
SRA ATTENDS TECH VOC EDUCATION WORKSHOP 
 

The Sugar Regulatory Administration, represented by Dr. Dina Padilla-Fernandez (Chief 

Agriculturist, L&M) and Joseph Peter Gonzales (Training Specialist II) attended the 

“Consultative Workshop on Development and Implementation of Tech Voc Education for 

Philippine Agri-Fisheries Sector” on February 10, 2015 at the Villar Sipag Center in Las Piñas 

City.  

 

A joint project of the Senate Committee on Agriculture 

and Food, Commission on Higher Education, Philippine 

Association of Agricultural Engineers and the Technical 

Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA), 

the event proved to be a success with the attendance of 

representatives from various government agencies, state 

universities and colleges. Actually, the workshop aims to 

engage and mobilize all Agri-Fishery based Higher 

Education Institutions through their College/Department 

of Agricultural Engineering, Agriculture, Agribusiness, 

Fisheries, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine to support and complement the implementation of 

the DA programs and projects through the offering of Tech Voc Courses for the Agri-Fishery 

sector as part of their training and extension program, and the development of a pool of TVET 

trainers and assessors. This is in order to hasten agriculture development and mechanization and 

make agriculture education accessible to the children of farmers and fisher folks. 

 

On its end, TESDA will provide training scholarships while the DA identifies the participants 

apart from helping the institution have their scholars use machines and agricultural equipment 

for their hands-on experience. Under the Tech Voc courses, the trainees can be housed in 

locations where there are model farms and centers identified by DA in a collaborative 

arrangement.  

 

In her key note speech, Sen. Cynthia Villar, 

Chair, Senate Committee on Agriculture and 

Food pointed out that at present, there’s a need  

for the promotion of urban agriculture 

considering that the Philippines is a disaster-

prone country. That’s why introducing Tech 

Voc education to the country’s agri-fisheries 

sector is a timely step. Zeroing in on farming, 

the lady senator mentioned that we are an 

agricultural nation and if we want to make a 

difference, the agriculture sector is a good area 

to start. It’s imperative that farmers be taught on 

how to become entrepreneurs. And with mechanization as a huge factor for progress, agricultural 

courses are a must. According to Sen. Villar, this project is an investment for the future. This 

vision was further echoed by TESDA Gen. Director Joel Villanueva. He said that the project is a 

giant step towards strengthening the country’s agri-fisheries sector.  



 

Next to take the floor was Engr. Christopher 

Morales of the Department of Agriculture, 

who serves as OIC of the Planning and 

Programming Division. He gave an overview 

of the Philippine Agriculture Program for this 

year. First, he explained that the DA is 

responsible for the promotion of agricultural 

development by providing: 1) policy 

framework, 2) public investments and 3) 

support services. A vital portion of the lecture 

was the discussion of the DA’s banner 

programs and projects like, rice, corn, high 

value crops, livestock and fisheries. Engr. 

Morales also tackled about the Grassroots 

Participatory Budgeting (GPB), an approach to preparing the budget proposal of agencies, taking 

into consideration the development needs of cities or municipalities as identified in their 

respective local poverty reduction action plans that shall be formulated with strong participation 

of basic sector and other civil society organizations.   

The next speaker was TESDA’s Ms. Imelda Taganas 

(Executive Director, Office of the Chief of Staff). She 

shed light on various pertinent subjects pertaining to 

the Philippine Tech Voc Education with Focus on 

Agri-Fisheries. She discussed about the Qualification 

Map and the Training for Work Scholarship Program 

in which there are two types: 1) W/ Training 

Regulation or WTR and 2) No Training Regulation 

(NTR). The succeeding resource person was Dr. 

Ruben Sevilleja, President of the Central Luzon State 

University. He talked about “Refocusing and 

Strengthening the Training and Extension Program of Agri-Fishery Based HEIs.  

During the workshop proper, there was a round table discussion regarding prioritization and 

target-setting on trainer’s training and TVET training courses to be offered by HEIs per 

Department/College (Agriculture, Agribusiness Fishery, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine). 

There was a Covenant of Support as well for the development and implementation of TVET in 

the Agriculture and Fisheries sector. 

Commissioner Ruperto Sanggalang of the CHED rendered the Closing Remarks while Dr. 

Jocelyn Avelino, Director of CLSU’s Training Office acted as emcee for the whole-day affair. 

         By: Joseph Peter Gonzales 

 

 

 

 


