
Dr. Pusta proved to be an 

engaging speaker.  

RDE Sponsors Technical Writing Seminar for  

its Select Personnel 
 

The Research, Development and Extension (RDE) Division staged a seminar titled, 

“Scientific Writing for Agricultural Specialists” for its select personnel from the Luzon, Visayas 

and Mindanao areas on September 26-28, 2016 at the Luzon Agricultural Research and 

Extension Center (LAREC) in Floridablanca, Pampanga.   

 

 Spearheaded by Dr. Dina Padilla-

Fernandez (OIC, Office of the Manager III, 

RDE-L&M), the main objectives of the said 

training were to: strengthen the scientific 

communication abilities of Research Specialists, 

encourage and promote a culture of scientific 

publishing among said group, create a 

community of RDE Researchers who regularly 

communicate with one another which 

minimizes scientific isolation and share 

experiences specially the difficulties 

encountered by researchers in publishing their 

papers. It is Dr. Fernandez’s desire to equip more 

RDE people and eventually inspire them to come 

up with quality research papers in the coming days.  

 Tapped as resource speaker for the event was Ms. Maria Gwenetha Pusta, PhD, 

AssistantProfessor III from the Department of Communication 

and Media Studies of the University of Sto. Tomas. On the 

opening day, she started the lecture proper via the topic on 

avenues of communication in Science. Here, she differentiated 

Research Communication (research journal, research reviews, 

conference paper, thesis and book chase) as against Popular 

Communication (extension manual, newspaper report, 

magazine articles, radio broadcasts, films and video).  

  

The participants were 

very enthusiastic in 

listening to the 

succeeding topics lined-up like: choosing a journal and 

evaluate its policy, scope and content as well as 

defining the special requirements for producing an 

article for publication; defining the IMRAD 

(Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results and 

Discussion); scientific style and English in research 

paper which points to how good writing style can 

increase comprehension and knowing the elements of good and poor style in research writing; 

terminologies that are common in research papers; numbers, abbreviations, units, acronyms, 

symbols and nomenclatures; and references in which some integral pointers were given like 

Seminar participants happily posing with Dr. 

Pusta for a souvenir.  



recognize the three common styles of references in the biological sciences, cite a reference 

correctly in the text, be aware of the elements of a publication that are included in a reference and 

construct a reference list with the elements listed correctly.  

 On Day 2, Dr. Pusta continued with 

her scheduled topics like: using tables, 

illustrations, posters and graphs to present 

results, importance of media and popular 

writing, and basic facts about photography. 

She also emphasized that it’s better to use 

the passive voice in scientific writing to 

project formality. It was also the time that 

the participants were divided into four 

groups for the workshop on research 

proposal writing to test if they could apply 

the learnings they had.  

 The third day was devoted to the 

oral presentation of research reports by the groups with critique. Along with Dr. Pusta, Mr. Joel 

Ronario, Mr. Joseph Peter Gonzales and Ms. Evelyn Estanislao served as the pool of critics. 

They were tasked to comment and evaluate the content and presentation style of each group. 

 First to take the floor was the group of Mr. Kevin Martin Faltado whose presentation was 

titled, “Parametric Study on the Low Temperature Spray Drying of Biosurfactant from 

Sugarcane Molasses.” Comments raised include: 1) better to use 

the past tense instead of the present tense; 2) always be careful 

of word spelling in the slides because sometimes, it becomes 

glaring; and 3) although commended for using good 

accompanying photos, still, ensure that such pictures are really 

apt for the topic. 

 The presenter for the second group was Mr. Patricio 

Macamos whose material was titled, “Effects of Different 

Degrees of Mechanization on the Growth and Yield of Phil-99-

1793.” Among the comments pointed out were: 1) as much as 

possible, make the presentation simple and understandable; 2) 

address the objectives; and 3) know the audience well.  

 Next to 

present was Ms. 

Rosenie Entina who represented the third group. The 

title of their paper was, “Promising Phil 2008 Series 

Sugarcane Varieties.” Dr. Pusta singled out the team 

for finishing within the allotted time of 15 minutes. 

She said that this is a crucial factor in making 

presentations. One comment though was it should be 

reflective of the variables and the slides could’ve 

been clearer.  

 Last but not the least was the group of Mr. 

Benjie Manlapaz whose presentation was titled, 

During the critiquing aspect, there was 

substantial exchange of ideas.  

Mr. Kevin Faltado acted as their 

group’s official presenter.  

Mr. Johnny Agsaoay was tasked to 

present for Group IV which was 

headed by Mr. Benjie Manlapaz.  



“Cane and Sugar Yields as Affected by Single and Mixed Variety Planting.” Comments centred 

on choice of fonts used and clarity and continuity of slides since Dr. Pusta emphasized the 

importance of treating the presentation as if one is story-telling.  

 Asked for their reflections before the event came to a wrap, majority of the participants 

were grateful for all the insights they’ve gained out of the activity. In fact, they clamoured for 

another seminar of this type in the coming days and acknowledged the importance of being 

equipped when it comes to research-writing. Dr. Pusta was glad of the body’s warm reception 

and encouraged everyone to use their new-found knowledge to full advantage- Joseph Peter R. 
Gonzales (Training Specialist II) 

 

 

         

  

 


