane Farmer. 
He has been in the sugarcane farming industry for nine years and confidently attests that it is a very 



profitable enterprise with hard work and dedication. Mr. Biraquit believes that great works are 
performed not by strength but by tenacity and devotion. His confidence in the potential of what the 
sugarcane farming has to offer encouraged him to pursue this endeavour in 2008. Apart from being an 
exemplary farmer, he also dabbles in public service and is the current barangay captain of Sto. Domingo, 
Piat, Cagayan. 
 

 


