
SRA LIVELIHOOD SEMINAR 

 

SRA Taps Cotabato CCT Beneficiaries for Livelihood Seminar and 

Establishment of Communal Garden 

 
Annually, the theme for the celebration of Nutrition Month varies. For this year, it is: “Gutom at 

Malnutrisyon, Sama-sama Nating Wakasan!” In line with this, the Department of Agriculture (DA) issued 

a memorandum to integrate hunger mitigation and address malnutrition in every agency’s plans and 

programs. 

 

A salient activity under this project is the provision of livelihood opportunities for poor families 

including trainings or seminars and the establishment of home community vegetable and fruit gardens to 

empower said folks that apart from the health and monetary gains, they will at least develop confidence to 

rise above their current plight. 

 

To be able to tap or channel to the right beneficiaries of this activity, the Sugar Regulatory 

Administration (SRA) coordinated with local LGU’s and the Department of Social Welfare and 

Development (DSWD) in the Cotabato Mill District. Focused were sugarcane farmers receiving 

Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) in Matalam, North Cotabato.  

 

A day before the actual conduct of the seminar (which ran from July 30-August 2, 2013), an 

inception meeting was held to discuss the flow of the whole training schedule. Official representatives 

from the various government units merging forces for the worthwhile endeavor were in attendance 

namely, Dr. Wilfredo Juloya, Jr. (Municipal Agriculturist Officer-Matalam), Mr. Sammy Cadungon 

(MDDC), Mr. Tanny Relampagoi (Philsurin), Ms. Lady Ann Felipe and Ms. Minda Miranda (DSWD), 

Mr. Ireneo Nuñez (Cotabato MDO, SRA) and Ms. Rosalina Tan and Ms. Roda Ann Marmol (SRA). 

 

 The first batch of 43 participants came from Brgys. Marbel, Kibudoc, Kilada and Manubuan. 

The second one was comprised of 40 attendees from Brgys. Natutungan, Kidama, Ilian and Kabulacan.  

Said sugarcane farmers were taught how to make Muscovado sugar as an alternative source of income 

courtesy of Ms. Rosa Tan. She also presented a demo on vinegar and wine (basi) making for the same 

purpose. Meanwhile, Matalam’s Municipal Agricultural Technologist Brian Alagano gave a lecture on 

organic farming.  

 

After the lectures, each barangay was made to identify its respective area for communal garden.  

The crop picked to be planted was the bell pepper (atsal) because of its high demand especially during the 

month of December, not to mention its low input and maintenance.  

 

Brgy. Marbel was split into two since the residents are distant: Group one cited Sitio Condring 

which measures 400 square meters and is located at the back of an elementary school while the second 

group chose a 300-square-meter Marbel area located near the barangay hall. Mean while, Brgy. 

Manubuan boasts of an available 500-square-meter area, same with Brgy. Kibudoc. Brgy. Kilada (also 

divided into two groups) and Brgy. Kidama have yet to identify their respective areas. 

 

 As for the second group,  Brgy. Natutungan has more than 500 square meters available, Brgy. 

Ilian has 250 square meters available and Brgy. Kabulacan has 300 square meters available. It was agreed 

upon that there is a need to develop a protocol per barangay as to the scheduling of the daily gardening 

tasks of each member.  



It was indeed another successful endeavor for SRA in its continuous goal of uplifting the lives 

especially of rural women, strengthen their earning capacity and develop higher self-esteem which leads 

to self-empowerment.  

 

 

 

 
Seminar participants, who are basically sugarcane farmers, proudly pose for a souvenir shot.     

 
 

Participants in action: Hands-on learning as they are taught how to prepare vinegar from sugarcane. 

 

 

 

 


