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Workshop on Crop Estimation and Block Farming Held

Asst. Adm. Toto Villanueva took time out to attend and listen to the t&
delivered in the seminar.
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Presenting: The 2011 GAWAD SAKA Nominees for
Outstanding Sugarcane Farmer

THE annual Gawad Saka Awards A Civil Engineering drop-o u t , biags/Bas

is definitely one important amazing how Marlon

agriculture event being look metamorphosed into the An active member of the

forwarded to. This prestigious successful sugarcane farmer he  community, Marlon heads the

search honors the best in the is now. After working as a truck Purok Presidentsd L
various fields in the industry. helper for 12 years, he turned to  serves as treasurer of the Culapa

The sugarcane category is one sugarcane farming, with only Multi -purpose Cooperative. He

of the hotly -contested. For the one hectare as starting area. is also a constant benefactor of

last ten years, adjudged winners  Due to hard work, dedication the church, school and

were simply the abndbheiegdandseof, hewase barangay. Kind-hearted, he
crop6é who have rablgtbgrawenis farch: improgetd  provides employment even

production despite the usual sugar production and increased  during non -milling season, the
challenges they face. income. At present, he cultivates reason why he is wellloved in

Overcoming the stumbling his own three-hectare farm, his hometown. Knowing how to
blocks with much apart from the nine -hectare give back with all the blessings

determination, hard work and a which he rents. He was also able he has, Marlon also supports
progressive disposition, they are  to acquire two trucks for hauling  two high school scholars as of

truly worthy of the citation. canes and other farm products, now.
one tractor for land preparation
This year, three competent and a service vehicle for family *RUDOLFO BAGA-AN
sugarcane planters are vying for  use. (REGION VII)
the title. One is from Negros BAYAWAN CITY,
Occidental, the other hails from  An advocate of crop and NEGROS ORIENTAL
Negros Oriental and the last livestock integration and
comes from Cagayan. Each is organic farming, - onl vy
gualified for the title but as in plant sugarcane but rice,
any competition, only one could  coconut, coffee and fruit trees
be declared as the winner. As as well. On the side, he also put
the deli ber at i onupapiggey, raise ducksand @ s
to know first the distinguished fish pond. With de
nominees: array of features, the City of
Kabankalan recognized its
*MARLON CAJEN potential and promotes it as an
(REGION VI) agri-tourist destination.
KABANKALAN CITY, Mar |l onds f ar m p rRudotfoigadusted avith@
NEGROS OCCIDENTAL advocacy coi nci dBac hwaltcr @Nse gd eogsrbe e |

NN i\ ! Vi sion to be an Hl@atignaAitérhis rétieeientn d . 6

ik o ’ In 2010, he was able to produce from the Tolong Sugar Mill in

¢ . \ 119.15 bags/ha of sugar with 56 1990, he opted to venture into
tons cane/ha and a sugar sugarcane farming and what
content of 2.12 Lkg/TC. The luck! From his original one-
yield is 27.7% higher than the hectare farm, now, he owns five

mill district average of 86.15 .
(Continued on
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(Presenting

hectares and leased three more,
a solid proof of his triumph.
Interestingly, his production for
Crop Year 200910 made him as
one of the top yielders in his
district, with an average of 65
tons/ha and 131.30 Lkg/ha
compared to the mill district
average of only 34.94 tons/ha
and 74.35 Lkg/ha.

Rudolfo applies manure and
crop residues such as cane trash
to be used as mulch which could
suppress weed growth, conserve
moisture and improve soil
structure. He also applies vermin
compost at 10 bags per hectare,
two tons mill ash and six tons of
mud press to increase the
Organic Matter (OM) content
and population of beneficial
microorganisms in the soil.
Another amazing feat that
Rudolfo achieved is that despite
his lack of access to new high
yielding varieties, still, he is able
to raise his production. He did
this by following soil analysis
recommendation to the dot,
timely and proper application of
fertilizer, weed control and
harvesting canes at the right
time.

An OPSI graduate, Rudolfo
religiously follows the tried and
tested cultural practices such as
early planting/replanting to take
advantage of the soil moisture
for efficient germination, proper
selection of quality cane points,
proper land preparation, trash
farming, proper harvesting
(cutting canes at ground level),
and fresh and clean cane

. defivery.These greatly

contribute to his production of
high yield.

Now, Rudolfo owns a six
wheeler truck for hauling canes
and copra. He was able to
venture too into a mango
contractual flower induction
business. Truly, he is a perfect

example of hard-earned success.

*ROBERTO CAUILAN
(REGION 1)
SOLANA, CAGAYAN

A graduate of Bachelor of
Science in Agricultural
Engineering at the Gregorio
Araneta University Foundation,
Roberto has a natural affinity
with farming. At a young age, he
was trained to work in their farm
during vacation time. His
constant exposure to farm life
tapped his interest to venture
into it someday.

After his stint with the
Department of Science and
Technology branch in Cagayan
as a researcher, Bert went back
to farming believing that it was
his destiny. And he was right! He
was able to expand the five-
hectare farm originally given to
him by his father. Over the years,

JudSep.

he was able to lease/mortgage
an additional five hectares,
proving that if you love what
youdre doing,
achieve the best results.

From rice farming, he got
interested to sugarcane farming
in 2006. He began with an initial
area of five hectares. From there,
he successfully expanded his
area to fourteen hectares! At
present, Bert operates on a
twenty -four hectare of
sugarcane farm (nineteen
hectares leased, five hectares
owned).

His secret formula? He sought
the advice of successful
sugarcane farmers before him,
visited other farms for
observation, subscribed on
magazine and other materials
on sugarcane production
technology and asked technical
support from the Sugar
Regulatory Administration.

In the last crop year, his average
yield is 81.13 TC/Ha which is
quite impressive. Guided by the
motto that,
responsibilities and you will see
your
havendt seen
yet. Expect him to accomplish
more in the future.

Congratulations &
Good Luck!!!
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SWEET CRYSTALS INTEGRATED SUGAR MILL, INC. DONATES
SCHOOL BUILDING TO BRGY. PLANAS

their companyds soci al res
the quality of education as well as the standard

of living condition in the said barangay. This will

not only benefit the high school students of the

said area but those residing in the neighboring

barangays like Calantas, Pio, Tokwing and Palat

as well.

, - N . - ‘ "8 The official inauguration, which took place on
: THIS SCHOOL BUILDING IS DONATED BY: August 15, 2011 was wellattended by local
SWEET C'"?J,{%ST.L!TEEF"F‘&EPOE“G"“ MILL leaders like Porac Mayor Condralito (Carling)
BRGY. CAPTAIN ALFER NACU dela Cruz, Vice Mayor Dexter David and members
COUNCIL

of the Sangguniang Bayan. Also spotted were
sugar planters James Tolentino, Orlando Lozano,
Agapito Espinosa, Angelo Pingol and Alex
Layson. Other guests included DepEd officials,
school teachers and employees from the mill,
plus the Sangguniang Barangay headed by their
very active chairman, Alfer Nacu.

I
SWEETCrystals | and I, located in San Fernando
City and Planas, Porac, respectively which are
owned and operated by the highly -respected
Escaler family recently donated six concrete
classrooms to Brgy. Planas High School.

This undertaking was made possible through the
efforts of Planas® Bar an
and his team. He was responsible in requesting

for the school building from the sugar mill

owners through the support and endorsement of

the mill manager, Mr. Roberto (Boboy) dela Rosa.

It was Iea@%d that two rooms were earlier
g a[y alr naa n er
constructed then an additional two -storey
building with four rooms followed. Interestingly,
the school was literally built and designed by the
employees of Sweet Crystals Sugar Mill.

Nacu

After the formal ceremony, Mrs. Escaler visited

the farm of Mr. James Tolentino, one of the
regionds most progressive
located at Hacienda Dolores, Porac. She was

amazed by the impressive crop stand, which

could be attributed to Mr.
farming system. - Adel Catuira

None other than Mrs. Patricia L. Escaler (the
better-half of Mr. Michael Escaler) assisted by Mr.
Jose Mufioz did the ribbon-cutting and the turn -
over ceremonies of the said building. According
to the gracious lady, this noble project is part of

(Based on an article published in Sun Star Pampanga)

This wil!l school 6s future
which i s i book donati ons.
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CARSUMCENFSP Planters Conduct Farm Tour Abroad

ABERCROMRIL
FOOTBALL

CARSUMCO planters together with NFSR President,

DETERMINED to further enrich their knowledge of sugarcane production and how to prepare and

about the sugarcane industry, fifteen (15) planters enrich the soil for plantation to achieve productivity.
UFBIT) VEITES EECRE RS EI) CEEpEEiies After this, Mr. Boontham showed the group around.
affiliated with the National Federation of Sugarcane

Planters (NFSP), Inc. traveled abroad.

The delegates were in awe seeing the grand
display of machineries like the harvesting machines

The planters, led by MDDC Chairman and current which came in small and medium sizes, trash
Vice Governor of Cagayan Leonides N. Fausto flew incorporator, fertilizer applicator, rotary plow and
to Bangkok, Thailand on August 31 to September 4, many others.

AU STy I S S T U L From this, they visited small and large plantations

UG e S U LU ED O L where actual demonstrations using said machines/

stgarcane growing. equipment were conducted on planting, fertilization,

The group, composed mainly of NFSP members watering (over head pivot), trash incorporation and

nationwide met with Mr. Atthasit Boontham, harvesting. Everyone agreed t|
considered as one of Thai |l wines®dwas fallpmechanieatian aladtion.t s i n

sugarcane plantation and sugar mills. Mr.

The following day, the delegates continued their

Boontham, who is also an expert in farm - . : .
farm visits to sugar plantations in all sizes. These

MEEMENIEZEIEN 15 [pTESE CemEsee i ine were the plantations under promotion and support

S S S R e S 1 by the factory wherein all techniques, advice and

invented many machines and these were mass - . .
training were given to the planters in order to have

produced by manufacturers for the benefit of Thai . . .
more production of high -quality sugarcane.

sugarcane planters.
The group culminated their tour by visiting some of
Prior to the team®s seriesrgl;fafde¥! §btficMipots such
Bridge, WW2 Museum, Pomelo Orchard/Orchid
Farm and the Nakorn Pathom Chedi, regarded as
the worl d®s | argegtifoBuddhi st |

Caranguian

Boontham made a lecture on several timely topics
such as on how the Thais develop and research on
sugarcane, sugarcane cultivation, overview of
sugarcane and the sugar factories in Thailand, how
they successfully develop cane species, techniques
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SCP Project Management Team Organized

IN keeping with the
commitment of the national
government to pursue
countryside development
aimed at alleviating the plight
of the unproductive and
inefficient sugarcane planters
in the rural areas, the Sugar
Regulatory Administration
(SRA), Department of Agrarian
Reform (DAR), Department of
Agriculture (DA), Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), Mill District
Development Foundation, Inc.
(MDDFI), and other

The

Of ficers

of

Batangasb®b

stakeholders under the

Sugarcane Convergence Program all agreed to
mutually adopt a convergence strategy that will result
to a sustainable rural development.

In lieu of the said concern, a meeting was held at the
Blue Sapphire Social Events Corporation in Purok 5,
Bgy. Sico, Lipa City on August 25, 2011. The agenda
tackled the for mal
Project Management Team. 0
The meeting saw Mr. Celso Ersando, MDO of SRA
Bal ayan di scussing SRAGs
Program followed by Mr. Joel Ronario who shared the
matrix of activities. Meanwhile, PARO Merle Manalo of
DAR Batangas reported the updates on the
establishment of block farms in the region.

Also in the said gathering, the roles and functions of
each program partner were discussed, as well as the
action plan on how the stakeholders can join hands
together in helping ARB®&s

The climax of the meeting was the formation of the
Project Management Committee.

Here is the official list of officers: Chairman- Felixberto
0. Kagahastian, PARO 16 DAR; Merle Manalo, PARO B
DAR (alternate); CeChairman - Celso T. Ersando, MDO
0 SRA; Lucio S. Santiago Ill, MDESRA (alternate); Vice
Chairman- Fidel L. Libao, DA; Members LBP/ Glenn R.
Aguda (DAC) & Marlon DG. De Castro (LC); Fernando

Decepeda (SIFI); Edel Ocampo (PHILSURIN); Anna Bella

or gani z adlso Brgando f

> Brédiétivity Feld

Posadas (PENRO); Fabian Ballelos & Myla Toreja
(MDDCs). Program Implementing Team : DAR
Provincial Office / SRA® Team Leader.

With the formation of the team which is comprised of
able and dependable individuals, hopes are high that
objectives will be eventually met with flying colors. -
Batangasd O0SCP

Seminars on Sugarcane

rgence

THE municipalities of Tuy and Nasugbu in Batangas
recently availed of the
Trainingd6 projects under
Welfare and Development.

Their selected beneficiaries were small sugarcane
farmers with very low farm income. These planters .
enﬁancey%\%delr rO(?UEtIVI
were required to attend a four (AB-day seminar and
were given cash assistance by the DSWD.

In line with this, The Department of Agriculture in Tuy
and Nasugbu requested the Mill District Development
Foundation, Inc. to assist in the conduct of the
seminars. Chosen barangays were clustered and were
given a one-day seminar on sugarcane husbandry and
the remaining three (3) days were allotted for

(Continued

SCP Project
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. f r om pAtprgsgnt itis the intention of the CADPI

( SCP Project

discussion of DA projects like livelihood programs and
fruits and vegetable-growing.

Topics discussed on the seminars conducted
concentrated mostly on the advantages of using
tractors on land preparation; use of new High Yielding
varieties; organic fertilization using sugarcane by
products like decomposed mud press and mill ash to
save on use of commercial fertilizers; proper control of
pests and diseases; proper harvesting practices; farm
record keeping; and harvesting program and mill
efficiency.

Messrs. Edel Ocampo of Philsurin, Romel Mojica of
MDDFI-Don Pedro, Joel Ronario of SRA Balayan, Celso
Ersando of SRA Balayan, Lucio Santiago Il of SRA Don
Pedro, Tomas Bayan and Martin Alviar of CADPI
served as resource speakers.

Four (4) cluster seminars were conducted in Tuy
comprising of eleven (11) barangays where 300
sugarcane planters participated. Meanwhile, in
Nasugbu, three (3) cluster seminars were given to
seven (7) barangays with a total of 352 participants.

CADPI Supports Formation
of Block Farms

WITH the intention of helping sugarcane planters in
the region increase their farm productivity, the
management of the Central Azucarera De Don Pedro,
Inc. recently committed to SRA Administrator Regina
Bautista-Martin to form a block farm in Nasugbu,
Batangas.

This project will be implemented by the Farm Services
department of the CADPI in coordination with DAR,
DA, SRA, Philsurin, Don Pedro MDDFI, and other
funding agencies.

Presently, two cooperatives in Nasugbu namely, the
KAMAHARI and DAMBA MPC, whose members are all
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries (ARBs) were organized
by the Sugarcane Convergence Program (SCP)
Management Team as the first batch of block farm in
the district for this crop year.
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management to help ARBs not associated with
cooperatives as farmer beneficiaries to also have
access on the services and funding support from other
agencies.

Batangas participants in the recerll R QFOXGHG 3:RUN)
RQ &URS (VWLPDWLRQ DQG %ORFEN )DU
interest but commitment to better their respective mill
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